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INTRODUCTION. 


The  purpose  of  this  introductory  essay  is  to  trace  the  evolution 
of  the  town  of  Southampton  by  means  of  its  charters.  There 
is  a  peculiarly  rich  supply  of  material,  almost  unique  among 
the  records  of  English  boroughs.  But  to  make  the  deductions 
necessary  for  a  complete  understanding  of  the  expansion  of  the 
privileges  of  the  town  demands  a  critical  and  analytical  mind 
possessed  only  by  the  trained  historian.  Bishop  Stubbs,  whose 
Constitutional  History  has  been  freely  drawn  upon  for  the  purpose 
of  this  sketch,  and  whose  assistance  has  been  invaluable,  would 
doubtless  find  sufficient  material  for  a  volume.  All  that  is  here- 
with attempted  is  to  follow  in  his  footsteps,  at  a  distance,  and 
present  in  somewhat  elementary  fashion  a  sketch  of  the  growth 
of  this  ancient  borough. 

Although  there  is  no  direct  evidence  of  a  pre- Roman  town  on 
the  present  site,  yet  the  presumption  that  there  was  such  a  town 
is  not  at  all  improbable.  Certainly  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  Itchen  was  a  Romanised  British  town  corresponding  with 
Clausentum  on  the  opposite  bank. 

The  earliest  recorded  reference  to  Southampton  occurs  in 
755.  In  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle  under  this  date  we  find  the 
Cynewulf  and  the  West-Saxon  Witan  deprived  Sigebryht  of  all 
his  kingdom  with  the  exception  of  Hamtun-scire.  We  gather 
from  this  that  the  town,  even  at  that  early  period,  must  have 
been  of  considerable  importance  to  have  given  its  name  to  the 
shire. 

In  accordance  with  the  customs  of  the  Germans,  the  territory 
conquered  in  war  was  parcelled  out  by  the  chief  amongst  his 
dependents.  Soon  after  the  landing  of  the  West-Saxon  Cerdic, 
probably  in  the  Hamble  river,  an  allotment  would  be  made  to 
his  followers  under  a  lord.  The  latter  would  appoint  a  tun- 
gerefa,1  although  it  is  probable  that  this  town-reeve  (called  in 
the  charters  the  prcepositus)  was  nominated  directly  by  the  king. 

i  Max  Muller  suggests  that  this  word  is  etymologically  connected  with  the  German  graf. 


VI.  INTRODUCTION. 


The  district  surrounding  the  town  would  be  under  a  common 
system  of  cultivation,  and  would  be  divided  into  tithings.  In 
connection  with  the  tithings  grew  up  the  system  of  frankpledge. 
This  peculiarly  Saxon  custom  merits  a  brief  description.  Every 
landless  man  was  required  to  attach  himself  to  a  lord  who 
should  answer  for  his  appearance  in  the  law-courts.  This  was 
first  made  compulsory  by  Athelstan  ;  but  Edward  the  Confessor 
made  the  following  modification.  He  enacted  that  all  men 
should  form  themselves  into  associations  of  ten,  called  frith-borh 
or  frankpledge.  If  any  one  of  these  ten  broke  the  law,  the  other 
nine  were  to  be  responsible.  The  "  view  of  frankpledge,"  better 
known  in  later  times  as  the  court  leet,  and  often  mentioned  in 
the  charters  of  Henry  VI,  was  an  obligation  to  see  that  these 
associations  of  ten  were  kept  in  perfect  order. 

We  see,  therefore,  that  the  town  was  founded  upon  the  lord's 
land.  Hence  he  or  his  representative  presided  over  the  manorial 
court  and  received  all  its  profits.  It  is  possible,  however,  that 
the  townsmen  made  their  own  by-laws,  elected  their  own 
gemot  or  council,  and  their  officers  the  gerefa  or  reeve,  and  the 
bydel  or  constable.  Such,  then,  was  our  town  at  the  Norman 
conquest,  "  a  bundle  of  communities  and  parishes  each  with  its 
own  constitution." 

During  the  whole  of  the  pre-Norman  period  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  (called  in  the  charters  the  vicecomes)  was  the  king's  officer, 
who  collected  the  king's  dues. 

Merchant  Within  the  town  arose  an  association  which,  in  later  times, 
acquired  great  influence  over  the  political  situation.  The  Guild 
Merchant  was  originally  founded  for  religious  purposes,  and  its 
first  formation  is  hidden  in  obscurity.  It  may  date  back,  in 
rudimentary  form,  to  the  early  years  of  the  Saxon  period. 
Certainly  the  gilda  mercatoria  had  arisen  to  a  position  of  great 
influence  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  By  that  time  it  could  hold 
land,  and  it  possessed  a  certain  amount  of  jurisdiction  over  the 
legal  courts.  Probably  also  it  purchased  the  firma  burgi,  and 
thus  acquired  a  hold  over  the  finances  of  the  town.  The 

115$.  earliest  local  charter,  of  which  the  original  is  lost,  but  which 
is  quoted  in  extenso  in  the  charter  of  Richard  II  (see  page  26), 
refers  to  and  confirms  their  status :  "  My  men  of  Hampton  may 
have  and  hold  their  guild  and  all  their  liberties  and  customs 
both  by  land  and  sea,  freely,  peaceably  and  honourably,  even  as 
they  held  them  in  the  time  of  my  grandfather  Henry  I."  This 
was  in  1154. 
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In  the  same  charter  of  Henry  VI  is  also  quoted  an  otherwise 
non-extant  grant  by  Richard  I  in  1189,  "that  our  burgesses  of 
Southampton  be  free  from  toll,  passage  and  pontage  money,  in 
fairs  and  markets,  and  from  all  mercantile  customs  on  both  sides 
of  the  sea."  This  concession  was  not  granted  without  some 
compensation  being  given  to  the  king,  so  we  are  inclined  to 
conclude  that  henceforth  that  compensation  took  the  form  of  a 
fixed  money  grant.  We  are  confirmed  in  this  view1  by  the 
fact  that  when  John  granted  the  same  concession  in  1199, 
all  the  king's  dues  were  compounded  for  a  fixed  sum  of 
;£~2oo.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  former  of  the  above 
charters  is  the  earliest  that  the  town  possesses.  In  it  the  port  of 
Portsmouth  was  included  within  the  town's  jurisdiction  and 
considered  a  part  of  it,  so  that  the  ^200  was  divided  between 
the  two  harbours,  and  thus  the  payment  was  made  more 
endurable. 

It  can  now  be  seen  what  progress  the  town  had  made  towards 
securing  its  independence.  Thus,  by  the  year  1200  it  had  taken 
over  the  firma  burgi,  thereby  liberating  itself  from  the  exactions 
of  the  king's  representative  or  sheriff.  It  had  obtained  recog- 
nition for  its  free  customs,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  special  rules  of 
local  administration  ;  also  it  had  gained  the  privilege  of  freedom 
from  tolls,  including  those  which  were  peculiarly  distasteful  to 
a  port,  viz.,  passage  and  pontage.  This  last  concession  was 
granted  not  only  in  England,  but  also  in  the  foreign  dominions 
of  the  king,  a  concession  somewhat  rare. 

In  1252  Henry  III  freed  the  town  from  the  exactions  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Cinque  Ports.2  In  all  probability  these  Barons 
had  been  levying  ships  on  the  port  as  they  had  the  power  to  do. 
But  as  the  Cinque  Ports  had  been  showing  great  hostility  to  the 
king,  the  latter  was  only  too  pleased  to  curtail  their  power. 
The  move,  although  satisfactory  to  Southampton,  militated 
against  the  king,  for  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Barons'  war  the 
Cinque  Ports  immediately  joined  Simon  de  Montfort. 


1  In  the  note  to  this  charter  mention  is  made  of  Aurrnall.    Richard  I  died  in  April,  1199,  and  John 
was  crowned  iu  May,  and  left  England  in  June  ;  since  John  returned  after  Christmas,  but  left  again  in 
Ap'-il,  1200,  and  stopped  until  September,  we  conclude  that  he  was  in  Normandy  on  June  26th,  when 
the  charter  was  signed,  and  was  probably  stopping  at  the  fortress  just  completed  by  Richard  I. 

2  It  is  interesting  to  note  In  connection  with  the  Cinque  Ports  that  the  chief  Baron  was  recognised 
and  called  by  the  title  of  High  Admiral.    This  is  the  first  appearance  of  this  title  in  England.    It  arose 
in  this  way.    During  the  wars  of  the  Crusades  the  Crusaders  hired  their  transports  from  Pisa,  Genoa, 
Venice  and  Sicily.    Because  of  the  close  connection  of  Sicily  with  the  Saracens  of  North  Africa,  the 
King  of  Sicily  borrowed  the  title  of  Al  Emir  (which  became  Amlral,  then  Admiral), 
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1256.  In  1256  Henry  III  made  a  further  concession  which  it  is  some- 

a burgess   what  difficult  for  us  to  realise.     No  burgess  was  to  be  arrested 

for  debt.     for  debt  for  which  he  is  not  the  surety  or  principal  debtor.     This 

freed  the  members  of  the  Merchant  Guilds  from  the  vexation 

of  being  arrested  for  another  member's  debt. 

The  Municipal  Corporations  Commissioners  (1835)  suggest 
that  the  charter  might  have  reference  to  a  custom,  which  seems 
to  have  once  prevailed,  by  which  a  Corporation,  a  member  of 
which  had  a  claim  on  a  member  of  another  Corporation,  seized 
the  goods  of  any  freeman  of  the  latter  found  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  former  "  in  withernam  "  (i.e.,  by  way  of  security), 
until  the  Corporation  to  which  the  debtor  belonged,  or  the 
debtor  himself,  made  satisfaction. 

Town  Court.  In  the  same  year  the  king  granted  the  town  a  second  charter 
of  considerable  importance.  The  town  was  now  given  a  Court. 
Perhaps,  however,  we  assume  too  much  in  asserting  that  the 
Town  Court  originated  in  this  year.  At  all  events  this  charter 
confirmed  and  secured  its  Court  to  the  town.  Until  then 
probably  the  only  recognised  Court,  apart  from  the  Court  Leet, 
had  been  that  presided  over  by  the  sheriff,  who,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten,  was  the  king's  officer,  appointed  by  the  king  to  protect 
his  interests  in  the  county.  Henceforth  the  Town  Court  had 
power  to  try  all  criminals  taken  within  the  precincts  of  the 
town,  and,  what  was  more  important,  the  fines  thus  accruing 
assisted  the  town's  revenues  and  thus  helped  to  pay  the  firma 
burgi,  which,  as  we  shall  see  later,  was  always  a  millstone 
around  the  necks  of  the  burgesses. 

Secondly,  the  burgesses  were  granted  the  power  of  electing 
Coroner,  the  coroner.  This  officer  had  been  in  existence  in  England  for 
somewhat  more  than  sixty  years.  The  first  mention  of  the  office 
appears  in  1194.  By  his  appointment  the  powers  of  the  sheriff 
were  still  further  curtailed,  since  the  latter  was  forbidden  hence- 
forth to  act  as  a  justice  in  his  own  shire.  The  coroner  kept  all 
the  pleas  of  the  crown,  whence  the  name.  Shakespeare  calls 
him  the  "  crowner,"  and  in  the  charters  the  form  the  name  takes 
is  coronator.  At  Winchester  the  coroner's  court  was  distinct 
from  that  of  either  the  bishop  or  the  king.  The  Southampton 
Court  was  modelled  on  the  same  plan.  At  this  date  the  coroner 
watched  over  the  interests  of  the  crown  in  conservation  of  the 
peace  of  the  shire,  in  fiscal  and  in  judicial  work.  He  was 
always  elected  in  full  county  court,  as  is  proved  from  the 
following  quotation  taken  from  the  writ  for  his  election — "  in 
pleno  comitatu  de  assensu  eiusdem  comitatus." 
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Thirdly,  the  sheriff  was  forbidden  to  interfere  in  those  affairs 
which  had  to  do  merely  with  the  town. 

Fourthly,  burgesses  were  not  to  be  impleaded  without  the 
liberty  of  the  town  for  any  tenement,  goods  or  chattels  within 
the  liberty  of  the  town.  This  last  was  no  new  grant,  but  merely 
confirms  that  made  by  the  same  king  in  1226  ;  it  seems  to  date 
from  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  All  such  cases  were  now  removed 
from  the  County  Court  to  the  newly  appointed  Town  Court, 
and  were  there  determined. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  charter  granted  by  the  English 
Justinian,  Edward  I.  Each  king  at  his  accession  usually  con- 
firmed the  charters  of  his  predecessors,  but  since  Edward  was  at 
the  Crusades  when  his  father  died,  we  may  safely  conclude  that 
such  confirmation  was  omitted. 

There  is  no  separate  charter  of  Edward  II,  but  in  the  inspex- 
imus  charter  of  Richard  II  there  is  quoted  in  full  one  granted  in 
1317.  In  this  no  mention  is  made  of  any  charter  after  Henry  III, 
which  rather  confirms  the  assumption  that  Edward  I  had  issued 
none.  The  townsfolk  must  have  been  grateful  for  this  small 
mercy,  as  the  charge  for  these  charters  of  confirmation  was 
considerable.  Edward  II  was  probably  too  careless  to  trouble 
about  such  matters  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  and  a  few 
years  later  the  affairs  of  Scotland  occupied  his  mind  to  the 
exclusion  of  other  matters.  But  by  the  year  above-mentioned 
ways  and  means  of  procuring  money  had  to  be  contrived. 
Hence  the  belated  appearance  of  the  charter.  Besides  con- 
firming former  grants,  one  new  concession  appears.  The  town 
wras  now  made  free  from  murage  and  pavage  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  It  had  always  been,  and  in  the  future  it  always  was, 
the  greatest  of  hardships  to  keep  the  town  walls  in  repair.  If 
the  town  had  to  contribute  also  towards  the  up-keep  of  the 
walls  of  other  towns,  the  burden  must  have  been  intolerable. 
Edward  II  performed  one  gracious  act  to  the  town  by  freeing  it 
from  similar  obligations  to  other  towns. 

On  his  accession  Edward  III  granted  the  usual  charter,  which 
in  the  interval  between  that  year  and  1340  was  burnt.  Fires 
must  have  been  of  frequent  occurrence  in  these  days,  but  since 
the  earlier  charters  have  survived,  the  loss  of  this  particular  one 
must  have  been  due  to  carelessness.  In  the  copy  made  in  1340 
the  burgesses  were  granted  immunity  from  loss  for  those 
privileges  which  had  lapsed  through  disuse.  We  can  under- 
stand that,  under  the  lax  rule  of  Edward  II,  his  sheriff  in  the 
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county  may  have  endeavoured  to  thrust  his  court  into  prominence 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  town  court.  Thus  there  was  a  danger 
that  the  town  would  lose  those  privileges  for  which  it  had  so 
long  struggled.  The  menace  was  abolished  by  the  preamble  of 
this  charter. 

In  the  second  clause  of  this  charter  it  is  forbidden  to  put 
burgesses  on  juries  to  which  strangers  are  appointed.  We  take 
this  to  mean  that  strangers,  that  is  to  say,  non-burgesses,  are 
not  to  be  impanelled  with  burgesses.  At  the  first  glance  this  is 
unimportant,  but  on  closer  examination  it  will  be  seen  that 
hereafter  the  packing  of  juries  was  made  practically  impossible. 
In  1285  it  had  been  ordained  that  the  qualification  for  a  jury- 
man within  his  own  borough  was  the  ability  to  spend  twenty 
shillings  a  year.  If  he  were  able  to  spend  forty  shillings  a  year, 
he  could  be  impanelled  on  any  jury  within  or  without  his 
borough.  So  that  until  this  concession  was  made  it  was  possible 
for  strangers  to  be  brought  within  the  town  and  sit  on  juries  to 
the  prejudice  of  those  burgesses  whose  cases  were  on  trial.  The 
court,  of  which  the  juries  are  a  part,  thus  purified,  was  to  be 
held  within  the  borough.  Hence  there  would  be  no  overawing 
by  the  sheriff  or  by  other  influential  men  without  the  borough. 

By  this  same  charter  the  burgesses  were  granted  freedom  from 
another  impost  called  quayage.  This  seems  to  have  been  a  tax 
collected  on  goods  landed  at  the  town  quays.  Not  only  were 
goods  compelled  to  be  landed  at  the  legal  ports,  of  which 
Southampton  was  one  of  the  most  considerable,  but  since  such 
ports  were  undoubtedly  at  first  assigned  to  the  crown,  and  their 
jurisdiction  was  under  the  king's  authority,  these  goods  had  to 
be  landed  at  certain  specified  wharfs,  as  we  find  that  the 
revenues  of  the  customs  were  much  impaired  and  diminished 
by  fraudulent  landings  in  obscure  and  private  corners.  In  the 
year  1366  Edward  III  granted  these  imposts  to  the  town,  and 
the  resultant  revenue  was  to  be  expended  on  the  repair  of  the 
town  walls.  These  letters  patent  specify  that  the  toll  was  to 
be  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  in  the  pound.  The  revenue  accruing 
to  the  town  from  these  tolls  must  have  been  large.  "  At  this 
time  the  Genoese  and  Venetians  carried  on  all  the  Levant  trade, 
and  when  they  were  excused  from  going  up  the  Channel  to 
Calais,  which  shortened  their  voyage,  they  all  came  to  South- 
ampton, which  made  this  town  the  centre  of  all  the  Levant 
trade  of  the  kingdom."  The  year  referred  to  by  Dr.  Speed  in 
the  above  extract  is  1378.  It  is  not  too  much  to  conclude  that 
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at  the  time  the  above  tolls  were  granted,  that  is  twelve  years 
previous  to  date,  when  we  find  that  Southampton  had  the 
monopoly  of  the  trade  with  the  Levant,  the  port  was  only 
exceeded  in  importance  by  London.  Additional  weight  is  given 
to  this  assumption  by  the  fact  that  in  1345,  when  Edward  III 
demanded  a  return  of  all  the  ships  which  served  the  king  in  his 
French  wars,  we  find  that  whereas  London  contributed  25  ships 
and  662  mariners,  Southampton  supplied  21  ships  and  576  men. 

In  connection  with  this  great  increase  in  trade  a  curious  tale 
is  related  by  Walsingham.  In  1379  a  rich  Genoese  merchant 
had  sought  the  king's  permission  to  occupy  the  castle,  which 
had  lately  been  rebuilt,  for  the  better  security  of  his  merchandize. 
In  return  he  promised  to  bring  the  king  untold  wealth,  while  he 
undertook  to  make  Southampton  superior  to  all  the  ports  of 
Western  Europe.  These  great  designs  so  inflamed  the  merchants 
of  London  that  they  caused  him  to  be  assassinated  one  evening 
near  his  house. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Town  Court  was  granted  in 
1256.  During  the  hundred  and  fifty  years  that  had  passed 
possibly  the  only  cases  tried  before  it  were  those  of  felony  and 
trespass.  Henry  IV  now  added  to  its  privileges  by  giving  it 
cognizance  of  pleas,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  concerning  lands 
within  the  town  and  its  liberties.  Since  such  cases  had  been 
tried  heretofore  before  the  sheriff's  court,  it  follows  that  the 
above  concessions  diminished  the  power  of  the  king's  officer, 
and  consequently  increased  the  authority  of  the  mayor  and 
bailiffs. 

art  Leet.  The  most  interesting  item  of  this  charter  is  the  first  mention 
of  the  Court  Leet.  The  holding  of  the  court  is  confirmed. 
Needless  to  say  it  did  not  take  its  rise  at  this  time,  for  its  origin 
is  lost  in  the  mists  of  antiquity.1 

The  revenues  of  the  town  were  further  augmented  by  the 
grant  of  the  goods  of  those  felons  who  happened  to  be  property 
holders  within  the  town.  Dr.  Speed,  in  this  connection,  refers 
to  the  case  of  one  Peter  James,  late  mayor  of  the  town,  who  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI  "  was  sued  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  for 
£20,  the  value  of  the  goods  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  town,  con- 
victed of  felony,  which  he  had  seized.  He  pleaded  this  charter 


i  We  refrain  from  further  mention  of  the  Court  Leet,  for  a,  detailed  account  of  which  Professor 
Hearnthaw's  work  should  be  consulted. 
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of  Henry  IV,  confirmed  by  2  Henry  V  and  4  Henry  VI.  But 
the  court  notwithstanding  adjudged  that  he  should  be  charged 
to  the  king  with  the  said  £20.  The  felon  was  indeed  convicted 
out  of  the  town,  but  the  charter  2  Henry  IV  directs  that  the 
mayor,  etc.,  shall  have  the  felon's  goods,  ubicumque  iustitia  de 
eo  fieri  debeat,  wherever  he  shall  be  convicted.  Perhaps  the 
felony  was  committed  out  of  the  town,  which  might  alter  the 
case." 

In  addition  to  the  above  source  of  revenue  the  burgesses  were 
given  grants  of  fines  on  trespasses  and  on  purprestures  on  land 
and  water.  This  might  be  called  the  first  building  by-law, 
as  the  term  purprestre  is  given  to  any  building  or  enclosure 
improperly  erected  in  any  street  within  the  town  or  along  the 
river. 

In  order  to  try  the  above-mentioned  cases  the  burgesses  were 
by  this  charter  empowered  to  elect  their  own  justices.  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place  here  to  indicate  the  evolution  of  the  office 
of  justice.  The  last  justiciar  was  Hubert  de  Burgh.  Henry  III 
abolished  the  office  of  justiciar,  which  to  some  extent  corres- 
ponded to  that  of  lord  chief  justice,  when  he  was  endeavouring 
to  gather  the  whole  of  the  judicial  power  into  his  own  hands. 
His  son,  Edward  I,  however,  appointed  three  chief  justices,  who 
presided  over  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  King's  Bench,  and 
Exchequer,  respectively.  In  addition  to  these,  there  had  existed 
from  the  time  of  Henry  II,  Justices  in  Eyre,  who  visited  each 
county  four  times  a  year.  These  chief  justices  then  corresponded 
to  the  modern  judges. 

An  important  innovation  was  due  to  Henry  III.  To  each 
county  he  allotted  certain  knights,  originally  three  in  number, 
but  later  reduced  to  two  ;  these  were  to  try  cases  of  lesser 
importance  which  occurred  in  the  interval  between  the  visits  of 
the  justices  in  eyre.  They  were  appointed  directly  by  the  king, 
but  Edward  I  again  improved  upon  the  system  by  making  the 
office  elective.  Such  was  the  origin  of  the  justice  of  the  peace, 
a  county  magistrate,  it  will  be  observed.  Now  this  charter  gave 
the  burgesses  the  power  of  electing  four  aldermen,  and  not  more 
than  four  burgesses,  to  hold  the  same  office  within  the  bounds  of 
the  town.  Apparently  they  were  able  to  try  all  cases  except 
those  concerning  felony,  which  were  probably  reserved  for  the 
itinerant  justices.  The  county  justices  were  forbidden  to  interfere 
with  their  decisions. 
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(jsizeof  A  quaint  custom  of  mediaeval  times  is  next  mentioned.  In 
order  to  prevent  fraud  and  to  check  adulteration  in  bread,  beer, 
and  other  victuals,  a  special  inquest  was  to  be  held  at  which 
complaints  concerning  these  articles  were  to  be  heard. 

icrkof  Lastly,  the  mayor  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  market.  The 
Market* functions  of  this  magistrate  are  enfolded  in  considerable 
obscurity.  As  the  question  is  somewhat  fully  discussed  in  the 
notes  to  Henry  VI's  charter,  granted  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reign,  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  reiterate  the  points  here.  The 
whole  of  this  charter,  which  is  not  found  separately,  but  which 
is  quoted  in  extenso  in  the  above-mentioned  charter  of  Henry  VI, 
is  of  such  importance  that  the  various  concessions  should  be 
summarised.  The  town  henceforth  had  the  right  of  holding  its 
own  town  court,  and  of  applying  its  profits  to  the  benefit  of  the 
town.  This  court  was  held  under  its  own  elective  officers,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  sheriff  within  the  liberties  of  the  town.  It 
had  the  right  of  collecting  the  fines  accruing  to  its  court  and  of 
using  them  to  compound  for  the  payment  of  the  fee  farm  to  the 
crown.  It  had  the  power  of  electing  its  own  coroners.  The 
guild  merchant  was  recognised  as  a  corporation.  At  its  court 
leet,  presided  over  by  the  bailiffs,  all,  irrespective  of  position, 
would  receive  fair  trial  and  equal  justice.  It  appointed  its  own 
justices  to  the  exclusion  of  all  interference  from  the  sheriff  of 
the  county.  Finally,  it  was  given  supervision  over  provisions 
and  control  of  weights  and  measures. 

Henry  V  granted  permission  to  hold  lands  of  the  annual  value 
rmission  o£  Q^Q  hundred  pounds.     This  was  no  innovation,  for  the  ancient 

jids.  guilds  could  hold  realty  ;  the  towns  themselves  could  hold  land 
in  common  ;  and  although  the  basis  of  common  ownership  was 
inheritance,  the  grants  of  land  to  the  burgesses  and  their  suc- 
cessors were  sufficiently  early  to  prove  that  there  was  no 
recognised  bar  to  the  possession  of  corporate  estate  even  in  the 
fourteenth  century.  But  in  the  case  of  the  church  the  acquisition 
of  lands  had  become  a  scandal.  In  Edward  I's  reign  it  has  been 
estimated  that  one  fourth  of  the  realm  was  in  its  hands,  and  its 
possessions  were  increasing  monthly,  nay  daily.  The  whole 
existing  constitution  was  threatened,  as  by  the  feudal  system 
the  fighting  forces  were  proportionate  to  the  land  held  from  the 
king  or  his  tenants-in-chief.  But  land  held  by  the  clergy  or  by 
corporations  supplied  no  military  units  to  the  royal  army,  and 
therefore  it  is  easy  to  understand  that  there  was  a  temptation  to 
bequeath  lands  by  will  to  the  church,  and  even  more  to  hand 
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over  one's  possessions,  merely  as  a  matter  of  form,  and  to  receive 
them  back  on  easy  conditions,  and  thus  to  escape  the  obligation 
of  military  service.  Edward  I  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things 
by  obtaining  the  statute  De  Religiosis,  more  commonly  known  as 
the  Statute  of  Mortmain,  which  forbade  lands  to  be  bequeathed 
to  the  church  or  other  corporate  body.  This  enactment  was 
guarded  very  jealously  by  the  king,  and  it  shews  a  special  mark 
of  his  favour  to  Southampton  to  have  allowed  the  town  to  hold 
lands,  as  a  corporate  body,  in  spite  of  the  Statute  of  Mortmain.1 
In  the  year  1445  Henry  VI  granted  a  charter  of  supreme 
tu>Cn  o?°the  importance  to  the  town.  After  enacting  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs 
Town.  an^  burgesses  shall  form  a  corporation  or  body  corporate,  the 

charter  proceeds  to  define  the  several  rights  of  such  a  corporation. 
They  are  five  in  number.  First,  there  is  the  right  of  perpetual 
succession,  that  is,  vacancies  in  the  corporation  were  to  be  filled 
as  often  as  they  occurred.  Earlier  charters  had  granted  such  a 
privilege  only  to  the  burgesses  and  their  heirs  ;  henceforth  the 
phrase  is  "  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors" 
thereby  making  the  succession  perpetual.  Secondly,  follows  the 
right  to  sue  and  be  sued  by  name.  Thus  individual  persecution 
by  royal  authority  was  restricted.  Thirdly,  the  town  was 
granted  the  power  to  acquire  lands  notwithstanding  the  Statute 
of  Mortmain.  As  we  have  mentioned  above,  such  a  concession 
had  been  strenuously  opposed  by  the  king,  since  if  corporations 
and  not  individuals  held  lands  the  capacity  of  fulfilling  legal 
obligations  failed.  Fourthly,  the  corporation  was  to  have  a 
common  seal.  Although  there  is  no  mention  of  this  seal  in  the 
charter,  yet  we  know  from  the  patent  granted  by  Elizabeth  in 
1575  that  the  town  had  used  arms  since  the  incorporation  in  this 
year  ;  and  this  would  seem  to  include  the  seal.2  Fifthly,  the 
right  to  make  by-laws  would  follow  from  the  grant  of  a  common 
seal.  These,  according  to  Blackstone,  are  the  five  marks  of  a 
legal  corporation. 


1  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  by  the  charter  granted  by  Edward  VI,  the 
Governors  of  the  Grammar  School  were  allowed  to  hold  lands  for  the  profit  of  the  school,  despite  the 
Statute  of  Mortmain.    It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  thirteen  schools  thus  founded  by 
Edward  VI,  we  believe  the  Southampton  Grammar  School  is  the  only  one  which  does  not  possess  land. 
Why  is  this  ? 

2  The  Town  Arms  are  :— "  Per  fesse,  argent  and  gules,  three  roses  counterchanged  of  the  field  ; 
with  crest  and  supporters,  namely,  upon  the  helme  on  a  wreath,  silver  and  gules,  on  a  mount  vert,  a 
castell  of  gold  ;  out  of  the  castell,  a  quene  in  her  imperial  majestie  holding  in  the  right  hand  a  sword 
of  justice,  in  the  left  the  balance  of  equity,  mantelled.  gules ;  dobled  silver.    The  supporters ;  out  of 
two  ships,  proper,  upon  the  »ea,  standing  in  the  fore  part  of  the  ships,  two  lions  rampant,  gold," 
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The  remaining  clauses  of  this  charter  refer  to  individuals 
rather  than  to  the  community  as  a  whole.  The  mayor  is  made 
Sscheator.  the  king's  escheator.  He  would,  therefore,  have  cognizance  of 
any  property  which  would,  for  any  reason,  fall  to  the  king. 
The  king's  escheator  had  been  the  cause  of  grave  wrong  done 
to  persons  in  the  king's  name,  for  very  often  had  estates  been 
forfeited  for  offences  real  or  imaginary.  Henceforth  the 
individual  burgesses  of  the  town  would  be  protected  from 
injustice  by  the  mayor. 

The  mayor  is  also  to  be  clerk  of  the  market  and  steward 
of  the  king's  household.  (For  a  discussion  of  this  subject  see 
note  p.  51). 

Foreign  merchants  are  only  to  buy  from  and  sell  to  townsfolk, 
who  thereby  benefited  by  every  business  transaction  that  took 
place  in  the  market. 

The  town  was  granted  a  Staple,  together  with  a  mayor  and 
two  constables  of  the  staple.  This  was  an  important  grant. 
The  merchant  class  at  this  time  formed  a  fourth  estate  and  their 
staple,  held  by  special  grant  in  the  more  important  towns,  was 
a  combination  of  the  principle  of  the  guild  and  of  the  royal 
privilege  of  establishing  fairs  and  markets.  The  merchants  of 
the  staple  had  the  monopoly  of  purchase  and  export ;  the  towns 
of  the  staple  were  centres  for  the  collection,  trial  and  assessment 
of  goods.  They  had  their  own  customs  and  tribunals,  with 
which  neither  the  judges  nor  the  king's  servants  could  inter- 
meddle. 

Finally,  the  goods  of  outlaws  and  persons  attainted  within 
the  town  fell  to  the  town  and  no  longer  to  the  king. 

The  town  is  created  a  county.2  "  This  involved  a  more 
',  CounTyT'complete  emancipation  than  had  hitherto  been  usual  from  the 
intrusion  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county." 

The  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  were  henceforth  empowered 
to  elect  their  own  sheriff,  who  was  to  have  the  power  hitherto 
pertaining  to  the  sheriff  of  the  shire.  The  election  of  the  new 
official  had  to  be  notified  to  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer. 
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1  Stubbs  says  1448  ;  but  March  9th,  25  Henry  VI,  the  exact  date  of  this  charter,  is  1447,  because  this 
king  came  to  the  throne  In  August,  1422 

2  We  note  that  the  term  "  County  of  Southampton  "  Is  distinct  from  the  "  County  of  the  Town  of 
Southampton  " ;  the  former  means  the  "  County  of  Hampshire." 

The  privilege  of  being  made  a  county  was  naturally  enjoyed  first  by  London,  which  was  granted 
its  freedom  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  But  it  was  not  until  Edward  Ill's. reign  that  Bristol  received  the 
name  privilege.  Richard  II  conferred  the  dignity  upon  York,  Henry  IV  upon  Newcastle,  Norwich  and 
Lincoln,  Henry  VI  upon  Hull,  Southampton,  and  other  towns,  seventeen  in  all. 
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1452.  When  the  political  parties  were  becoming  exceedingly  em- 

bittered, and  the  king  was  desirous  of  obtaining  as  many 
adherents  as  possible  to  the  Lancastrian  side,  he  seems  to  have 
endeavoured  to  influence  Southampton  by  a  new  charter  in 
which  he  reiterated  the  privileges  which  he  had  formerly 
granted.  This  charter  differs  in  no  important  respect  from  that 
of  1447. 

1461.  Apparently  the  party  of  the  Red  Rose  did  not  gain  many 

adherents  in  the  town,  for  when  the  White  Rose  was  in  the 
ascendant  and  Edward  of  York  attained  his  ambition,  we  gather 
that  Southampton  had  been  particularly  loyal  to  him  in  this 
crisis.  He  immediately  granted  a  charter  in  which  he  favour- 
ably commented  upon  the  town's  loyalty  to  former  kings 
and  "  particularly  very  lately  to  ourselves."  Its  reward  was 
additional  privileges,  of  which  the  three  most  important  were 
the  session  of  the  court  of  pie  powder,  the  appointment  of 
justices  of  the  peace,  and  exemption  from  serving  on  juries 
without  the  precincts  of  the  town. 

The  court  of  pie  powder,  although  it  had. been  in  existence 
from  very  ancient  times,  was  now  acknowledged.  The  quaint 
name  arose  from  the  fact  that  this  court  was  held  during  the 
fairs.  As  the  court  of  the  clerk  of  the  market  tried  all  criminal 
offences  committed  at  fairs  or  markets,  so  the  court  of  pie 
powder  tried  civil  cases  arising  at  the  same  time.  The  dis- 
putants, on  one  side  at  least,  had  travelled  some  considerable 
distance,  to  the  detriment  of  their  foot-gear,  hence  the  name, 
"  dusty  feet."  Edward  IV  somewhat  limited  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court,  which  had  formerly  been  extensive,  by  confining  their 
authority  to  each  fair  or  market. 

Justices  of  The  town  court,  in  which  the  newly  appointed  justices  now 
sat  every  Tuesday,  relieved  the  sheriff's  court  by  hearing  personal 
pleas,  and  every  alternate  Tuesday,  cases  concerning  lands  and 
tenements.1  The  terms  of  this  charter  with  reference  to  fines  and 
amercements  were  confirmed  in  1480,  as  in  this  latter  charter 
the  terms  were  insufficiently  precise,  clear  and  efficacious. 

1652,  The  charters  of  Richard  III  and  Henry  VIII  contain  no  new 

grants.  Before  we  can  fully  appreciate  the  terms  of  the  charter 
of  Edward  VI,  we  must  go  back  and  review  the  position  of  the 
town  with  regard  to  the  trade  with  the  East. 


1  This  continued  down  to  1835,  when  the  Municipal  Corpoi  atious  Act  was  passtd. 
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That  cosmopolitan  city-state  of  Venice,  even  as  far  back  as 
the  twelfth  century,  had  gathered  into  its  grasp  the  Levant 
trade.1  Merchant  fleets  sailed  westward,  and  about  1320  five 
Venetian  galleys  entered  the  port,  and  owing  to  the  resentment 
shown  by  the  townfolk  there  ensued  a  desperate  fray  in  which 
blood  was  shed  and  property  destroyed.  Edward  II  was  greatly 
concerned  anent  the  possibility  of  a  diminution  of  his  revenue. 
He  therefore  desired  the  burgesses  not  to  press  their  quarrel 
with  these  wealth-bearing  strangers ;  hence  in  consideration 
of  compensation  from  Venice  the  affair  was  smoothed  over. 
Taking  into  account  the  anxiety  felt  by  both  parties  that 
the  trade  between  the  two  nations  should  not  be  curtailed,  we 
must  conclude  that  the  intercourse  was  of  considerable  moment. 
Half  a  century  later  an  Act  of  Parliament  conferred  on  the 
port  great  advantages  with  a  view  to  facilitating  the  trade  with 
Venice  and  Genoa.  This  act,  contained  in  Dr.  Speed's  History 
of  Southampton,  is  worth  quoting  :  — 

"Also  it  is  ordained  and  agreed  that  all  merchants  of 
Genoa,  Venice,  Catalonia,  Arragon,  and  of  other  kingdoms, 
lands,  and  countries  lying  westward,  being  at  peace  with 
our  Lord  the  King,  will  bring  to  Hampton  or  any  other 
place  within  the  realm,  carracks,  ships,  galleys,  or  any 
other  vessels,  laden  or  unladen,  may  freely  sell  their 
merchandise  there  to  whom  they  please,  in  the  manner 
before  mentioned,  and  may  there  re-load  their  said  vessels 
with  wool,  hides,  woolfells,  lead,  tin,  and  other  staple 
commodities,  and  may  freely  carry  them  to  their  own 
countries  westward,  paying  at  the  port  where  they  load  all 
manner  of  customs,  subsidies,  and  other  duties  of  Calais,  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  would  pay  if  they  carried  the 
same  goods  to  the  staple  of  Calais,  provided  they  give 
sufficient  security  that  they  will  carry  them  thence  west- 
ward, and  not  to  any  other  place  eastward  than  to  the 
staple  at  Calais,  if  haply  they  have  a  mind  to  go  thither, 
on  pain  of  the  forfeiture  appointed  aforetime." 
At  this  time  the  whole  of  the  Levant  trade  was  in  the  hands 
of  Venice  and  Genoa,  so  that  when  they  were  excused  from 
prolonging  their  voyage  to  Calais,  they  all  came  to  South- 
ampton. Hence  this  town  became  the  centre  of  all  the  Levant 

1  The  first  of  the  fleets  of  galleys  which  came  from  Venice  appears  to  have  been  organized  in  1317. 
Brown,  Calendar  (Venetian)  I,  Ixi. 

2  2  Richard  II,  stat.  I,  cap.  3  (1378).    Printed  in  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  II,  8. 
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trade  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  of  extreme  interest  and  of  great 
importance  to  note  the  staple  commodities  of  England  as 
mentioned  in  this  charter.  Hereafter  for  some  hundred  and 
fifty  years  the  galleys  returned  with  great  regularity.  The 
number  of  ships  commissioned  by  the  Doge  each  season  was 
from  three  to  five.1  The  ships  were  generally  here  about  sixty 
days,  their  coming  being  awaited  with  great  interest.  "  At  the 
close  of  1517  (December  loth),  Sebastian  Guistinian,  writing  to 
the  Doge  and  reporting  a  serious  storm  on  St.  Andrew's  Day, 
said  that  the  Venetian  galleys  were  anxiously  looked  for,  that 
they  would  have  a  good  market,  and  that  the  king  himself 
intended  to  come  and  make  purchases."  Henry  was  in  the  town 
in  June,  1518,  and  on  the  i6th  Sebastian  described  the  king's 
reception  by  the  captain  of  the  galleys.  "  On  the  loth,  the 
captain,  with  the  masters  and  myself,  went  out  of  the  town  to 
meet  his  majesty,  and  on  coming  up  with  him,  the  most  noble 
captain  delivered  a  brief  Latin  oration,  on  horseback,  surpassing 
his  entire  auditory,  which  had  no  idea  that  a  professor  of  navi- 
gation and  commerce  should  prove  himself  so  able  a  rhetorician." 
Henry  ordered  a  counsellor,  one  of  his  finest  scholars,  to  reply  ; 
he  then  partook  of  a  banquet  on  board  one  of  his  galleys,  at 
which  he  was  highly  delighted.  After  this,  feats  were  performed 
on  slack  ropes  suspended  from  the  masts,  to  the  immense 
admiration  of  the  spectators,  who  were  unaccustomed  to  such 
exhibitions  of  skill.  Next  day  the  king  chose  to  have  all  the 
guns  fired  again  and  again,  to  mark  their  range  ;  and  on  Satur- 
day (i2th)  left  for  the  bishop's  palace."  2 

The  Emperor  Charles  V  was  at  Southampton  in  1522,  his  fleet 
of  1 80  sail  awaiting  him  in  the  port.  It  seems  that  the  Venetian 
galleys  then  unlading  there  had  been  requisitioned  to  form  part 
of  the  Emperor's  convoy.  Later  in  the  same  year,  Suriano,  the 
Venetian  ambassador,  complained  to  Cardinal  Wolsey  that 
the  galleys  were  being  detained,  the  sailors  were  deserting,  and 
the  ships  being  spoiled  by  worms.  He  begs  they  may  be  allowed 
to  go  back. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show  the  importance  of  the  Venetian 
and  Genoan  trade  to  England,  and  in  particular  to  South- 
ampton. It  is  interesting  to  note  what  were  the  chief  imports, 


1  In  1439  a,  decree  of  the  Venetian  senate  permitted  the  captain  of  the  Flanders  galleys  to  go  ashore 
every  day  to  hear  mass,  whether  at  Sandwich  or  Southampton.— Davies. 

2  Brewer s  Letters,  etc.,  of  Henry  VIII.    Quoted  in  Da  vies'  History  of  Southampton,  p.  477-8. 
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and  we  cannot  do  better  than  quote  from  the  satirical  poem, 

the  "  Libelle  of  English  Polycye  "  :- 

"  The  grete  galleys  of  Venees  and  Fflorence, 
Be  wel  ladene  with  thynges  of  complacence, 
Alle  spicerye,  and  of  grocers  ware, 
Wyth  swete  wynes,  alle  manere  of  chaffare 
Apes,  and  japes  and  marmasettes  taylede, 
Trifles,  trifles  that  litelle  have  availede, 
And  thynges  wyth  whiche  they  fetely  blere  oure  eye, 
With  thynges  not  enduryng  that  we  bye." 

These  products  of  the  Orient  were  exchanged  for  those  articles 
mentioned  above  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  year  1378, 
namely,  wool,  hides,  woolskins,  lead,  and  tin.  When  Henry  of 
Richmond  was  a  refugee  at  the  court  of  Burgundy,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  his  mind  was  impressed  with  the  advantage 
which  England  possessed  for  the  industry  of  cloth  manufacture. 
Soon  after  he  came  to  the  throne  he  "  set  the  manufacture  of 
wool  on  foot  in  several  parts  of  his  country,  as  particularly  at 
Wakefield,  Leeds  and  Halifax  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 

he  secretly  procured  a  great  many  foreigners,  who 

were  perfectly  skilled  in  the  manufacture,  to  come  over  and 
instruct  his  own  people  here  in  their  beginnings."  l  Legislative 
encouragement  was  given  to  the  new  industry ;  the  export  of 
wool  was  prohibited,2  so  as  to  supply  material  for  making  the 
cloth.  But  wool  was  the  chief  article  required  by  the  Venetian 
and  Genoan  ship-masters,  hence  they  went  to  extremes  to  evade 
this  ordinance.  Of  course,  Southampton  felt  the  prohibition  to 
a  greater  extent  than  any  other  town  in  England.  In  fact, 
through  the  disappearance  of  their  trade  with  the  Italian 
Republics  the  town  was  practically  ruined.  Some  amount  of 
smuggling  must  have  been  carried  on  because  the  journals  take 
notice  of  a  few  Venetian  ships  being  here  after  the  wool- 
exportation  was  prohibited.  In  1569,  "  John  Crooke,  mayer,  a 
Venetian  ship  here,  £50,"  is  an  entry  which  proves  that  the 
game  was  worth  the  candle.  But  such  visits  were  few  and  far 
between. 

Now  we  are  in  a  position  to  understand  Edward  VFs  charter 
of  1552.  The  town  was  in  a  parlous  state,  the  streets  overgrown 
with  grass,  the  houses  in  whole  quarters  decayed,  and  the  walls 
and  forts,  called  "  bullwerkes,"  in  a  ruinous  condition.  The 


1  Defoe,  Plan  of  Englith  Commerce,  pp.  127,  129. 

2  4  Henry  VII,  c.  11 ;  22  Henry  VIII,  c.  2  ;  37  Henry  VIII,  c.  15. 
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poverty  of  the  inhabitants  was  such  that  they  found  it  impossible 
to  raise  the  fee-farm  of  ^200.  Hence  Edward  VI  reduces  by  this 
charter  the  fee-farm  to  £50,  provided,  firstly,  that  the  petty 
customs  of  the  town  do  not  amount  to  the  required  £200 ; 
secondly,  that  no  carracks  of  Genoa  nor  galleys  of  Venice  come 
to  the  port.  So  it  is  evident  that  Edward  was  determined  to 
enforce  his  father's  prohibition  to  the  fullest  extent.  There  was 
not  much  temptation  for  the  Levant  ships  now  that  the  exporta- 
tion of  wool  was  stopped,  and  advantage  was  taken  of  the 
destitute  state  of  the  town  to  prevent  the  burgesses  from  wel- 
coming the  Italian  traders,  who,  notwithstanding  the  restrictions 
with  regard  to  the  trade  in  wool,  might  possibly  have  done 
something  to  revive  the  fallen  fortunes  of  the  town. 

The  position  of  Southampton  was  not  unique,  although  the 
cause  of  her  ruinous  condition,  the  withdrawal  of  trade,  affected 
her  as  it  affected  no  other  town.  The  latter  half  of  the  fifteenth 
century  saw  a  state  of  general  destitution  which  can  be 
accounted  for  in  many  ways.  The  drain  in  money  was  enormous 
owing  to  the  French  war ;  the  drain  of  men  was  also  large. 
The  levies  for  the  wars  of  the  Roses,  and  the  depredations  of  the 
soldiers,  contributed  something  more  to  a  general  disorganisa- 
tion. The  towns  had  more  and  more  difficulty  in  contributing 
their  tenths  and  fifteenths.  As  far  back  as  1439  Andover  and 
Alresford  are  particularised  for  relief,  and  again  in  1442. 1  But 
information  concerning  the  causes  of  this  decline  of  the  towns  is 
very  vague.  Stray  items  of  information  are,  however,  instanced. 
From  the  Parliamentary  Rolls  we  learn  that  Shoreham  declined 
from  500  to  36  residents  owing  to  taxation  ;  that  Rottingdean 
was  burnt  by  the  French  ;  that  the  port  of  Yarmouth  was 
stopped  up  so  that  no  ships  could  enter.  "  The  real  extent  of 
the  decay,  and  the  position  and  character  of  the  places  which 
escaped,  could  only  be  clearly  understood,  as  all  similar  problems 
must  be  settled,  by  the  investigation  of  local  histories  ;  perhaps 
a  careful  study  of  the  distribution  of  churches  built  in  the 
Perpendicular  style  might,  at  least,  show  the  places  where  the 
evils  were  not  severely  felt."  2 

1551.  Edward  VI  made  other  attempts  to  revive  the  prosperity  of 

the  town,  and  in  1551  he  was  devising  a  scheme  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  free  mart  here  for  the  merchandise  of  cloth  and 


1  Rot.  Parl.,  V,  5  and  37. 

2  Cunningham,  Growth  of  English  Industry,  pp.  403-4. 
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tin.  If  the  scheme  for  Southampton  were  successful,  it  was  to 
be  extended  to  Hull.  There  are  full  details  in  Edward's  hand- 
writing, but  it  came  to  nothing. 

A  few  years  later  Queen  Mary  was  so  pleased  with  the 
reception  which  the  town  gave  to  her  consort,  Philip  of  Spain, 
that  she  gave  the  corporation  a  grant  "  that  all  malmseys  and 
sweet  wines  growing  in  the  islands  of  Candy  and  Retimo,  or 
within  any  part  of  the  Levant,  imported  into  England  either  by 
denizens  or  strangers,  should  be  landed  only  at  the  port  of  South- 
ampton, on  pain  of  forfeiting  2O/-  for  every  butt,  one  moiety  to 
her  majesty,  the  other  to  the  town."  1 

The  trade  of  the  town,  however,  failed  to  revive,  and  in 
Elizabeth's  reign  we  read  that  when  the  burgesses  were  required 
to  furnish  the  two  ships  and  pinnace  against  the  Armada,  the 
mayor,  writing  to  the  council,  expressed  his  inability  owing  to 
the  decay  of  trade  and  their  heavy  charges ;  moreover,  above  a 
hundred  and  ten  mariners  had  been  pressed  in  the  town  for  her 
majesty's  ships,  so  that  there  would  not  be  enough  found  to  man 
the  vessels. 

Ten  years  later  we  find  Southampton  included  among  the 
decayed  towns  such  as  Newcastle,  Hull,  Boston,  Lynn,  in  the 
north,  and  Bristol,  Poole,  and  Weymouth,  in  the  south. 
•  Such  are  the  chief  events  which  we  learn  from  external  sources. 

James  I,  in  1617,  confirmed  all  the  privileges  granted  by  former 
sovereigns,  but  his  charter  is  only  interesting  from  the  fact  that 
it  recites  charters  of  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Philip,  and  Henry  VIII, 
which  are  otherwise  non-extant.  Some  ten  years  before,  the 
corporation  had  obtained  a  charter,  in  which  the  privilege  of 
exclusive  trading  in  the  town  was  maintained  for  its  own  free- 
men, exception  being  made  in  favour  of  the  barons  or  burgesses 
of  the  Cinque  Ports.2 
Hi.  We  now  come  to  the  final  charter.  This  is  of  enormous 

length,  and  its  scope  is  best  shewn  by  enumerating  the  various 
heads.     After  the  preamble,  in  which  we  read  that  the  corpora  - 


1  Pat.  1  and  2  Philip  and  Mary  (1554).    Quoted  from  Speed,  who  adds  "The  Corporation  usually 
farmed  out  this  duty,  sometimes  for  £200  a  year,  as  they  set  forth  in  a  petition  concerning  the  surrender 
of  their  charter  in  1683.    In  29  Elizabeth,  1587,  the  Earl  of  Leicester  paid  for  it  £133/6/8  ;  in  31  Eliza- 
beth, 1589,  the  Earl  of  Essex  paid  200  marks." 

2  Dr.  Speed  gives  this  act  in  full  in  his  Appendix.    It  is  printed  in  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  Vol.  IV, 
p.  1148.    An  exemplification  of  these  privileges  as  to  buying  and  selling,  dated  Westminster,  24th  July 
(1607),  5  James  I,  with  the  great  seal  attached,  is  shewn  in  the  Museum  of  the  Hartley  University 
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tion  had  humbly  besought  the  king  to  approve  and  ratify  the 
grants,  charters,  and  letters  patent  of  former  sovereigns,  the 
charter  states  (i)  of  whom  the  corporation  is  to  consist ;  (2)  that 
the  corporation  may  be  sued  as  such  in  any  court  of  law  ;  (3)  the 
time  and  manner  of  election  of  the  mayor  and  other  officials ; 
(4)  the  names  of  the  first  mayor  and  bailiffs  under  the  new 
charter,  namely,  Henry  Bracebridge,  Henry  Pitt,  and  John 
Benger ;  (5)  the  recorder,  by  whom  chosen  and  how  sworn  in  ; 
(6)  how  the  mayor  and  other  officials  are  to  be  removed  in  case 
of  misdemeanour ;  (7)  the  mayor  to  be  the  king's  escheator  ; 
(8)  the  coroners,  and  by  whom  chosen  ;  (9)  the  boundaries  of  the 
town ;  (10)  that  the  mayor  and  corporation  are  to  have  the 
grant  of  the  port  of  Portsmouth  to  farm  for  ever;  (n)  that  a 
grant  of  ^"150  be  given  to  repair  the  town  walls  ;  (12)  that  the 
freemen  are  to  pay  no  petty  customs;  (13)  that  the  town  is 
ordained  to  be  a  county ;  (14)  that  a  sheriff  be  appointed  ; 
(15)  the  establishment  of  a  county  court ;  (16)  the  establishment 
of  a  staple  with  its  mayor  and  constables  ;  (17)  the  appointment 
of  porters,  packers,  and  carriers ;  (18)  that  the  mayor  and 
corporation  are  to  have  cognizance  of  pleas;  (19)  that  the  cor- 
poration hold  an  assize  of  bread,  etc. ;  (20)  the  appointment  of 
justices  of  the  peace  ;  (21)  the  removal  of  such  justices  for  law- 
ful cause ;  (22)  what  fines  can  be  made  in  aid  of  the  fee-farm  ; 
(23)  that  all  purprestures  within  the  town  be  granted  to  the 
corporation  ;  (24)  that  no  burgess  serve  on  any  jury  or  in  any 
office  without  the  town  against  his  will ;  (25)  burgesses  to  be 
free  from  murage,  pavage  and  quayage ;  (26)  that  the  corpora- 
tion are  not  to  hold  lands  exceeding  ^"100  per  annum  in  value  ; 
(27)  that  the  mayor  be  steward  and  marshal  of  the  king's  house- 
hold ;  (28)  that  power  and  court  of  admiralty  be  granted ; 
(29)  what  merchant  may  buy  and  sell  in  the  town  ;  (30)  that 
the  mayor  be  gauger  and  weigher  ;  (31)  that  the  burgesses  be 
free  from  prisage  ;  (32)  the  appointment  of  the  common  council ; 
(33)  tne  establishment  of  a  court  of  orphans ;  (34)  the  appoint- 
ment of  town  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  peace  ;  (35)  the  appointment 
of  the  town  sergeants ;  (36)  how  they  may  be  removed ;  (37) 
their  oath;  (38)  how  the  mayor  and  other  officials  be  fined  for 
refusing  office  ;  (39)  what  assessments  and  upon  whom  levied ; 
(40)  that  no  stranger  shall  erect  a  stall  at  fair  or  market ;  (41) 
the  prisons  and  keeper  thereof  ;  (42)  that  a  wheat  market  be 
held  every  Thursday ;  (43)  the  wheat  toll ;  (44)  who  may  sell 
wheat  and  to  whom  it  may  be  sold ;  (45)  that  the  mayor  be  not 
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compelled  to  bear  arms ;  (46)  that  the  rivers  and  watercourses 
are  to  be  cleansed ;  (47)  the  confirmation  of  the  privileges  and 
jurisdictions  of  the  town. 

This  is  the  charter  under  which  the  town  was  governed  until 
the  passing  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1835. 

The  new  points  raised  by  this  charter  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Concerning   the   court   of  admiralty   established  by   the 
charter  of  Henry  VI  in  1445,  it  is  enjoined  that  it  be  held  at  the 
Guildhall   or  some  other  place  within   the   liberties.1     It  was 
further   specified   that  the  court   should  consist  of  the  mayor, 
recorder  and  four  aldermen  or  any  three  of  them.     Authority 
was  given  to  choose  all  the  officers  of  the  court,  and  appeal  was 
allowed  to  the  lord  high  admiral. 

(2)  We  meet  for  the  first  time  the  term  common  council,  from 
which  was  evolved  the   town  council.     This  common  council 
here  consists  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  bailiffs  and  sheriff, 
as  well  as  all  those  who  had  heretofore  held  these  offices. 

(3)  The  court  of  orphans  is  established  with  full  power  over 
the  property  of  orphans  committed  to  the  care  of  the  town.2 

(4)  Mention  is  first  made  in  the  Charters  of  the  town  clerk. 
From  other  sources  we  gather  that  a  lawyer  had  given  legal 
advice  to  the  corporation  for  which  he  received  emolument.3    In 
Henry  VTs  reign  he  seemed  to  have  been  officially  recognised, 
because  we  read  that  John  Giles  had  "five  yerds  of  muster- 
dyvelyg  "  for  his  gown,  and  that  his  wages  were  £$  per  annum, 
with  an  allowance  for  paper,  parchment  and  ink.4     From  Henry 
VII's  reign  the  succession  of  these  officials  goes  on  without  a 
break.     He  combined  with  his  duties  those  of  clerk  of  the  peace. 

(5)  Four  sergeants-at-mace  are  appointed.     Dr.  Speed  says  of 
them  that  "  besides  their  duty  of  attendance  upon  the  mayor 
and  corporation,  they  are  sworn  officers  to  execute  all  attach- 
ments, arrests,  etc.,  within  the  town  and  its  precincts."     Before 
the   Municipal  Corporations   Act   of   1835,  two  of  them  were 
gaolers,  one  of  the  debtors'  and  the  other  of  the  felons'  prison  ; 


1  It  was  frequently  held  "  uppon  the  Watergate." 

2  The  principle  on  which  this  court  rested  had  been  anciently  recognised.    In  1562  silver  plate 
belonging  to  children  under  age  was  delivered  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  to  hold  on  their  behalf. 
John  Staveley,  by  his  will  in  the  same  year,  gave  a  piece  of  plate  to  the  town,  beseeching  "  the  maior 
and  his  brethren  to  be  as  fathers  to  his  children."    Lib.  Nig.,  fol.  99.    Boke  of  Remembrances,  fol.  93. 

3  In  Edward  II's  reign,  a  bushel  of  wheat. 
*  Steward's  Books,  1457, 
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the  third  collected  the  tolls  of  the  poultry  and  vegetable  market, 
and  the  fourth  was  water-bailiff.  They  were  also  called 
'  biddels '  (beadles).1 

(6)  Fines  were  imposed  for  refusing  to  take  office.    In  the  case 
of  the  mayor,  the  fine  seems  to  have  been  £100,  and  this  is  the 
amount  fixed  by  the  Act  of  1835. 

(7)  The    corporation    is   granted   the   power   of    taxing    the 
inhabitants. 

(8)  Various  enactments  are  made  concerning  the  markets,  the 
payments  of  tolls  by  strangers,  and  the  establishment  of  a  corn 
market. 

(9)  One  or  more  prisons  are  to  be  kept  in  the  town.     The 
bar  gate  was  used  as  a  prison  as  long  ago  as  1441,  from  which 
year  entries  concerning  repairs  are  made  in  the  Stewards'  Book. 
The   other  town  prison  was  off  St.   Michael's  Square  in  Fish 
Street,  and  was  also  an  ancient  establishment,  as  we  find  an 
entry  in  1469,  "  Receyvyd  of  the  vycary  of  Seynt  Michell  for 
rent  of  the  house  above  the  prison,  vis>  viijd'" 

(10)  For  the  benefit  of  sailors  and  fishermen,  the  mayor  and 
corporation  are  to  cleanse  all  creaks  and  rivers  leading  to  the 
town. 

This,  then,  is  the  last  of  the  town's  charters. 

1683.  Towards  the  end  of  Charles  II's  reign  in  1683,  there  was  a 

feeling  that  the  privileges  of  the  town  would  be  subject  to 
revision  by  the  crown  ;  the  object  of  the  crown  being  to  obtain 
a  direct  hold  over  all  municipal  elections.  But  after  a  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  to  consider  the  question  of  a  new 
charter,  the  whole  matter  fell  through  owing  to  the  death  of 
the  king. 

1688.  James  II  actually  prepared  a  new  charter  which,  according  to 

Dr.  Speed,  "  was  sent  to  Southampton  and  lodged,  as  tradition 
says,  in  some  private  hands  among  the  dissenters,  in  order  to  be 
produced  at  the  proper  time  ;  but,  as  the  attempt  of  the  king  to 
dispense  with  the  Test  Act  failed,  it  was  stifled  and  cancelled." 
The  thirteen  new  aldermen  and  the  twelve  new  burgesses  are 
mentioned  by  name,  and  many  of  them  were  dissenters.  All 

1  In  16T5  Isaac  Watts,  the  father  of  the  hyumologist,  on  refusing  to  renounce  the  covenant  and 
take  the  oaths  ou  being  appointed  "bidell,"  was  fined  £3.    See  entries  in  Journals.    There  were  only 
two  sergeants-at-mace  in  1883,  but  the  number  has  been  again  increased  to  four,  called  town-sergeants. 

2  In  March,  1774,  it  was  provided  that  a  new  gaol  should  be  made  in  God's  House  Tower,  at  a  cost 
of  £140.    It  embraced  a  gaol  for  felons  and  debtors,  and  a  Bridewell,  the  gaoler  in  each  case  being  one 
of  the  sergeanta-at-uiace. 
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officers  of  the  corporation  were  to  be  allowed  to  dispense  from 
taking  the  oath  of  the  king's  supremacy,  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  from  receiving  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

No  recorder  or  common  clerk  was  to  be  admitted  to  office 
without  royal  approbation  under  seal. 

Thirty  five  years  later  a  petition  for  a  new  charter  was  agreed 
to  by  a  majority  of  the  House,  and  received  the  town  seal. 
Nothing,  however,  came  of  this  action  and,  as  has  already  been 
stated,  the  charter  of  Charles  I  continued  in  force  until  1835. 


ZThe    Charters 

of  tbe 

Borough   of  Southampton. 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


I. 

1    JOHN,    1199. 


The  Bur-  JOHANNES  dei  gratia,  Rex  Angliae,  dominus  HiberniaY  dux 

Normanniae  et  Aquitaniae,  comes  Andegaviae,2  archiepiscol'is,  episc 


free  from       abba^bus,  comitibus,  baronibus,  iusticiariis,  vicecomitibus,  pre- 
and  pontage.  positis,  et  omnibus  ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem. 

VOLUMUS  et  firmit61'  precipimus  et  hac  present!  carta  con- 
firmamus  quod  Burgenses  nostri  de  Suhampt011  sint  quieti  de 
theloneo3  et  passagio4  et  pontagio,5  tarn  in  terris  quam  in  aquis, 
tarn  in  feiris  quam  in  mercatis,  et  de  omni  seculari6  consuetudine, 
per  omnes  terras  nostras  citra  mare  et  ultra,  et  per  omuem  potesta- 
tem  nostram,  et  prohibemus  ne  quis  eos  super  hoc  disturbet,  aut 
iniuriam  ullam,  molestiam,  aut  gravamen  faciat,  supcr  forisfacturam 
nostram  in  hiis  quae  ad  nostram  pertinent  potestatem.  Testibus 
W.  Rothomagensi  archiepiscopo,  E.  Eliens1  episropo,  Willelmo 
Marescallo  comite  de  Penbrok,  WilP'mo  filio  Radulf1  senescall0 
Normanniae,  Gavino  de  Glapion,  Rogero  constabulario  Cestriae.7 
Datum  per  manum  H.  Cantuar,  archiepiscopi  cancellarii8  ndstri  apud 
ruPem  Andeliaci  9  xxvi  die  Junii  anno  regni  nostri  primo. 


1  John  was  the  first  king  to  assume  this  title.    His  father,  Henry  II,  sailed  to  Ireland  in  1171,  and 
was  received  as  Over-Lord.    The  title  was  granted  him  by  the  Pope  on  condition  of  paying  Rome-Scot 
—that  is,  a  penny  a  year  on  each  house.    John  was  sent  over  to  rule ;  but  his  government  was  not  a 
success.    Henry  VIII  first  assumed  the  title  of  King  of  Ireland. 

2  See  note  on  charter  of  14  Edward  III,  below,  No.  V. 

3  Duty  on  imports. 

4  A  tax  upon  passengers. 

5  Bridge-toll. 

6  i.e.,  all  customs  excluding  ecclesiastical  dues. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


John,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland, 
Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  Count  of  Anjou,  to  his  arch- 
bishops, bishops,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sheriffs,  reeves,  and  to 
all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting. 

We  will  and  firmly  ordain  and  by  this  present  charter  confirm 
that  our  burgesses  of  Southampton  shall  be  free  from  toll, 
passage  and  pontage  money,  both  by  land  and  water,  both  in 
fairs  and  markets,  and  from  all  secular  customary  services  in  all 
our  dominions  both  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  sea,  and 
throughout  our  whole  realm,  and  we  forbid  any  hereafter  to 
molest  them,  or  to  inflict  on  them  any  injury,  trouble  or  hardship 
in  respect  to  that  which  pertains  to  our  authority  under  pain  of 
our  displeasure.  Witnessed  by  Walter,  Archbishop  of  Rouen, 
Eustace,  Bishop  of  Ely,  William  Marshall,  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
William,  son  of  Radulf,  seneschal  of  Normandy,  Gavin  de 
Glapion,  Roger,  constable  of  Chester.  Dated  by  the  hand  of 
Hubert,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  our  Chancellor,  at  Andelys, 
on  the  26th  of  June,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1199.] 


7  William  I  made  only  four  great  earldoms :  Chester,  Shropshire,  Durham,  and  Kent.    The  first 
two  were  made  to  keep  down  the  Welsh  ;  Durham  to  beat  back  the  Scots;  and  Kent  against  invaders 
from  the  Continent.    The  earls  had  royal  rights  and  could  appoint  their  own  sheriffs  (vicecomites). 
William  took  care  to  give  the  Earldoms  of  Durham  and  Kent  to  bishops,  who  could  not  marry  and 
found  families. 

8  Under  the  justiciar  (v.  charter  II,  note)  the  king's  clerks  or  chaplains  are  formed  Into  a  body  of 
secretaries,  the  chief  of  whom  bears  the  title  of  chancellor. 

»  The  scribe  of  the  "  Book  of  Charters  "  misread  this  word,  and  has  supplied  over  the  fracture  in 
the  original  the  word  "  Aurmall."— Davles'  History  of  Southampton. 

The  real  place  was  no  doubt  Chateau  Gaillard  (Castle  Frolicsome)  in  the  Andelys,  a  fortress  built 
by  Henry  II. 

The  error  Is  reproduced  In  every  successive  copy  of  this  charter. 
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II. 

11    HENRY    III,    1227. 


A  grant  of         HENRICUS   dei    gratia    Rex    Angliae,    dominus    Hyberniae,    Dux 
fel?a°rmnl]1  Norm"11111'16,1  Aquitaniae  et  Comes  Andegavi^  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis, 


hthe  port  Abbatibus>  Prioribus,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Forestoribu8,2 
of  Ports-  Vicecomitibus,3  Prepositis,  Ministris  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus 
suis>  salutera.  Sciatis  nos  concessisse  et  presenti  charta  nostra 
confirmasse  Burgensibus  nostris  de  Suhampton  villam  de  Suhampton 
ad  firmam4  imperpetuum  cum  portu  de  Portesmues  c"ni  onmibus 
pertinenciis  iibertatibus  et  libels  consuetudinibus  suis  et  aliis  omnibus 
q™6  ad  firmam  predjctae  villae  de  Suhampton  pertinebaut  telnpore 
Hennci  Regis  avi  nostri  tenendam  de  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris 

imperpetuum  ad  nrmam,   reddendo    inde   annuati'"  ad  festu™  sancti 
Michael185  ad  scaccarillln  nostrum  ducentas  libras6  sterlingorum,7 
quare  volum118  et  firmiter  percipimlls  quod  p'M'ct1  Burgenses  habeant  et 
teneant   predictam    villam   cum   p'MVo  portu  de   Portesmues  cum 
omnibus  pertinenciis  et  libertatibus   et   liberis   consuetudinibus   ad 
in  firmain  pertinentibus   sicnt   predictum  est,  sicut   carta8  d°mini 
egis  patris  nostri  quam  inde  habent  rac!onabiMter  testat". 

Hiis  testibus,  Huberto  de'  Burgo  comite  Kant"  Justit1"109  nostro, 
Gilberto  comite  Gloucestris  et  Hereford,  Willelrao  de  sancto  Johanne, 
Brjan°  de  Insula,  Radulfo  de  Trubleuitt,  Radulfo  fitz-Nichol, 
Huberto  Hose,  Hugone  de  Sanford,  Radulfo  de  Ralegh,  Henrico 
de  Capella  et  aliis.  Datum  per  manum  venerabilis  patris  Radlllfl 
Cycestride,  Episcopi,  canceUarii  nostri  apud  Mortelak10  tercio  die  Mail 
anno  regni  nostri  undecimo. 


1  This  is  not  correct  in  fact.    J  ohn  lost  Normandy  and  Anjou  in  1204,  but  he  still  retained  Aquitaine. 
The  kings  of  England,  however,  long  maintained  their  claims  by  continuing  to  employ  the  titles  "  Duke 
of  Normandy  "  and  "  Count  of  Anjou." 

2  The  only  time  this  word  occurs  in  the  charters.    It  is  suggested  that  they  were  justices  who 
administered  the  forest  laws.    The  forests  were  peculiarly  subject  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  King. 
They  were  outside  common  law,  had  special  laws  and  customs,  and  the  master-forester  was  independent 
of  the  justiciar. 

a  Vicecomes  :  a  sheriff.  The  word  used  after  the  Conquest  to  describe  the  scyr-gerefa  (shire-reeve)  ; 
probably  because  the  duties  of  the  Norman  "  vicecomes"  corresponded  with  those  of  the  English  sheriff. 
The  latter,  however,  was  a  royal  officer,  and  not  the  substitute  for  the  earl  or  comes ;  but  an  earl  was 
sometimes  hereditary  vicecomes  of  his  shire.— Stubbs'  Select  Charters. 

4  The  fee  farm  rent  was  the  composition  rent  paid  to  the  king  in  lieu  of  claims  which  might  result 
from  the  feudal  system. 

5  Michaelmas  day,  September  29th. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland, 
Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine  and  Count  of  Anjou,  to  his 
archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  earls,  barons,  justices, 
foresters,  sheriffs,  reeves,  servants,  and  to  all  his  bailiffs  and 
faithful  subjects,  greeting.  Know  ye  that  we  have  granted  and 
by  our  present  charter  have  confirmed  to  our  burgesses  of  South- 
ampton, the  town  of  Southampton  to  farm  for  ever,  together 
with  the  port  of  Portsmouth,  with  all  their  appurtenances, 
liberties  and  free  customs,  and  all  else  which  pertained  to  the 
farm  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton  in  the  time  of  Henry, 
our  grandfather,  to  be  held  to  farm  from  us  and  our  heirs  for 
ever,  by  paying  from  the  proceeds  yearly  on  the  feast  of  St. 
Michael  into  our  exchequer  two  hundred  pounds  sterling. 
Wherefore  we  will  and  firmly  ordain  that  the  said  burgesses 
shall  have  and  hold  the  said  town  with  the  said  port  of  Ports- 
mouth with  all  their  appurtenances  and  liberties  and  free 
customs  pertaining  to  that  farm  as  aforesaid,  as  the  charter  of 
King  John  our  father  which  they  hold  from  that  time  reasonably 
testifies.  Witnessed  by  Hubert  de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Kent,  our 
Justiciar,  Gilbert,  Earl  of  Gloucester  and  Hereford,  William  of 
St.  John,  Brian  de  Insula,  Radulf  de  Trubleuitt,  Radulf  fitz- 
Nichol,  Hubert  Hose,  Hugo  de  Sanford,  Radulf  de  Ralegh, 
Henry  de  Capella  and  others.  Dated  by  the  hand  of  the 
venerable  father  Ralph,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  our  Chancellor,  at 
Mortlake,  on  the  3rd  of  May,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  our  reign. 
[A.D.  1227.] 

«  £200  would  equal  quite  £2,000  at  the  present  day.    We  read  that  a  strong  pair  of  boots  at  this 
time  could  be  bought  for  2/-. 

7  Sterling=easterling,  the  old  name  of  the  traders  who  came  from  the  East,  i.e.,  Germany.    These 
traders  formed  an  association  of  trading  towns  (e.g ,  Lubeck,  Hamburg,  Bremen),  lasting  from  the 
twelfth  to  the  sixteenth  century,  called  the  Hanseatic  League.    The  coins  of  the  league  were  of  peculiar 
purity,  hence  "sterling"  applied  to  money  meant  "good." 

8  This  charter  of  John  is  included  in  Edward  Ill's  charter,  No.  V,  below.    It  was  also  dated  the 
first  year  of  his  reign. 

9  The  justiciar,  or  lieutenant-general  of  the  king,  was  the  king's  representative  in  all  matters : 
regent  of  the  kingdom  in  his  absence ;  supreme  administrator  of  law  and  finance. 

10  Mortlake,  in  Surrey,  on  the  Thames.    The  church  contains  the  tombs  of  Philips,  co-actor  with 
Shakespeare,  and  Sir  Philip  Francis,  the  reputed  author  of  •'  Junius'  Letters." 
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III. 

36    HENRY    III,    1252. 


Writ  of  HENRICUS    del    gratia  Rex    Angliae,    D°'nin"s    Hiberniae,    Dux 

Normanniae  Aquitaniae  et   Comes  Andegaviae,  Baronibus  suis  quinql!e 
P°rtuum>1  salutem-      Ex  querela  proborum   hominiim   nostrorum   de 
Ports  for  the  Suhampton  et  de  Portesmuth  intellexim"8  q"°d  eis  estis  graves  et 
ofthe^1106    m°lesti   yi   capiendo   karkas    in    navibus   vestris   de   hominibus 
liberties  and  volentibus  transfretare  in  portu  suo  de  Portesmuth  quern  de  nobis 
thlmenof     tenent   ad    firmam    et    faciendo    atachiamenta 2    sine    licencia 
ton  and"*"    ballivQTum*  eiusdem  portus  et  alias  iniurias  eis  inferendo  contra 
Portsmouth.  libcrtates  et  consuetudines  eoru"1  usitatas  et  approbatas,  et  ideo 
vobis  mandamlls  firmiter  iniungentes  qll°d  decetero  nulla'11  karkam 
in  predicto  portu  suo  capiatis  aut  atachiamenta  faciatis,  nullam 
eis  iniuriam  inferentes  contra  libertates  et  consuetudines  suas  eis 
a   nobis   concessas    super    forisfa°turam    nostram    set    permittatis 
emptores   vinor1""4  nostrorum    venientes   ex    parte   nostra  una  cu111 
ballivis  nostris  de  Suhampton  et  Portesm1168  vina  mercator"m  in  navib"s 
vestris  contenta  in  predicto  portu  ad  opus  nostrum  emere,  scHu1'1  qll°d 
si  secus  egeritis  dissimulare  no11  potfcrinms  quin  ad  vos  et  bona 
vestra  nos  graviter  capiamus. 

Teste   me   ipso   apud    Westmonasterimn  xiiii    die    Maii    anno   regui 
nostri  xxxvito. 


1  Originally  embraced  Hastings,  Romsey,  Hythe,  Dover,  and  Sandwich.    Later  were  added  Win- 
chelsea  and  Rye.    The  origin  of  these  ports  ia  obscure  and  may  possibly  be  traced  back  to  the  Roman 
period.    King  Alfred  mainly  relied  upon  ships  from  these  ports  in  his  struggle  against  the  Danes.    In 
the  twelfth  century  the  Cinque  Ports  were  given  a  charter,  in  return  for  which  their  barons  had  to 
supply  a  number  of  ships  for  the  fleet.    The  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports  still  exercises  maritime 
jurisdiction  as  ' admiral' of  the  ports,  presides  at  the  court  of  Shepway,  and  appoints  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  liberties. 

2  A  seizure  of  person  or  goods  by  legal  process. 

3  The  first  mention  of  bailiffs.    The  bailiffs  were  king's  officers  (Latin  baialus,  one  put  in  charge). 
They  were  nominated  by  the  king,  not  elected  by  the  commonalty.    Where  there  was  no  mayor,  the 
bailiffs  presided  in  the  courts. 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


[TRANSLATION.] 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland, 
Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  and  Count  of  Anjou,  to  his 
Barons  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  greeting.  From  the  complaint  of 
our  honest  men  of  Southampton  and  Portsmouth  we  have  under- 
stood that  ye  treat  them  harshly  by  forcibly  taking  cargoes  on 
your  ships  from  men  wishing  to  cross  to  their  port  of  Portsmouth, 
which  they  hold  from  us  to  farm,  and  by  making  attachments 
without  permission  of  the  bailiffs  of  the  same  port,  and  by 
inflicting  other  injuries  upon  them  contrary  to  their  liberties  and 
customs  approved  and  customary  ;  and  so  we  command  and 
strictly  enjoin  you  that  for  the  future  ye  take  no  cargo  in  their 
aforesaid  port  nor  execute  any  attachment,  nor  do  them  any 
injury  contrary  to  their  liberties  and  customs  granted  to  them 
by  us  under  penalty  of  our  displeasure,  but  that  ye  suffer  the 
wine  buyers  coming  on  our  behalf  together  with  our  bailiffs  of 
Southampton  and  Portsmouth  to  buy  the  wine  of  the  merchants 
contained  in  your  ships  in  the  aforesaid  port  for  our  use  ;  and 
be  ye  assured  that  if  ye  do  otherwise  we  shall  not  dissemble  our 
displeasure,  but  shall  exact  the  penalty  upon  you  and  your  goods 
with  severity. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  I4th  day  of  May  in 
the  thirty-sixth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1252]. 


In  Southampton  the  bailiff's  oath  was  as  follows  :  "  You  and  either  of  you  shall  truly  and  lawfully 
serve  the  King's  Majesty  in  the  office  of  Bailiff  within  this  His  Highness's  Town  of  Southampton  for 
the  time  that  you  shall  occupy  the  same  office  ;  the  right  of  the  said  town  in  the  Court  here  surely 
and  diligently  you  shall  keep  and  rule  unto  the  use  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and 
successors ;  you  shall  also  see  that  common  right  be  ministered  as  well  to  strangers  as  to  Englishmen, 
to  poor  as  to  rich,  in  that  which  to  you  belongeth  for  to  do  ;  and  also  the  said  Town  lawfully  and  truly 
to  advance  and  advantage  with  all  such  offices  and  profits  as  shall  grow  and  come  by  reason  of  the  said 
Court,  and  all  other  things  that  to  your  office  pertaineth  and  belongeth  for  to  do,  you  shall  well  and 
truly  do  and  execute." 

4  Winchester  had  a  large  wine-trade  at  this  period. 
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IV. 
50    HENRY    III,    1256. 


Neither  the 
Burgesses 
nor  their 
goods  to 
be  seized 
but  for 
their  own 
debts. 


HENRICUS  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae,  Dominus  Hibernlae,  Dux 
Normanniae  Aquitanniae  et  Com68  Andegaviae,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopi9, 
Abbatibus,  Prioribns,  Comities,  Baronibus,  Justiciarils,  Vice- 
comitibus,  PreposHis,  Ministris  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus 
suis,  salute™.  Sciatis  nos  concessisse  et  hac  carta  nostra  confir- 
masse  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  Burgensibus  nostris  de  Suhamp- 
ton  quod  ipsi  et  eorum  heredes  imperpetuum  per  totam  terra"1  et 
potestatem  nostram  habeant  hanc  libertatem,  videlicet  quod  ipsi 
vel  eorum  bona  quocunq116  locorum  in  potestate  nostra  inventa  non 
arestentur  pro  aliquo  debito  de  quo  ndeiussores  aut  principales 
debitores  non  extiterint,  nisi  forte  ipsi  debitores  de  eorum  sint 
communa  et  potestate  habentes  unde  de  debitis  suis  in  toto  vel  in 
parte  satisfacere  possint,  et  dicti  Burgenses  creditoribus  eoruudem 
debitorum  in  iusticia  defuerint  et  de  hoc  rac'onabilit61"  constare 
possit.  Quare  volumus  et  nrmiter  praecipimus  pro  nobis  et 
haeredibus  nostris  quod  praedicti  Burgenses  et  eorum  haeredes 
inperpetuum  habeant  libertatem  predlctam  sicut  predict"m  est.  Et 
perhibemus  supra  forisfacturam  nostram  ne  quis  eos  contra  hanc 
libertatem  vel  concess^nem  nostram  molestare  vel  inquietare 
presumat.  Hiis  testibus,  Guidon  de  Lezuman2  et  Galfro  de 
Lezuman  fratribus  nostris,3  Rogero  de  Monte  Alto,  Roberto  de 
Tatteshall,  Nich010  de  sancto  Mauro,  Walkelino  de  Ardern,  Radulfo 
de  Bakepur,  Willelmo  de  sancto  Ermino,  Willelmo  lernu  (?)  et 
aliis.  Datum  per  manum  nostram  apud  Bristoll,4  quarto  decimo 
die  Julii,  anno  regni  nostri  quadragessimo. 


i  Speed  explains  this  charter  by  a  reference  to  Ordinance  27  of  the  Guild  Merchants,  in  which  the 
Guild  are  required  to  look  into  the  goodness  of  the  security  offered  for  debts.  He  suggests  that  some 
person  had  lost  money  by  a  debtor,  whose  security  had  been  allowed  by  the  Guild,  and  that  he  had  sued 
the  Guild  for  the  debt.  This  charter  was  granted  to  prevent  such  suits  in  future. 

3  Usually  '  Lezinan,' 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


[TRANSLATION.] 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland, 
Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  and  Count  of  Anjou,  to  his 
archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  earls,  barons,  justices, 
sheriffs,  reeves,  officers,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects, 
greeting.  Know  ye  that  we  have  granted  and  by  this  our 
charter  have  confirmed  for  us  and  our  heirs  to  our  burgesses  of 
Southampton  that  they  and  their  heirs  for  ever  shall  in  all  parts 
of  our  dominions  and  authority  have  this  privilege,  namely, 
that  they  or  their  goods  wheresoever  found  within  our  jurisdic- 
tion, shall  not  be  arrested  for  any  debt  for  which  they  are  not 
either  sureties  or  principal  debtors,  unless  perchance  the  debtors 
shall  be  of  their  body,  and  have  wherewithal  to  satisfy  their 
debts  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  that  the  said  burgesses  shall  fail 
to  do  justice  to  the  creditors  of  the  same  debtors  and  that  this 
be  reasonably  proved.  We  therefore  command  and  firmly  ordain 
for  us  and  our  heirs  that  the  aforesaid  burgesses  and  their  heirs 
for  ever  shall  enjoy  the  said  liberty  as  aforesaid.  And  we  forbid 
on  pains  of  our  displeasure  that  any  one  shall  presume  to  molest 
or  trouble  them  contrary  to  this  our  liberty  or  concession. 
Witnessed  by  Guy  of  Lusignan  and  Geoffrey  of  Lusignan  our 
brothers,  Roger  de  Hautmont,  Robert  de  Tatteshall,  Nicholus 
de  St.  Maur,  Walkelin  de  Ardern,  Radulf  de  Bakepur,  William 
de  St.  Ermine,  William  lernu,  and  others.  Dated  by  our  hand 
at  Bristol,  on  the  141!!  day  of  July,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  our 
reign.  [A.D.  1256.] 


3  These  were  half-brothers  of  Henry  III.     The  widow  of  King  John,  Isabella  of  Angouleme, 
married  Count  Hugh  of  Lusignan. 

4  Bristol  was  the  great  seaport  of  the  west,  Yarmouth  of  the  east. 
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V. 
1*    EDWARD    III,    1341    (CHARTER    OF    INSPEXIMUS). 


Charter  of 
Henry  II. 

The  men  of 
Southamp- 
ton to  have 
their  Guild 
liberties  and 
customs. 


EDWARDUS  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franclael  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae,  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  hae  perveniunt,  salutem. 
Constat  nobis  per  inspect1onem  rotulorum  cancellariae  nostrae  quod 
cartam  nostram  nuper  fieri  fecimus  Burgensibus  de  Suthampton  in 
haec  verba.  Edwardus  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae,  Domin"s  Hibernlae  et 
Dux  Aquitaniae,  Archiepiscopls,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus, 
Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  Prepositis,2 
Ministris,  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem. 

Inspeximus  cartam  quam  Celebris  memoriae  dominlls  Henricus 
quondam  Rex  Angliae  progenitor  noster  fecit  Burgensibus  de  Suth- 
ampton in  haec  verba  :  Henricus  Rex  Angliae  et  Dux  Normanniae  et 
Aquitaniae  et  comes  Andegaviae,3  prepositis  et  ministris  suis  de 
Hampton,4  salutem.  Precipio5  quod  homines  mei  de  Hampton 
habeant  et  teneant  Gildam6  suam  et  onmes  libertates  et  consue- 
tudines  suas  in  terra  et  in  mari  ita  bene  et  in  pace  et  iuste  et 
libere  et  quiete  et  honorifice  sicut  habuerunt  melius  et  liberius  et 
quietius  tempore  Regis  Henrid  7  avi  mei  et  nullus  eis  supra  hoc 
ullarn  iniuriam  vel  contumeliam  faciat.  Testibus  Ricardo  de  Hum, 
constabulario,  Jocelino  de  Baillolio,  apud  Wynton.8 

Inspeximus  etiam  cartam  confirmafo^s  quam  domin"s  Edwardns 
nuper  Rex  Angliae  pater  noster  fecit  eisdem  Burgensibus  in  haec 
verba.  Edwardus  dei  gratia,  Rex  Angllne,  Domlnus  Hiberniae  et  Dux 
Aquitaniae,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Comitibus, 
Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  Prepositis,  Ministris  et 
omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem. 


Inspeximus   cartam   quam    bonae    memoriae 


Ricardus 


quondam  Rex  Angllae  progenitor  noster  fecit  Burgensibus  de  Suth- 
ampton in  haec  verba  :  Ricardus  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae,  Dux 
Normanniae  et  Aquit™  comes  Andegaviae,  Archiepiscopis,  Epis 


copis 


1  The  earliest  record  of  this  title,  which  was  assumed  in  1337. 

2  Prepositi — the  reeves  or  town  bailiffs— the  king's  representatives. 

3  Andegavia— i.e.,  Anjou.    The  Andecavi,  Andegavi  or  Andes  were  a  Gallic  people,  north  of  the 
Loire,  with  a  town  of  the  same  name,  also  called  Juliomagdus,  now  Angers. 

4  Hereafter  the  town  is  always  called  Southampton.    This  charter  is  otherwise  non-extant. 

5  The  use  of  the  singular  is  noteworthy.    In  no  other  charter  does  it  occur. 

6  See  note  to  charter  VI. 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON.  II 


[TRANSLATION.] 

Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come, 
greeting.  It  is  evident  to  us  by  inspection  of  the  rolls  of  our 
chancellory  that  we  have  lately  granted  our  charter  to  the 
burgesses  of  Southampton  in  these  words  :  Edward,  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland,  and  Duke  of 
Aquitaine,  to  his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  counts, 
barons,  justiciars,  sheriffs,  reeves,  servants,  and  all  his  bailiffs 
and  faithful  subjects,  greeting. 

We  have  examined  the  charter  which  the  Lord  Henry  of 
famous  memory,  formerly  king  of  England,  our  progenitor, 
granted  to  the  burgesses  of  Southampton  in  these  words  :  Henry, 
King  of  England,  and  Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  and 
Count  of  Anjou,  to  his  reeves  arid  ministers  of  Hampton, 
greeting.  I  ordain  that  my  men  of  Hampton  shall  have  and 
hold  their  Guild  and  all  their  liberties  and  customs  by  land  and 
by  sea  in  as  good,  peaceable,  just,  free,  quiet  and  honorable  a 
manner  as  they  had  the  same  better,  more  freely  and  quietly  in 
the  time  of  King  Henry,  my  grandfather ;  and  let  no  one  upon 
this  do  them  any  injury  or  insult.  Witness,  Richard  de  Hurn, 
Constable,  Jocelyn  de  Balliol,  at  Winchester. 

We  have  also  examined  the  charter  of  confirmation  which  the 
Lord  Edward,  late  king  of  England,  our  father,  granted  to  the 
same  burgesses  in  these  words :  Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland  and  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  to  his 
archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  counts,  barons,  justiciars, 
sheriffs,  reeves,  servants,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects, 
greeting. 

We  have  examined  the  charter  which  the  Lord  Richard 
of  good  memory,  formerly  king  of  England,  our  progenitor, 
granted  to  the  burgesses  of  Southampton,  in  these  words : 
Richard,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Duke  of 

7  Henry  I.    "  Most  of  the  principal  Cities  and  Towns  of  England  were  anciently  vested  in  the 
Crown,  and  the  Town  of  Southampton  was  so  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  I,  and  as  the  Inhabitants  of  it 
had  their  Gild,  or  were  incorporated  in  that  reign,  we  may  fairly  date  their  birth  from  that  time,  which 
is  as  early  a  beginning  as  any  Corporation  in  the  kingdom  can  prove  ;  for  Mr.  Maddox,  who  was  so  very 
industrious  in  his  search  after  matters  of  this  kind,  makes  mention  of  very  few  charters  before  Hem*y  II ; 
only  one  of  William  I ;  and  one  of  Henry  I ;  and  these  only  quoted  by  writers,  but  never  seen  by  him- 
self."—Speed.    In  the  Black  Book  (kept  in  the  Audit  House),  page  109,  there  is  mention  of  an  order  of 
Henry  II,  for  the  Burgesses  to  certify  what  Customs  the  Town  paid  before  its  incorporation.    Whence 
it  is  probable  that  its  incorporation  was  not  long  before  that  time,  perhaps  under  Henry  I. 

8  The  capital  of  the  kingdom  in  Henry  II's  reign.    Thereafter  London. 
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Charter  of1 
Richard  I. 

The  Bur- 
gesses to  be 
free  from 
toll,  passage 
and  pontage. 
1189. 


Abbatibus,    com 


itibus 


Bar0 


nibus 


Justit 


iariis  2     W'    ecomitibus 


sen 


eschallis  3 


Charter  ' 
of  John. 

The  men  of 
Southamp- 
ton to  hold 
their  town 
to  farm 
for  £200. 
1199. 


prepositis  et  omnlbus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis  totius  terrae  suae, 
salutem.  Volumus  et  firmiter  percipimus  et  hac  presenti  carta 
nostra  confirmavimus  quod  Burgenses  nostri  de  Suthampton  sint  quieti 
de  theoloneo  et  passagio  et  pontagio  tarn  in  terris  quam  in  aquis 
tarn  in  feriis  qliam  in  mercatis  et  de  omni  seculari  consuetudine  et 
per  omnes  terras  nostras  citra  mare  et  ultra  et  per  omnem  potestatem 
nostram.  Et  perhibemus  ne  quis  eos  super  hoc  disturbet  aut 
iniuriam  vel  molestiam  aut  gravamen  faciat  super  forisfacturam 
nostram  in  hiis  quae  ad  nostram  pertinent  potestatem.  Testibus 
W.  Dunolm  et  H.  Covintr,  R.  Balton,  Episcopis,  Comlte  Wilbelmo 
de  Mandevill°,  Johanne  Marescball°,  Simone  de  Bello  Campo,  Rogero 
filio  Remfr,  Roberto  de  Wycefeld.  Datum  per  manum,  Wilhelmi 
de  Longo  campo,  Cancillar"  nostri  Eliensis  electi,  apud  Ware 
Wik,  xxviii  die  Septembris,  anno  primo  regni  nostri. 

Inspeximus  etiam  cartam  quam  bonae  memoriae  dominus  Johannes 
quondam  rex  Angliae,  proavus  noster,  fecit  prefatis  Burgensibus  de 
Suthampton  in  haec  verba  :  Johannes  dei  gratia  rex  Angllae,  Dominus 
Hiberniae,  Dux  Normanniae  et  Aquitaniae,  comes  Andegaviae,  Archie- 
piscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justitiariis,  Vice- 
comitibus  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  sal"tem  :  Sciatis 
nos  concessisse  et  presenti  carta  confirmasse  Burgensibus  nostris 
de  Suthampton,  villam  de  Suthampton  ad  firmam  imperpetuum 
cum  portu  de  Portesmues  cum  omnibus  pertinenciis,  libertatibus  et 
liberis  consuetudinibus  suis  et  aliis  omnibus  quae  ad  firmam 
dictae  villae  de  Suthampton  pertinebant  tempore  Henrki  patris  nostri 
tenendam  de  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  imperpetuuni  ad  firmam 
reddendo  inde  annuatim  ad  festum  sancti  Michaelis  ad  scaccarium 
nostrum  ducentas  libras  sterlingorum.  Quare  volumus  et  firmiter 
precipimus  quod  predicti  Burgenses  habeant  et  teneant  predictam 
villam  cum  predicto  portu  de  Portesmues  cum  omnibus  pertinenciis 
et  libertatibus  et  liberis  consuetudinibus  ad  illam  firmam 
pertinentibus  sicut  predictum  est.  Testibus  Waltero  Rorhom,  Archie- 
piscopo^  E  Eliensij  Episcopo,  Willelmo  Marescallo  comite  de  Penbroc, 
Johanne  de  Percell. 

Datum  per  manum  H.  cantuar,  Archiepi9copi,  cancellar"  n°9tri, 
apud  Aurmall,4  xxx  die  Junii,  Regni  nostri  anno  primo. 


1  This  charter  is  otherwise  non-extant. 

2  Corresponded  to  Lord  Chief  Justices. 

s  An  officer  in  the  house  of  mediaeval  princes,  who  took  charge  of  feasts  and  domestic  ceremonies ; 
in  certain  cases  he  had  the  dispensing  of  justice,  and  held  high  military  rank. 
*  See  note  to  charter  I, 
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Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  Count  of  Anjou,  to  his  archbishops, 
bishops,  abbots,  counts,  barons,  justiciars,2  sheriffs,  seneschals,3 
reeves,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects  of  his  whole 
realm,  greeting.  We  will  and  firmly  ordain  and  by  this  our 
present  charter  have  confirmed  that  our  burgesses  of  Southamp- 
ton shall  be  quit  of  toll  and  passage  and  pontage  both  on  land 
and  sea,  both  in  fairs  and  markets,  and  from  all  secular  customary 
services  and  throughout  all  our  dominions  on  this  side  of  the 
sea  and  beyond  and  throughout  our  whole  realm.  And  we 
forbid  any  hereafter  to  disturb  them  or  cause  them  injury, 
trouble,  or  hardship  in  respect  to  that  which  pertains  to  our 
authority,  under  pain  of  our  displeasure.  Witnessed  by  William 
of  Durham  and  H.  of  Coventry,  Reginald  of  Bath,  bishops,  Count 
William  de  Mandeville,  John  Marshal,  Simon  de  Beauchamp, 
Roger  fitz  Remfr,  Robert  de  Wycefeld,  William  de  Longchamp, 
our  Chancellor,  bishop  elect  of  Ely,  at  Warwick,  on  the  28th 
day  of  September,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1189.] 

We  have  also  examined  the  charter  which  the  Lord  John  of 
good  memory,  formerly  king  of  England,  our  great  grandfather, 
granted  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  of  Southampton,  in  these 
words  :  John,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of 
Ireland,  Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  Count  of  Anjou,  to 
his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  counts,  barons,  justiciars,  sheriffs, 
and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting.  Know  ye  that 
we  have  granted  and  by  this  present  charter  have  confirmed  to 
our  burgesses  of  Southampton,  the  town  of  Southampton  to 
farm  for  ever,  with  the  port  of  Portsmouth  with  all  their  appur- 
tenances, liberties,  and  free  customs,  and  all  others  which 
pertained  to  the  farm  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  our  father,  to  be  held  from  us  and  our  heirs  for 
ever  to  farm,  on  rendering  thence  yearly  on  Michaelmas  Day  to 
our  treasury  £200  sterling.  Wherefore  we  will  and  firmly  ordain 
that  the  aforesaid  burgesses  shall  have  and  hold  the  aforesaid 
town  with  the  aforesaid  port  of  Portsmouth  with  all  their 
appurtenances  and  liberties,  and  free  customs  pertaining  to  that 
farm  as  is  aforesaid,  Witnessed  by  Walter,  Archbishop  of  Rouen, 
Eustace,  Bishop  of  Ely,  William  Marshall,  Count  of  Pembroke, 
John  de  Percell. 

Dated  by  the  hand  of  Hubert,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  our 
Chancellor,  at  Aurmall,  on  the  3oth  day  of  June,  in  the  first  year 
of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1199.] 
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Charter  of 
Henry  III. 
1256. 
The  Bur- 
gesses to 
have  the 
return  of 
all  writs. 


Inspeximus  etiam  cartam  quam  bonae  memoriae  dominus 
Henricus  quondam  Rex  Angliae  avus  noster  fecit  prefatis  Burgensibus 
eiusdem  villae  Suthampton  in  haec  verba  :  Henricus  dei  gratia 
rex  Angliae,  D0]ninus  Hiberniae,  Dux  Normanniae  et  Aquitaniae  et 
comes  Andeg™,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,,  Prioribus, 
Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  Prepositis, 
Ministris,  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  sallltcm.  Sciatis 
nos  concessisse  et  hac  carta  nostra  confirmasse  pro  nobis  et  heredi- 
bus  n°8tris  Burgensibus  nostris  de  Suthampton  qllod  illi  et  eorum 
heredes,  Burgenses  eiusdem  villae  imperpetuum  habeant  returnum 


omnium   briviu1 


villam    nostram   de   Southampton   et 


No  sheriff 
or  other 
king's  officer 
to  interfere. 


Power 
to  elect 
coroners. 


The  Bur- 
gesses not 
to  be 

impleaded 
without 
the  town. 


lib^tatem,1  eiusdem  villae  tangentium,  etc.  Et  qllod  ballivi  ip'ius 
villae  respondere  possint  per  manum  suam  propriam  ad  scaccarium 
nostrllm  de  omnibus  debitis  suis  et  sumulonicionibus  eiusdem 
scaccarii  predlctam  villam  de  Suthampton  contingentibus.  Ita 
quod  nullus  vicecornes  aut  alius  Ballivus  vel  Minister  noster  de 
cetoro  se  intromittat  de  summonicionibus  huiusmodi  aut  aliqui- 
bus  attachiamentis  vel  districtionibus  faciendis  in  predicta  villa 
nisi  per  defectum  dlctorum  Burgensiu™  aut  Ballivorum  eiusdem 
villae. 

Et  quod  iidem  Burgenses  de  se  ipsis  eligere  possint  et  creare 
coronatores2  in  predicta  villa  ad  attachiamenta  placitorum 
coronae  nostrae  infra  predlctam  villam  et  libertatem  eiusdem  villae 
emergentium  facienda  et  respondeant  coram  Justitiariis  nostris 
pertinantibus  in  partibus  illis  de  attachiamentis  per  ipsos  factis 
et  aliis  ad  officium  coronatoris  pertinentibus  sicut  alii  coronatores 
respondere  debent  et  volent.  Concessimus  etiam  eisdem  Burgen- 
sibus q"°d  non  implacitentur  extra  Burgum  suum  de  aliquibus 
tenementis  yel  catauis  suis  quae  habuerint  infra  libertatem  villae 
predictae  vel  de  aliis  placitis,  exceptis  transgressionibus  si  quas 
nobis  vel  heredibus  nostris  ab  eis  fieri  contigerit.  Et  quod  nullum 


i  The  liberties  of  the  Town.  "The  present  (A.D.  1770)  extensive  precinct  was  granted  by  King 
John  and  38  Henry  III,  as  follows  (translation) :— This  is  the  Inquest  taken  by  twenty-four  lawful  men 
(here  follow  the  names  of  the  Jury),  in  the  38th  year  of  Henry  the  son  of  King  John,  at  Shyrlegh, 
before  Lord  Ernald  de  Bosco,  at  that  time  Justice  in  Eyre  to  the  king's  majesty,  who  say  upon  their 
oath  that  this, the  bound  and  limit  between  the  forest  of  Bere  (the  present  Commonis  the  South  portion 
of  this  Forest)  and  the  king's  majesty's  Town  of  Southampton,  viz.,  from  Achard's  Bridge  (Southampton 
West  Station),  as  the  way  lies  Northward  by  the  Crosses  to  Cutthorn  (Padwell  Cross  to  North  of  Com- 
mon), and  from  Cutthorn  to  Burle- stone  (in  Burgess  Street),  and  from  Burle-stone  to  the  water  course  of 
Furzewells  (a  stream  flowing  into  the  Itchen  South  of  Woodmill)  as  it  goes  down  to  the  river  Ytchen. 
Within  which  bounds  of  the  liberties  of  the  king's  majesty's  Town  of  Southampton,  the  canons  of  St. 
Dionis  have  and  hold  a  certain  wood  called  Porteswood,  by  a  grant  from  Richard,  formerly  King  of 
England,  for  free  and  full  and  perpetual  charity  ;  and  this  wood  is  without  the  regard  and  is  exempt 
from  impeachment  of  waste;  for  which  wood  and  the  land  called  Kjngeslaud,  the  aforesaid,  king 
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We  have  also  examined  the  charter  which  the  Lord 
Henry  of  good  memory,  formerly  King  of  England,  our 
grandfather,  granted  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  of  the  same  Town 
of  Southampton  in  these  words  :  Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland,  Duke  of  Normandy  and 
Aquitaine,  and  Count  of  Anjou,  to  his  archbishops,  bishops, 
abbots,  priors,  counts,  barons,  justiciars,  sheriffs,  reeves, 
servants,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting. 
Know  ye  that  we  have  granted  and  by  this  our  charter  have 
confirmed  for  us  and  our  heirs  to  our  burgesses  of  Southampton, 
that  they  and  their  heirs,  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  for  ever 
shall  have  the  return  of  all  our  writs  touching  our  town  of 
Southampton  and  the  liberty  of  the  same  town,  etc.  And  that 
the  bailiffs  of  the  same  town  may  answer  by  their  own  hand  at 
our  treasury  for  all  their  debts  and  summons  of  the  same  treasury 
touching  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton.  So  that  no 
sheriff  or  bailiff  or  other  servant  of  ours  hereafter  shall  inter- 
meddle concerning  the  making  of  summons  of  this  kind  or 
attachments  or  districtions  in  the  aforesaid  town  except  by 
default  of  the  said  burgesses  or  bailiffs  of  the  same  town. 

And  that  the  same  burgesses  from  themselves  may  choose  and 
create  coroners  in  the  aforesaid  town  for  serving  attachments  of 
pleas  of  our  crown  emerging  within  the  aforesaid  town  and 
liberty  of  the  same  town,  and  shall  answer  before  our  justices 
pertaining  to  those  parts  concerning  attachments  served  by 
themselves  and  others  pertaining  to  the  office  of  coroner,  just  as 
other  coroners  ought  to  and  will  answer.  We  also  have  granted 
to  the  same  burgesses  that  they  shall  not  be  impleaded  out  of 
their  own  borough  for  any  tenements  or  chattels  which  they 
possess  within  the  liberty  of  the  aforesaid  town,  or  for  any  pleas 
except  offences  against  us  or  our  heirs,  if  any  shall  happen  to  be 
committed  by  them.  And  that  no  writ  shall  be  served  within 


remitted  100/-  of  his  ferme  of  the  Town  of   Southampton."— Speed.      The  above  boundary  was 
confirmed  7  Ed.  IV. 

In  4  Hy.  VII  the  precincts  are  described.  "Item,  ftrst,  fro  barred  Gate  unto  Acorn  (Achard's)  Brig 
and  Crosse,  W.N.W.,and  from  Acorn  Brig  and  Cross  unto  the  hede  Cross  (North  end  of  Hill  Lane), 
North  through  the  village  ca'led  Hill ;  and  fro  the  Hede  Cross  to  the  Gutted  Thorne  Crosse  Suth,  Suth, 
Est ;  and  fro  the  cutted  Thorne  Crosse  to  Borell  Stone  Crosse,  est,  at  Burger's  strete  end,  and  so  along 
Berger's  Strete  and  thorough  Kinghorn  Gate,  unto  Haven  Stone  in  Hilton,  Est  (near  Woodinill);  and 
fro  Haven  Stone  along  as  the  water  lyeth  unto  Hegstone  at  Blackworth,  Suth  (Northam) ;  and  fro 
Hegstone  as  the  water  lyeth  to  Ichenworth  (Perry)  Suth  ;  and  fro  Ichenworth  as  the  water  lyeth  to 
the  Mesyne  due  Yate  of  Southampton,  West." 

2  Coroners,  originally  so  called  because  they  had  principally  to  deal  with  pleas  of  the  crown.  The 
chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  is  the  chief  coroner  of  the  realm. 
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Breve  currat  infra  libertatem  predictae  villae  nisi  breve  de  recto,1 
breve  de  nova  Disseisina2  et  breve  de  Dote,3  unde  nihil  net  ut 
consuetum  est.  Et  quod  per  totam  terram  et  potestatem  nostram 
habeant  et  teneant  omnes  libertates  et  liberas  consuetudines  suas 
hucusque  optentas  et  usitatas  adeo  quiete  et  integre  sicut  cives 
Wyntoniences  vel  alii  de  regno  et  potestate  nostra  libertates  suas 
melius  et  liberius  habent  et  tenent.  Quare  volumus  et  firmiter 
percipimus  pro  nobls  et  heredibus  nostris  quod  predicti  Burgenses  et 
eorum  heredes  imperpetuum  habeant  omnes  libertates  prescriptas  et 
eisdem  de  cetero  libere  et  sine  impedimento  alicuius  utantur 
imperpetuum  sicut  predictum  est.  Et  prohibemus  super  forisfacturam 
decem  librarum  ne  quis  eos  contra  hanc  libertatem  et  concessionem 
nostram  molestare  vel  inquietare  presumat.  Hiis  testibus  Guidone 
End  of  de  Lezignan  et  Galfro  de  Lezignan,  fratribus  nostris,  Rogero  de 
Charter"'8  Monte  Alto>  Roberto  de  Tateshaf,  Walkelino  de  Beern,  Nich01o 
de  Sancto  Mauro,  Radulfo  de  Bakepur,  Wilelmo  de  Sancto  Ermino, 
Barth  le  Bigoti,  Willelmo  Gernim  et  aliis.  Datum  per  manum 
nostram  apud  Bristol! um,  quarto  decimo  die  Julii,  anno  regni 
nostri  quadragesimo. 

The  Bur-  Nos  autem  concessiones  predictas  ratas  habentes  et  gratas  eas 

freTfrom*6  P"°  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est  prefatis  Burgen- 
murage  and  sibus  concessimus  et  confirmamus  sicut  cartae  predictae  rationabiliter 
1337.  testant.  Preterea  volentes  eisdem  Burgensibus  uberiorem  gratiam 

facere  in  hac  carta  concessimus  eis  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris 
quod  ipsi  et  eorum  heredes  et  successores  Burgenses  eiusdem 
villae  imperpetuum  sint  quieti  de  muragio4  et  pavagio  de  rebus 
et  mercimoniis  suis  per  totum  regnum  nostrum.  Hiis  testibus 
venerabilibus  patribus,  S.  Cantuariensis,  Archieplscopo,  totius 
Angliae  primate,  A.  Wynton,  Epi800110,  Cancellar10  nostro,  et  I. 
Eliensis  Episcopo,  Thesaurario  n°8tro,  Hunfrydo  de  Bohun,  comite 
de  Hereford  et  Essex,  Hugone  le  Despenser,  seniore,  Johanne  de 
Hastynges,  Hugono  Dandelegh,  Juniore,  Wilelmo  de  monte 
Acuto,  seneschallo  hospicii  nostri,  et  aliis.  Datum  per  manum 
nostram  apud  Westmonasterium  quarto  die  Junii  anno  regni 
nostri  decimo. 


1  Writ  of  right  of  dower  :— In  which  the  demandant  claimed  lands  or  tenements  by  the  particular 
title  of  dower,  in  which  a  woman  was  endowed  of  part  of  her  dower,  and  was  deprived  of  the  residue, 
lying  in  the  same  town,  by  the  same  tenant  by  whom  she  was  endowed  in  part. 

2  Writ  of  novel  desseisin :— Formerly  there  were  several  real  actions  (now  abolished  by  3  and  4 
William  IV)  to  recover  rent  in  arrears,  viz.,  the  assize  of  mort  d'ancestre,  novel  desseisin,  and  de  con- 
suetudinibus  et  servitiis,  and  the  writ  of  right  sur  disclaimer.    By  the  statute  of  Westminster  (3  Ed.  I) 
"  by  the  assent  of  all  the  prelates,  assize  of  novel  desseisin,  mortancestor  and  darreign  presentment 
shall  be  taken  in  Advent,  Septuagesima  and  Lent ;  and  that  at  the  request  of  the  king  to  the  bishops." 

3  Writ  of  dower :— Applicable  in  all  other  cases  where  a  woman  was  entitled  to  dower. 
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the  liberty  of  the  aforesaid  town,  except  a  writ  of  right,  a  writ 
of  novel  desseisin,  and  a  writ  of  dower,  whence  nothing  shall  be 
done  as  is  usual.  And  that  throughout  all  our  realm  and  power 
they  shall  have  and  hold  all  the  liberties  and  free  customs 
hitherto  held  and  enjoyed  as  quietly  and  wholly  as  the  citizens 
of  Winchester  or  others  of  our  realm  and  power  have  and  hold 
their  liberties  better  and  more  freely.  Wherefore  we  will  and 
firmly  ordain  for  us  and  our  heirs  that  the  aforesaid  burgesses 
and  their  heirs  for  ever  shall  have  all  the  liberties  prescribed, 
and  shall  use  the  same  henceforth  freely  and  without  hindrance 
of  any  one  for  ever,  as  has  been  aforesaid.  And  we  prohibit  on 
penalty  of  £10  that  no  one  shall  presume  to  molest  them  or 
trouble  them  contrary  to  this  our  liberty  and  grant.  Witnessed 
by  Guy  of  Lusignan  and  Geoffrey  of  Lusignan,  our  brothers, 
Roger  de  Hautmont,  Robert  de  Tateshaf,  Walkelin  de  Beern, 
Nicholus  de  St.  Maur,  Radulf  de  Bakepur,  William  de  St.  Ermin, 
Barth  le  Bigot,  William  Gernim,  and  others.  Dated  by  our 
hand  at  Bristol,  the  i4th  day  of  July,  in  the  fortieth  year  of 
our  reign.  [A. D.  1256.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  and  secured  these  aforesaid  con- 
cessions for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  have  granted 
and  confirmed  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  as  the  aforesaid  charters 
reasonably  testify.  Moreover,  willing  to  give  greater  marks  of 
our  favour  to  the  same  burgesses,  we  have  granted  in  this  charter 
to  them  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that  they  and  their  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, burgesses  of  the  same  town,  for  ever  shall  be  quit  of 
murage  and  pavage  for  their  goods  and  merchandise  throughout 
our  whole  realm.  Witnessed  by  the  venerable  fathers,  Simon,6 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England,  and  Adam, 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  our  Chancellor,  and  John,  Bishop  of  Ely, 
our  Treasurer,  Humphrey  de  Bohun,  Count  of  Hereford  and  Essex, 
Hugh  le  Despenser,  senior,  John  of  Hastings,  Hugh  Danelegh, 
junior,  William  de  Montagu,  the  seneschal  of  our  household, 
and  others.  Dated  by  our  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  4th 
day  of  June,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1337.] 

4  In  the  4th  and  5th  years  of  John's  reign  the  king  allowed  £100  each  year  out  of  the  fee-farm 
towards  the  walling  of  the  town  (Pipe  Rolls,  4  and  5  John).  In  1260  and  1270,  Henry  III,  two  murages 
were  granted,  that  is,  liberty  to  collect  tolls  for  the  building  or  repair  of  the  walls.  By  about  1320 
the  flanking  towers  were  added  to  Bargate.  In  less  than  20  years  the  arcade  work  (believed  to  be 
perfectly  singular  and  unlike  anything  in  England)  on  the  West  was  completed.  The  usual  murage 
was  a  penny  in  the  pound,  a  half-penny  in  10/-,  a  farthing  in  5/-,  on  all  goods  brought  into  or  carried 
out  of  the  town,  whether  by  land  or  water,  by  burgesses  or  not. 

s  Simon  Mepham  was  archbishop,  1328—1333,  A.D. ;  John  Stratford,  1333—1848,  A.D.  (Crockford) ; 
yet  the  "  S  "  is  very  plain  in  the  charter. 
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The  above 
privileges 
not  to  lapse 
through 
non-use. 


The  Bur- 
gesses not 
to  be  sued 
for  lands 
without  the 
Borough. 


Burgesses 
to  be  quit 
of  quayage. 


Nos  autem  donationes  et  concessiones  predictas  ratas  habentes 
et  gratas  eas  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est, 
concedimus  et  confirmamus  sicut  cartae  predictae  rationabiliter 
testant.  Volentes  et  concedentes 


pro  nobis  et 


quod  licet  ipsi  vel  eorum  antecessores  Burgenses  eiusdem  villae 
aliqua  vel  aliquibus  libertatibus  piedictarum  hactenus  usi  non 
fuerint  ipsi  tamen  heredes  ac  successores  eorum  libertatibus  illis 
ac  earum  qualibet  sine  occasione  vel  impedimento  nostri  vel 
heredum  nostrorum  Justiciariorum,  Escaetorum,  Vicecomitum  aut 
aliorum  Ballivorum  seu  ministrorum  nostrorum  de  cetero  plene 
gaudeant  et  utantur.  Et  cum  in  dicta  carta  prefati  regis  Henrici 


proavi 


nostri 


contineatur  quod  iidem  Burgenses  non  implicitentur 

quae 


tionem  predictae  villae 


extra  Burgum  suum  de  aliquibus  tenem  3  vel  catallis  suis 
habuerunt  infra  libertatem  villae  predictae  vel  de  aliis  plac*tis 
exceptis  transgressionibus  si  quas  eidem  proav°  nostro  vel  heredibus 
suis  ab  eis  fieri  continget.  Nos  ad  meliora 
nostrae  Suthampton  et  commoditatem  Burgensiu 
eiusdem  villae  ut  eo  tranquillius  negotiationibus  suis  intendere 
possint,  volentes  eis  uberiorem  gratiam  facere  in  hac  parte  con- 
cessimus  eisdem  Burgensibus  pro  nobis  et  Heredibus  nostris  quod 
nullus  eorum  implicet  aut  implicitetur  coram  nobis  vel  aliquibus 
Justitiaril8  seu  ministris  nostris  vel  Heredum  nostrorum  extra 
Burgum  predictum  de  terris  et  tenementis  quae  sunt  in  eodem  Burgo 
seu  de  transgressionibus  contractibus  aut  aliis  quibuscunque  in 
Burgo  predicto  aut  libertate  eiusdem  factis  sive  in  terra  sive  in 
aqua  emergentibus  et  quod  non  ponantur  cum  hominibus  forinsecis 
seu  forinseci  cum  ipsis  Burgensibus  in  Assisis,  iuratis,  aut 
inquisitWbus  aliquibus  quae  ratione  terrarum  vel  tenementarum 
eodem  Burgo  aut  libertate  eiusdem  existentium  aut  transgressionu 
contractarum  seu  aliorum  negotiorum  intrinsecorum  in  eodem 
Burgo  aut  libertate  eiusdem  emerserint  capiendis,  set  Assisae 
illae,  iuratae  et  inquisitVes  de  ipsis  Burgensibus  et  non  aliis  in 
dicto  Burgo  solummodo  fiant  et  capiantur  nisi  res  ipsa  tangat 
nos  vel  heredes  nostros  aut  communitatem  eiusdem  villae.  Con- 
cessimus  insuper  eisdem  Burgensibus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus 
nostris  quod  ipsi  et  eorum  heredes  et  successores  Burgenses  eiusdem 
villae  imperpetuum  sint  quieti  de  kaiagio1  de  rebus  et  mercimoniis 
suis  per  totum  regnum  nostrllm.  Hiis  testibus  venerabilibus 
patribus  S.  Archiepiscopo  Cantuar,  totius  Angliae  primate,  J.  Eliensi 


in 

m 


i  There  were  three  quays,  the  Castle  quay  (near  the  Forty-steps),  the  Water  Gate  quay  (near  the 
Platform),  and  West  quay  (near  the  Pier). 
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We,  however,  having  ratified  and  secured  these  aforesaid 
donations  and  concessions  for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us 
lies,  do  grant  and  confirm  as  the  aforesaid  charters  reasonably 
testify.  Being  willing  and  granting  for  us  and  our  heirs  that 
though  they  or  their  ancestors,  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  may 
not  hitherto  have  used  any  one  or  more  of  the  privileges  afore- 
said, yet  they  and  their  heirs  and  successors  shall,  for  the  future, 
fully  enjoy  and  use  those  liberties  and  any  of  them  without  any 
let  or  hindrance  from  us  or  our  heirs,  justices,  escheators, 
sheriffs,  or  other  of  our  bailiffs  or  officers.  And  whereas  in  the 
said  charter  of  the  aforesaid  King  Henry,  our  great  grandfather, 
is  contained  that  the  same  burgesses  shall  not  be  impleaded 
out  of  their  own  borough  for  any  of  their  holdings  or  chattels 
which  they  have  within  the  liberty  of  the  aforesaid  town,  or  for 
other  pleas  except  transgressions  which  may  happen  to  be  done 
by  them  to  our  same  great  grandfather  or  his  heirs.  We,  for  the 
bettering  of  our  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton,  and  for  the 
convenience  of  our  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  that  they  may 
the  more  quietly  attend  to  their  business,  being  willing  to  shew 
them  greater  marks  of  our  favour,  have  granted  to  the  same 
burgesses  for  us  and  our  heirs  that  none  of  them  shall  sue  or  be 
sued  before  us  or  any  justices  or  officers  of  us  or  our  heirs  with- 
out the  aforesaid  borough  for  lands  and  tenements  which  are  in 
the  same  borough  or  for  transgressions  contracted  or  for  anything 
else  done  in  the  aforesaid  borough  or  the  liberty  of  the  same, 
whether  on  land  or  sea.  and  that  they  be  not  put  with  strangers 
or  strangers  with  the  burgesses  themselves  in  any  assizes,  juries 
or  inquest,  which  by  reason  of  lands  or  tenements  existing  in  the 
same  borough  or  liberty  of  the  same,  or  of  transgressions  con- 
tracted, or  of  any  other  business  that  may  happen  to  be  held 
within  the  same  borough  and  the  liberty  of  the  same,  but  such 
assizes,  juries  and  inquests  that  may  be  made  and  held  in  the 
said  borough  only  by  the  burgesses  themselves  and  no  others, 
unless  the  matter  itself  shall  touch  us  or  our  heirs  or  the  com- 
munity of  the  same  town.  Moreover,  we  have  granted  to  the 
same  burgesses  for  us  and  our  heirs  that  they  and  their  heirs  and 
successors,  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  for  ever  may  be  quit  of 
quayage  for  their  goods  and  merchandise  throughout  our  whole 
realm.  Witnessed  by  the  venerable  fathers,  Simon,  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England,  John,  Bishop  of  Ely,  our 
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Epl9copo,  Cancellar10  nostro,  H.  Lincoln,  Epi9copo  et  Thesaurario 
nostro,  Johanne  de  Warenna,  comite  Surrey,  Edmundo,  comite 
Lancaster,  avunculo  nostro,  Thoma  de  Wake,  Johanne  de  Ros, 
Senescallo  Hospicii  nostri,  et  aliis.  Datum  per  manum  nostram 
apud  Westmonasterium  vicesimo  octavo  die  Martii,  anno  regni 
nostri  primo. 

The  above         Et  quia  carta  ilia  casualiter  est  combusta  ut  accepimus,  nos 

having  been  tenorem  Cartae  illius  ad  requisitionem  dlctorum  Burgensium  per 

burnt,  a        inspecfo^m  rotulorum   predictorum  duximus  exemplificandum. 

is  made.        In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  lltteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes. 

Teste    me    ipso    apud   Westmona9terium  quarto    die   April19,  anno 

regni   nostri   Angliae    quarto   decimo,  regni   vero   nostri   Franciae 

primo. 


This  charter  la  omitted  by  oversight  from  the  Chartulary  which  was  ordered  to  ba  made  by  the 
Recorder  in  1734. 
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Chancellor,  Henry,  Bishop  of  Lincoln  and  our  Treasurer,  John 
de  Warenne,  Earl  of  Surrey,  Edmund,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  our 
uncle,  Thomas  de  Wake,  John  de  Ros,  seneschal  of  our  house- 
hold, and  others.  Dated  by  our  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the 
28th  day  of  March,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1328.] 

And  because  that  charter  by  chance  was  burnt,  as  we  have 
heard,  we  have  thought  fit  that  at  the  request  of  the  said  bur- 
gesses the  tenor  of  that  charter  should  be  exemplified.  In 
proof  of  which  we  have  caused  to  be  made  these  our  letters 
patent.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  4th  day  of 
April,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  reign  in  England,  but  in  the  first 
year  of  our  reign  in  France.  [A.D.  1341.] 
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VI. 
39    EDWARD    III,    1366. 


Permission        EDWARDUS   dei   gratia   Rex   Angliae   et   Franciae   et  Dominus 
a'toli'af*       Hiberniae  et  Aquitaniae,  omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  hae  pervenerint, 

Id.  in  the       salutem. 

pound  on 

all  goods  Constat   nob18  per   inspecc^em   rotulorum   cancellariae   nostrae 

SrtakeVSut  <luod  nos  nuPer  litteras  n°stras  patentes  fieri  fecerunt  in  haec  verba. 

of  the  town.  EDWARDUS  dei  gratia  rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus  Hiberniae 
omnibus  Ballivis  fidelibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pfervenerint, 
salutem.  Supplicaverunt  nobis  dilecti  nobis  Burgenses  villae  nostrae 
Suthampton,  ut  cum  ipsi  pro  perculis  ibidem  multotiens  imminen- 
cibus  quitandi  villam  predictam  pro  securiorum  custodia  eiusdem 
et  partium  adiacentium  muro  de  petra  et  calce  inceperint  claudere 
et  firmare  ip'ique  ad  clausuram  predlctam  perficiendam  non 
sufficiant,  velimus  concedere  eisdem  Burgensibus  ut  ipsi  de  bonis 
et  mercimoniis  infra  libertatem  villae  predictae  adductis  seu  extra 
eandem  libertatem  eductis  tarn  per  terram  quam  per  aquam  tarn 
videllcet  ipsorum  Burgensium  qnam  aliorum  quorumcunque  ad 
dictam  villam  et  libertatem  eiusdem  confluentiu111  percipere  et 
colligere  possint  unum  denarium  de  libra  de  omnibus  bonis  et 
mercimoniis  supradictis  usque  ad  certum  tempus  per  nos  limitandum. 
Nos  considerantes  villam  predictam  et  partes  adiacentes  per 
clausuram  dictae  villae  si  perficiatur  contra  dicta  pericula  imminencia 
posse  multipliciter  assecurari,  ac  volentes  securitati  dictae  villae 
et  partium  adiacentium  providere  prout  decet,  concessimus  eisdem 
Burgensibus  in  auxilium  clausurae  villae  predictae  quod  a  die 
confectionis  presentium  usque  ad  finem  decem  annorum  proxime 
sequentium  plenar16  completorum  capiant  et  colligant  per  manus 
illorum  quos  ad  hoc  deputare  et  pro  quibus  respondere  voluerint 
de  quibuscunq™  bonis  et  mercimoniis  infra  libertatem  dictae  villae 
adductis  seu  ab  eadem  eductis  tarn  per  terram  quam  per  aquam 
videllcet  ipsorum  Burgensium  qnam  aliorum  quorumcunq116  unum 
denarium  de  libra  et  de  decem  solidis  unum  obolum  et  de 
quinque  solidis  unum  quadrantem.  Ita  quod  de  denarii  inde 
proveriientes  per  ipsos  Burgenses  seu  deputatos  suos  circa  clau- 
suram villae  predictae  ponantur,  prout  melius  viderint  faciendum. 
Et  ideo  vobis  mandamus  quod  eisdern  Burgensibus  et  deputatis 
suis  in  premissis  intendentes  sitis  et  auxiliantes  durante  termino 
supradicto.  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu"1  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland  and  Aquitaine,  to  all  to  whom  these 
presents  come,  greeting. 

It  appears  to  us  by  inspection  of  the  rolls  of  our  chancellory 
that  we  have  lately  caused  our  letters  patent  to  be  written  in 
these  words :  Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England 
and  France,  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful 
subjects  to  whom  the  present  letters  come,  greeting.  Our 
beloved  burgesses  of  our  town  of  Southampton  have  besought 
us  that  since  they,  on  account  of  the  dangers  that  so  often 
threaten  them  there,  are  for  quitting  the  said  town,  and  they 
have  commenced  to  enclose  and  strengthen  it,  with  regard  to 
the  greater  security  of  the  same  and  of  the  adjacent  parts,  with 
a  wall  of  stone  and  chalk,  and  since  they  are  unable  to  provide 
for  the  completion  of  the  said  enclosing,  we  should  be  willing 
to  grant  the  said  burgesses  that  they,  for  the  goods  and 
merchandize  brought  into  the  liberty  of  the  said  town  or  taken 
out  of  the  same  liberty  as  well  by  land  as  by  sea,  both  of  the 
burgesses  themselves  and  of  any  others  whatsoever  who  come 
to  the  said  town  and  the  liberty  of  the  same,  may  gather  and 
collect  one  penny  per  pound  of  all  the  said  goods  and  mer- 
chandize to  a  certain  time  to  be  fixed  by  us.  We,  considering 
the  said  town  and  parts  adjacent,  if  by  enclosing  the  said  town 
it  can  be  brought  about  that  they  can  in  manifold  ways  be 
secured  against  the  said  imminent  dangers,  and  being  willing 
to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  same  and  the  parts  adjacent, 
as  is  fitting,  have  granted  to  the  same  burgesses,  in  aid  of  the 
enclosing  of  the  said  town,  that  from  the  day  of  the  completion 
of  these  presents  to  the  end  of  the  ten  years  next  ensuing  fully 
complete,  they  may  take  and  collect  by  the  hands  of  those 
whom  they  may  wish  to  depute  for  this  purpose  and  for  whom 
to  answer,  of  any  goods  and  merchandize  soever  brought  within 
the  liberty  of  the  said  town  or  taken  from  the  same,  as  well  by 
land  as  by  sea,  namely,  of  the  burgesses  themselves  and  of  any 
others  whatsoever,  one  penny  per  pound,  and  one  half-penny  per 
ten  shillings,  and  one  farthing  per  five  shillings.  Provided  that 
the  pence  thence  forthcoming  shall  be  expended  by  the  burgesses 
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patentes  per  predlctos  decem  annos  duraturas.  Teste  me  ipso  apud 
Westmonasterium,  vicesimo  ettduo  die  Junii,  anno  regni  n°8tri 
Angliae  vicesimo  nono,  regni  nostri  Franclae  sextodecimo. 

Nos  autem  tenorem  litterarum  nostrarum  predictarum  ad  requi- 
sitionem  Burgensiu™  villtte  predictae  exemplicicandum  duximus 
per  presentes.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  ljtteras  nostras  fieri 
fecimus  patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonasterinm,  decimo 
die  Februrarii,  anno  regni  nostri  tricesimo  nono. 
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themselves  or  their  deputies  on  the  enclosing  of  the  said  town, 
as  they  shall  see  it  better  to  be  done.  And  therefore  we 
bid  you  that  ye  shall  help  and  aid  the  same  burgesses 
and  their  deputies  in  these  premises  during  the  term  above 
mentioned.  In  testimony  of  which  thing  we  have  caused  these 
our  letters  patent  to  be  written  to  hold  good  during  the  said 
ten  years.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  22nd  day 
of  June,  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  our  reign  in  England,  in 
the  sixteenth  of  our  reign  in  France.  [A.D.  1356.] 

We  have  thought  it  fitting  that  the  tenor  of  our  letters  afore- 
said should  be  exemplified  by  these  presents  at  the  request  of 
the  burgesses  of  the  said  town.  In  testimony  of  which  thing 
we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent  to  be  made.  Witness 
my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  loth  day  of  February,  in  the 
thirty-ninth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1366.] 
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VII. 
7    RICHARD    II,    1384. 


RICARDUS   dei   gratia   Rex   Angliae    et    Franciae,   Dominus 

Hiberniae,  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  hae  pervenerint,  salutem. 

Edward  III.       Inspeximus   has    patentes   d°mini   Edwardi   nuper    Regis   Angliae 

Avi   nostri  in  haec  v8rba.     Edwardus  dei    gratia  Rex  Angliae  et 

Franciae  et  dominus  HeberniHe   omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  hae 

pervenerint,  salutem.     Constat  nobis  per  inspeccionem  rotulorum 

Cancellariae     nostrae    quod    cartam    nostram    nuper    fieri    fecimus 

Burgensibus  de  Suthampton  in  haec  verba  :  Edwardus  dei  gratia 

Rex  Angliae,  Dominus  Hiberniae  et  Dux  Aquitaniae,  Archiepiscopis, 

Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciar"8, 

Vicecomitibus,  Prepositis,  Ministris,  et  omnibus  ballivis  et  fidelibus 

suis,   salutem.      Inspeximus    cartam    quam    Celebris    memoriae 

Dominus    HenricuSj   quondam    Rex   Angliae,   progenitor    noster,    fecit 

Charter  of     Burgensibus  de  Suthampton  in  haec  verba  :  HenricuV  Rex  Angliae 

Henry  II.       et  Dux  Normanniae  et  Aquitaniae  et  Comes  Andegaviae,  prepositis,  et 

Ham™tonn°f    Ministris  suis  de  Hampton,  salutem.     Percipio  quod  homines  mei 

to  hold  their  de  Hampton  habeant  et  teneant  gildam 2  suam  et  omnes  libertates 

et  consuetudines  suas  in  terra  et  in  mari  ita  bene  et  in  pace  et 

iuste  et  libere  et  quiete  et  honorifice  sicut  habuerunt  melius  et 

liberius  et  quiecius  tempore  Regis  Hennci  Avi  mei  et  nullus  eis 

supra  hoc  ullam  iniuriam  vel  contumeliam  faciat.     Testibus  Ricardo 

de  Humet,  ConstabTrio,  Jocelyn  de  Baillolio,  apud  Wynton. 

Inspeximus  etiam  cartam  confirmac^is  quam  Dominus  Edwardus 
Rex  Angliae,  pater  noster,  fecit  eisdem  Burgensibus  in  haec  verba  : 
Edward  IPs  EDWARDUS,3  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae,  Dominus  Hiberniae  et 
Dux  Aquitaniae,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus, 
Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciar"8,  Vicecomitibus,  Prepositis, 
Ministris,  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem.  Inspexi- 
mus cartam  quam  bonae  memoriae  Dominus  Ricardus  quondam 
Rex  Angliae,  progenitor  noster,  fecit  Burgensibus  de  Suthampton 


1  See  charter  No.  Y,  p.  10.    This  is  the  oldest  charter. 

2  Gild  :  signified  originally,  among  the  Saxons,  a  fraternity,  and  was  derived  from  the  verb  Gildan, 
to  pay,  because  every  man  paid  his  share  towards  the  expenses  of  the  community.    Such  of  their  gilds 
as  were  commercial  gradually  took  the  shape  of  our  present  municipal  corporations,  whose  place  of 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Richard,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 

We  have  inspected  these  patents  of  Lord  Edward,  lately  King 
of  England,  our  grandfather,  in  these  words :  Edward,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France,  and  Lord  of 
Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting.  It  appears 
to  us  by  inspection  of  the  rolls  of  our  chancellory  that  we  have 
lately  caused  our  charter  to  be  granted  to  the  burgesses  of 
Southampton  in  these  words :  Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland  and  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  to  his 
archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  counts,  barons,  justiciars, 
sheriffs,  reeves,  officers,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects, 
greeting.  We  have  examined  the  charter  which  Lord  Henry  of 
famous  memory,  formerly  King  of  England,  our  progenitor,  made 
to  the  burgesses  of  Southampton  in  these  words :  Henry,  King 
of  England,  and  Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  and  Count 
of  Anjou,  to  his  reeves  and  officers  of  Hampton,  greeting.  I 
ordain  that  my  men  of  Hampton  shall  have  and  hold  their  guild 
and  all  their  liberties  and  customs,  on  land  and  sea,  as  well  and 
peacefully  and  justly  and  freely  and  quietly  and  honorably  as 
they  had  them  better  and  more  freely  and  quietly  in  the  time  of 
King  Henry,  my  grandfather,  and  no  one  shall  do  them  hereafter 
any  injury  or  insult.  Witnesses,  Richard  de  Humet,  Constable, 
Jocelyn  de  Balliol,  at  Winchester. 

We  have  examined  also  the  charter  of  confirmation  which 
Lord  Edward,  King  of  England,  our  father,  granted  to  the  same 
burgesses  in  these  words  :  Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King 
of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland  and  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  to  his 
archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  counts,  barons,  justiciars, 
sheriffs,  reeves,  officers,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects, 
greeting.  We  have  examined  the  charter  which  Lord  Richard 
of  good  memory,  formerly  King  of  England,  our  progenitor, 
made  to  the  burgesses  of  Southampton  in  these  words  : 


meeting,  it  may  be  observed,  is  still  called  the  Guildhall.    Some  curious  information  as  to  Anglo-Saxon 
gilds  or  clubs  will  be  found  in  Turner's  Hist.,  Anglo-Sax.,  vol.  III.,  p.  98,  6th  Ed. ;  where  mention  is 
made,  among  other  instances,  of  a  gild  of  the  clergy  of  Canterbury  and  a  gild  of  Thegns  at  Cambridge. 
Otherwise  non-extant. 
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Richard  I's    in  haec  verba.     RICardUS  dei  gratla  Rex  Angliae,  Dux  Normanniae, 
Aquitaniae,    Comes   Andegaviae,    Archiepiscopis,    Episcopis,    Abbatibus, 
"       Comitibus,    Baronibus,   Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  Sene8Cliallis,  Prepositis  et 


be  free  omnibus  ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis  tocius  terrae  suae,  salutem. 
passage  and  Volumus  et  firmiter  percipimus  et  hac  presenti  carta  nostra  confir- 
pontage.  mavimus  quod  Burgenses  nostri  de  Suthanton  sint  quieti  de 
theoloneo  et  passagio  et  pontagio  tarn  in  terris  quam  in  aquis 
tarn  in  feriis  quam  in  mercatis  et  de  omni  seculari  consuetudine 
et  per  omnes  terras  nostras  citra  mare  et  ultra  et  per  omnem 
potestatem  nostram.  Et  prohibemus  ne  quis  eos  supra  hoc  disturbet 
aut  iniuriam  vel  molestiam  aut  gravamen  faciat  supra  forisfacturam 
nostram  in  hiis  quae  ad  nostram  pertinent  potestatem.  Testibu8 
H.  Dunolm  et  H.  Covintrensi,  R.  Bathoniensi,  Episcopis,  Comite 
Will0  de  Mandevilla,  Johanne  Marescall0,  Simone  de  Bello 
Campo,  Rogero  fitz  Remfr0,  Roberto  de  Wytefeld.  Datum  per 
manum  Williami  de  Longo  Campo,  Cancellar11  nostri  Eliensis  electi, 
apud  Ware  Wic,  xxviii  die  Septembr1,  Anno  primo  regni  nostri. 

Inspeximus   etiam    cartam   quam   bonae   memoriae   Dominus 

Johannes  quondam  Rex  Angliae  proavus  noster  fecit  prefatis  Bur- 

John'i  gensibus  de  Suthampton  in  haec  verba  :  JOHannES  l  dei  gratia  Rex 

Charter.        Angliae,    Dominus  Hiberniae,  Dux    Normanniae,  Aquitaniae,  Comes 

granUojhe  Andeg^6,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopl8,  Abbatibus,  Comitibus,  Baroni- 

of  the  Pee-    bus,  Justiclariis,  Vicecomitibus,2  et  omnibus  ballivis  et  fidelibus 

SouThainp-    su*s>  salutem-     Sciatis  nos  concessisse  et  presenti  carta  confir- 

ton  and         masse  Burgensibus  nostris  de  Suthampton  villam  de  Suthampton 

'mou   '  ad  firmam  imperpetuum  cum  portu  de  Portesmues  cum  omnibus 

pertinentibus    ijbertatibus   et    liberis   consuetudinibus    suis   et   aliis 

omnibus  quae  ad  firmam  dictae  villae  de  Suthampton  pertinebant 

tempore  Henricus  Regis  patris  nostri  tenendam  de  nobis  et  n°8tris 

Heredibus  imperpetuum  ad  firmam.     Reddendo   inde  annuatim 

ad  festum  Sancti   Michaelis,  ad  scWiu"1  nostrum  ducentas  libras 

sterlingorum.     Quare  volumus  et  firmiter  percipimus  quod  predicti 

Burgenses  habeant  et  teneant  predlctam  villam  cum  predicto  portu 

de  Portesmues  cum  omnibus  pertinentlbus  et  libertatibus  et  Hberis 

consuetudinibus  ad  illam  firmam  pertinentibus  sicut  predictum  est. 

Testibus    Waltero    Rothomagensi,   Archiepiscopo,   E.    Eliensis   Episcopo, 

Williamo    Marescallo,   Comite  de   Pembroc,   Johanne    de   Percell. 

Datnm    per    manum    H.   Cantuar,  Archiepiscopi,   Cancellar11  n°8tri, 

apud  Aurmall,3  xxix  die  Jun11,  Regni  nostri  anno  primo. 

1  This  charter  is  lost,  but  it  is  almost  word  for  word  with  the  charter  11  Henry  III,  p.  4. 

2  "  Prepositis  "  omitted. 

3  See  note  to  charter  I. 

4  The  bishopric  of  Lichfleld  was  united  with  that  of  Coventry  in  1086.    The  bishop  resided  some- 
times in  Lichfleld,  sometimes  in  Coventry.    During  the  twelfth  century  the  See  was  at  Coventry. 
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Richard,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Duke  of 
Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  Count  of  Anjou,  to  his  archbishops, 
bishops,  abbots,  counts,  barons,  justiciars,  sheriffs,  seneschals, 
reeves,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects  of  his  whole 
realm,  greeting.  We  wish  and  firmly  ordain  and  by  this  our 
present  charter  have  confirmed  that  our  burgesses  of  South- 
ampton shall  be  quit  of  toll  and  passage  and  pontage  as  well  on 
land  as  on  sea,  both  in  fairs  and  in  markets,  and  of  all  secular 
custom  both  throughout  all  our  territories  on  this  side  of  the 
sea  and  beyond  and  throughout  all  our  realm.  And  we  prohibit 
anyone  hereafter  from  disturbing  them  or  causing  them  any 
injury,  damage  or  hardship  on  pains  of  our  displeasure  in  these 
lands  which  pertain  to  our  authority.  Witnesses,  Hugh,  Bishop 
of  Durham,  Hugh,  Bishop  of  Coventry,4  Reginald,  Bishop  of 
Bath,  Earl  William  de  Mandeville,  John  Marshall,  Simon  de 
Beauchamp,  Roger  Fitz  Remfer(P),  Robert  de  Wytefeld.  Dated 
by  the  hand  of  William  de  Longchamp,  our  Chancellor,  bishop 
elect  of  Ely,  at  Warwick,  28th  day  of  September,  in  the  first 
year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1189.] 

We  have  examined  also  the  charter  which  Lord  John  of 
good  memory,  formerly  King  of  England,  our  great  grandfather, 
made  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  of  Southampton,  in  these  words  : 
John,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland, 
Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  Count  of  Anjou,  to  his  arch- 
bishops, bishops,  abbots,  counts,  barons,  justiciars,  sheriffs, 
and  to  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting :  Know  ye 
that  we  have  granted  and  by  this  present  charter  have  confirmed 
to  our  burgesses  of  Southampton,  the  town  of  Southampton  to 
farm  for  ever  with  the  port  of  Portsmouth,  with  all  the  per- 
taining liberties  and  their  free  customs  and  all  others  which 
pertained  to  the  farm  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton  in  the 
time  of  King  Henry,  our  father,  to  be  held  from  us  and  our  heirs 
for  ever  to  farm.  By  rendering  thence  annually  at  the  Michaelmas 
to  our  treasury  ^"200  pounds  sterling.  W7herefore  we  will  and 
firmly  ordain  that  the  aforesaid  burgesses  shall  have  and  hold 
the  aforesaid  town  with  the  aforesaid  port  of  Portsmouth,  with 
all  their  appurtenances  and  liberties  and  free  customs  pertaining 
to  that  farm  as  was  aforesaid.  Witnessed  by  Walter,  Archbishop 
of  Rouen,  Eustace,  Bishop  of  Ely,  William  Marshal,  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  John  de  Percell.  Dated  by  the  hand  of  Hubert,  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  our  Chancellor,  at  Aurmall,  on  the  29 th 
day  of  June,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1199.] 
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Henry  Ill's 
Charter. 
[A.D.  1256.] 


Return  of 
Writs. 


To  choose 
Coroners. 


Not  to  be 
impleaded 
without  the 
Borough. 


To  have 
all  the 
liberties 
which  the 
Citizens  of 
Winchester 
have. 


Inspeximus  etiam  cartam  quam  bonae  memoriae  Dominus 
Henrlcus  quondam  Rex  Angliae  Avus  noster  fecit  prefatis  Burgensi- 
bus  eiusdem  villae  Suthampton  in  haec  verba.  HENRICUS  dei 
gratia  Rex  Angliae,  Dominus  Hiberniae,  Dux  Normarmiae  Aquitaniae  et 
Comes  Andegaviae,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus, 
Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  prepositis, 
Ministris  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem.  Sciatis 
nos  concessisse  et  hac  carta  nostra  confirm asse  pro  nobis  et 
Heredibus  nostris,  Burgensibus  nostris  de  Suthampton,  quod  ipsi 
et  eorum  Heredes  Burgenses  eiusdem  villae  imperpetuum  habeant 
returnum  omnium  brevium  nostrorum  villam  nostram  de  Suthampton 
et  libertatem  eiusdem  villae  tangenciu™.  Et  quod  Ballivi  ipsius 
villae  respondere  possint  per  manum  suam  propriam  ad  scaccanum 
nostrum  de  omnibus  debitis  suis  et  sun^onicWbus  eiusdem 
scaccarii  predictam  villam  de  Suthampton  contingentibus.  Ita  qll°d 
nullus  Vicecomes  aut  alius  ballivus  vel  Minister  noster  de  cetero 
se  intromittat  de  summonicionibus  huiusmodi  aut  aliquibus 
attachiamentis  vel  districcionibus  faciend18  in  predicta  villa  nisi 
per  defectum  dictorum  Burgensium  aut  ballivorum  eiusdem  villae. 
Et  quod  iidem  Burgenses  de  se  ipsis  eligere  possint  et  creare 
Coronatores  in  predicta  villa  ad  attachiamenta  placitorum  coronae 
nostrae  infra  predictam  villam  et  libertatem  eiusdem  villae  emergen- 
cium  facienda  et  respondeant  coram  Justiclanis  nostris  pertinantibus 
in  partibus  illis  de  attachiamentis  per  ipsos  factis  et  aliis  ad 
officium  Coronatoris  pertinentibus  sicut  alii  Coronatores  respon- 
dere debent  et  volent.  Concessimus  etiam  eisdem  Burgensibus 
quod  non  implaeitentur  extra  burgum  suum  de  aliquibus  tenementis 
vel  catallis  suis  quae  habuerint  infra  libertatem  villae  predictae  vel 
de  aliis  placitis  exceptis  transgressionibus  si  quas  nobis  vel 
heredibus  n°9tris  ab  eis  fieri  contigit.  Et  quod  nullum  breve 
currat  infra  libertatem  predictae  villae  nisi  breve  de  recto,  breve  de 
nova  disseisina  et  breve  de  dote  unde  nichil  fiet  ut  consuetum  est. 
Et  quod  per  totam  terram  et  potestatem  nostram  habeant  et  teneant 
omnes  libertates  et  liberas  consuetudines  suas  hucusque  et  usitatas 
adeo  quiete  et  integre  sicut  Gives  Wyntonienses  vel  alii  de  regno 
et  potestate  nostra  liberates  suas  melius  et  liberius  habent  et  tenent. 
Quare  volumus  et  firmiter  percipimus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris 
quod  predicti  Burgenses  et  eorum  heredes  imperpetuum  habeant 
omnes  libertates  prescriptas  et  eisdem  de  cetero  libere  et  sine 
inipedimento  alicuius  utantur  imperpetnum  sicut  predictum  est.  Et 


CHARTERS    OF   SOUTHAMPTON.  31 

We  have  examined  also  the  charter  which  Lord  Henry  of 
good  memory,  formerly  King  of  England,  our  grandfather, 
granted  to  the  burgesses  of  the  same  town  of  Southampton,  in 
these  words  :  Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England, 
Lord  of  Ireland,  Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  and  Count 
of  Anjou,  to  his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  counts, 
barons,  justiciars,  sheriffs,  reeves,  officers,  and  all  his  bailiffs 
and  faithful  subjects,  greeting.  Know  ye  that  we  have  granted 
and  by  this  our  charter  have  confirmed  for  us  and  our  heirs 
to  our  burgesses  of  Southampton,  that  they  and  their  heirs, 
burgesses  of  the  same  town,  for  ever  shall  have  the  return  of  all 
our  writs,  touching  our  town  of  Southampton  and  the  liberty  of 
the  same  town.  And  that  the  bailiffs  of  that  town  may  be  able 
to  answer  by  their  own  hand  to  our  treasury  for  all  their  debts 
and  summonses  of  the  same  treasury  touching  the  aforesaid 
town  of  Southampton.  Also  that  no  sheriff  or  other  bailiff  or 
officer  of  ours  for  the  future  shall  interfere  in  summonses  of  this 
kind  or  in  any  attachments  or  distraints  made  in  the  aforesaid 
town,  unless  by  default  of  the  said  burgesses  or  bailiffs  of  the 
same  town.  And  that  the  same  burgesses  of  themselves  may 
be  able  to  elect  and  create  Coroners  in  the  aforesaid  town  for 
the  attachment  of  pleas  of  our  crown  emerging  within  the  afore- 
said town  and  the  liberty  of  the  same  town,  and  shall  answer 
before  our  Justices  pertaining  to  those  parts  for  attachments 
made  of  themselves,  and  for  other  duties  pertaining  to  the  office 
of  Coroner,  as  other  Coroners  ought  and  are  wont  to  answer. 
We  have  also  granted  to  the  same  burgesses  that  they  shall  not 
be  impleaded  without  their  borough  for  any  tenements  or  chattels 
which  they  may  have  within  the  liberty  of  the  aforesaid  town, 
or  for  other  pleas  except  transgressions,  if  it  happens  that  any 
are  done  by  them  to  us  or  our  heirs.  And  that  no  writ  shall  run 
within  the  liberty  of  the  aforesaid  town  except  a  writ  of  right, 
a  writ  of  novel  desseisin  and  a  writ  of  dowry,  whence  nothing 
shall  be  done  as  is  accustomed.  And  that  throughout  all  our 
realm  and  authority  they  shall  have  and  hold  all  their  liberties 
and  free  customs  hitherto  held  and  enjoyed  as  quietly  and  freely 
as  the  citizens  of  Winchester  or  others  of  our  kingdom  and 
authority  have  and  hold  their  liberties  better  and  more  freely. 
Wherefore  we  will  and  firmly  ordain  for  us  and  our  heirs  that 
the  aforesaid  burgesses  and  their  heirs  for  ever  may  have  all  the 
prescribed  liberties,  and  may  use  the  same  for  the  future  freely 
and  without  hindrance  of  any  for  ever  as  has  been  before  said. 
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prohibemus  super  forisfVuram  decem  librarum  ne  quis  eos  contra 
hanc  libertatem  et  concessionem  nostram  molestare  vel  inquietare 
presumat.  Hiis  testibus  Guidone  de  Lezinnan  et  Galfro  de 
Lezinnan,  fratribus  nostris,  Rogero  de  Monte  Alto,  Roberto  de 
Tatesaf,  Walkelino  de  Ardern,  Nich01o  de  Sancto  Mauro,  Radnlfo 
de  Bakepur,  Willelmo  de  Sancto  Ermino,  Bartho  le  Bigot,  Willelmo 
le  Germin  et  aliis.  Datum  per  manum  nostram  apud  Bristollum, 
quarto  decimo  die  Julii,  Anno  regni  nostri  quadragesimo. 

NOS  autem  concessiones  predictas  ratas  habentes  et  gratas  eas 
Edward  II.    pro   nobis   et   heredibus   n°9tris    quantum   in   nobis   est   prefatis 
[A.D.  1317.]   Burgensibus   concedimus   et    confirmamus   sicut   cartae   predictae 
rationabiliter    testant.        Preterea     volentes    eisdem    Burgensibus 
The  Bur-       uberiorem  gratiam  facere  in  hac  parte,  concessimus  eis  pro  nobis 
freedom**6   et   heredibus  n°Htris  quod  ipsi  et   eorum   heredes   et   successores 
Murage         Burgenses   eiusdem   villae   imperpetuum  sint   quieti  de  muragio 
3*  et  pavagio  de  rebus  et  mercimoniis  suis  per  totum  regnum  nostrum. 
Hiis  testibus  venerabilibus  patribus,  W.  Cantuarienis  Archiepiscopo, 
tocius   Angliae  primati,    Johanne   Wynton,   Episcopo,    Cancellar10 
nostro,  et  I.  Eliensis,  Eplscopo,  Thesaurario  nostro,  Humfr^o  de  Bohun, 
Comite  Hereford  et  Essex,  Hugone  le  Despenser,  seniore,  Johanne 
de  Hastynges,  Hugone  Dandelegh(?)  Juniore,  Willhelmo  de  Monte 
End  of     ^    Acuto,   Senescallo   hospicii    n°9tri,  et   aliis.       Datum   per   manum 
charter.     '  nostram   apud   Westmonasterium,  quarto  die   Junii,  Anno  regni 

nostri  decimo. 

Conflrma-          Nos  autem  donaciones  concessiones  predlctas  ratas  habentes  et 
Ednbydin    gratas   Pro   n°t>is   et   heredibus  nostris   quantum    in    nobis   est, 
with  new    '  concedimus    et    confirmamus    sicut    cartae    predictae    rationabiliter 
tenant,  volentes  et  concedentes   pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris 
quod  licet  ipsi  vel  eorum  antecessores  Burgenses  eiusdem  villae 
aliqua   vel   aliquibus   libertatum   predictarum   hactenus   usi    non 
fuerint  ipsi  tamen  Heredes  ac  successores  sui  libertatibus  illis  ac 
earum  qualibet  sine  occasione  vel  impedimento  nostri  vel  Heredum 
nostrorum  Justiciariorum,  Escaetorum,1  Vicecomitum,  aut  aliorum 
ballivorum  seu  ministrorum  nostrorum  quorumcunque  de  cetero 
plene  gaudeant  et  utantur.     Et  cum  in  dicta  carta  prefati  Regis 
Henrici    proavi    n°9tri    contineatur    quod    iidem     Burgenses    non 
Not  to  be       implicitentur    extra   Burgum    suum    de    aliquibus    tenementis    vel 

Soufthe  catallis  suis  quae  habuerunt   infra   libertatem   villae  predictae  vel 
borough. 


1  In  the  case  In  which  property  lapsed  through  defect  of  heirs,  whether  naturally  or  by  attainder, 
the  king,  as  original  lord,  claimed  it  through  his  escheator  (O.P.,  escheti  M.P.,  tohoir ;  L.,  eatoadtre). 
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And  we  prohibit,  under  the  penalty  of  £10,  anyone  from 
presuming  to  molest  or  vex  them  contrary  to  this  our  liberty  and 
grant.  Witnessed  by  Guidon  de  Lusignan  and  Galfrey  de 
Lusignan,  our  brothers,  Roger  de  Hautmont,  Robert  de  Tatesaf, 
Walkelin  de  Ardern,  Nicholus  de  St.  Maur,  Radulf  de  Bakepur, 
William  de  St.  Ermin,  Barth  le  Bigot,  William  le  Germin,  and 
others.  Dated  by  our  hand  at  Bristol,  on  the  i4th  day  of  July, 
in  the  fortieth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1256.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  the  aforesaid  concessions  and 
securities  being  given  for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  do 
grant  and  confirm  them  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  as  the  afore- 
said charters  reasonably  testify.  Moreover,  being  willing  to 
show  our  more  abundant  favour  to  the  same  burgesses  in  this 
respect,  we  have  granted  for  us  and  our  heirs  that  they  and  their 
heirs  and  successors,  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  for  ever  may  be 
free  from  murage  and  pavage  on  their  goods  and  merchandise 
throughout  our  whole  realm.  Witnessed  by  the  venerable 
fathers, Walter,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England, 
John,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  our  Chancellor,  John,  Bishop  of  Ely, 
our  Treasurer,  Humfrey  de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Hereford  and  Essex, 
Hugh  le  Despenser,  senior,  John  de  Hastynges,  Hugh  Dandelegh, 
junior,  William  de  Montague,  the  seneschal  of  our  household, 
and  others.  Dated  by  our  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  4th  day 
of  June,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1317.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  the  aforesaid  donations  and 
concessions  and  securities  being  given  for  us  and  our  heirs  as 
far  as  in  us  lies,  do  grant  and  confirm  them  as  the  aforesaid 
charters  reasonably  testify,  being  willing  and  granting  for  us 
and  our  heirs,  that  though  they  or  their  ancestors,  burgesses  of 
the  same  town,  may  not  hitherto  have  used  any  one  or  more  of 
the  privileges  aforesaid,  yet  they,  their  heirs  and  successors  shall 
for  the  future  fully  enjoy  and  use  those  privileges  and  any  of 
them  without  let  or  hindrance  from  us  or  our  heirs,  justices, 
escheators,  sheriffs,  or  other  of  our  bailiffs  or  officers  whatsoever. 
And  whereas  in  the  said  charter  of  the  aforesaid  King  Henry, 
our  great  grandfather,  is  contained  that  the  same  burgesses  shall 
not  be  impleaded  out  of  their  own  borough  for  any  tenements 
or  chattels  which  they  held  within  the  liberty  of  the  aforesaid 
town,  or  for  other  pleas  except  transgressions,  if  it  shall  happen 
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Not  to  be 
joined  with 
foreigners 
in  Assizes. 


To  be 
free  from 
Quayage. 


de  aliis  placitis  exceptis  transgressionibus  si  quas  eidem  proavo 
nostro  vel  Heredibus  suis  ab  eis  fieri  continget.  Nos  ad 
meliorafo^m  predictae  villae  de  Suthampton  et  commoditatem 
Burgensium  nostrorum  eiusdem  villae  ut  eo  tranquillius  negocia- 
cWbus  suis  intendere  possint,  volentes  eis  uberiorem  gratiam 
facere  in  hac  parte  concessimus  eisdem  Burgensibus  pro  nobis 
et  Heredibus  nostris  quod  nullus  eorum  implicitet  aut  implicitetur 
coram  nobis  aut  aliquibus  Justiciariis  seu  Ministris  nostris  vel 
Heredum  noptrorum  extra  Burgum  predictum  de  terris  et  tenementis 
quae  sunt  in  eodem  Burgo  seu  de  transgressionibus  contractibus 
aut  aliis  quibuscunque  in  Burgo  predicto  aut  libertate  eiusdem 
factis  sive  in  terra  sive  in  aqua  emergentibus  et  quod  non  ponantur 
cum  hommibus  forinsecis  seu  forinseci  cum  ipsis  burgensibus  in 
assisis,  iuratis  aut  inquisicionibus  aliquibus  quae  ratione  terrae 
vel  tenementarum  in  eodem  burgo  aut  libertate  eiusde1'1  existencium 
aut  transgressionium  contractuum  seu  aliorum  negocionum 
intrinsecorum  in  eodem  burgo  aut  libertate  eiusde™  emerserint 
capiendis  set  assisae  illae,  iuratae  et  inquisiticiones  de  ipsis 
burgensibus  et  non  aliis  in  dioto  burgo  solummodo  fiant  et 
capiantnr  nisi  res  ipsa  tangat  nos  vel  heredes  nostros  aut 
Communitatem  eiusdem  villae. 

Concessimus  insuper  eisdem  burgensibus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus 
nostris  qll°d  ipsi  et  eorum  heredes  et  successores  burgenses  eiusde"1 
villae  imperpetuum  sint  quieti  de  kaiagio  de  rebus  et  mercimoniis 


suis    per    totum    regnu1 


Hiis    testibus    venerabilibus 


patribus    W.   Archiepiscopo    Cantuar,    tocius   Angliae   primate,    I. 


Eliensi,     Episcopo,     Cancellar1 


nostro, 


H.     Lincoln,      Episcopo, 


End  of 
Edward  Ill's 
charter. 


Thesaurario  nostro,  Johanne  de  Warenna,  Comite  Surr, 
Edmundo,  Comite  Kant,  Avunculo  nostro,  Thorna  de  Wake, 
Johanne  de  Ross,  senescallo  hospicii  nostri,  et  aliis.  Datum  per 
maim™  nostram  apud  Westmonasterium,  vicesimo  octavo  die 
Marcii,  Anno  regni  nostri  primo.  Et  quia  carta  ilia  casualiter 
est  combusta  est  [ut]  accepimus  nos  tenorem  cartae  illius  ad 
requisic1ouem  dlctorum  burgensium  per  inspecc^em  rotulorum 
predictorum  duximus  exemplificandUD1.  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu™ 
has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud 
Westmonasterium,  quarto  die  Aprilis,  Anno  regni  nostri  Angliae 
quarto  decimo,  regni  vero  n°8tri  Franciae  primo. 
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that  any  have  been  done  to  us  or  our  heirs  ;  we,  for  the  bettering 
of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  and  for  the  convenience 
of  our  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  that  they  may  the  more 
quietly  attend  to  their  business,  being  willing  to  show  them 
greater  marks  of  our  favour  in  this  respect,  have  granted  to  the 
same  burgesses  for  us  and  our  heirs  that  none  of  them  shall  sue 
or  be  sued  before  us,  any  Justice  or  officer  of  us  or  our  heirs, 
without  the  aforesaid  borough,  concerning  lands  and  tenements 
which  are  in  the  same  borough,  or  for  transgressions  contracted 
or  for  any  thing  whatever  done  in  the  borough  aforesaid  or  the 
liberty  of  the  same,  whether  emerging  on  land  or  by  water,  and 
that  they  shall  not  be  put  with  strangers  or  strangers  with  the 
burgesses  at  any  Assize,  Jury  or  Inquest,  on  account  of  any  lands 
or  tenements  existing  in  the  same  borough  or  the  liberty  of  the 
same,  of  transgressions,  contracts,  or  other  foreign  business  that 
may  happen  to  be  held  in  the  same  borough  or  the  liberty  of 
the  same  ;  but  such  Assizes,  Juries,  and  Inquests  shall  be  made 
and  held  in  the  said  borough  by  the  burgesses  themselves  and 
no  others,  unless  the  matter  itself  touches  us  or  our  heirs  or  the 
community  of  the  same  town. 

We  have  granted,  moreover,  to  the  same  burgesses  for  us  and 
our  heirs,  that  they  and  their  heirs  and  successors,  burgesses  of 
the  same  town,  shall  be  for  ever  quit  of  quayage  for  their  goods 
and  merchandise  in  all  parts  of  our  realm.  Witnessed  by  our 
venerable  fathers,  Walter,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate 
of  all  England,  John,  Bishop  of  Ely,  our  Chancellor,  Henry, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  our  Treasurer,  John  de  Warenne,  Earl  of 
Surrey,  Edmund,  Earl  of  Kent,  our  uncle,  Thomas  de  Wak, 
John  de  Ros,  seneschal  of  our  household,  and  others.  Given  by 
our  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  in  the  first 
year  of  our  reign.  And  because  that  charter  by  chance  was 
burnt,  as  we  have  heard,  we  have  considered  that  the  tenor  of 
that  charter,  at  the  request  of  the  said  burgesses,  should  be 
exemplified  by  inspection  of  the  aforesaid  rolls.  In  testimony 
of  which  thing  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent  to  be 
granted.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  4th  day  of 
April,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  our  reign  in  England,  the  first 
of  our  reign  in  France.  [A.D.  1341.] 
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Conflrma-  Nos  autem  litteras  predictas  et  omnia  contenta  in  eisdem  rata 
Richard  II.  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis 
est,  acceptamus,  approbamus  et  ea  prefatis  Burgensibus  et 
successoribus  tenore  presencium  concedimus  et  confirmamus 
prout  litterae  predictae  rationabiliter  testantur  et  prout  iidem  burgenses 
et  eorum  antecessores  villam  et  portum  predictos  a  tempore 
confectionis  cartarum  et  Iitt3rarum  predictarum  habuerunt  et 
tenuerunt  et  libertatibus  et  quietanciis  predictis  a  tempore  predicto 
uti  et  guadere  consueverunt.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has 
litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud 
Westmonasterium,  quinto  die  Novembris,  anno  regni  nostri 
septimo. 
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We  also,  having  ratified  the  aforesaid  letters  and  all  contained 
in  the  same,  and  securities  being  given  for  us  and  our  heirs, 
accept  and  approve  them  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  and  we  grant  and 
confirm  them  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  and  successors  by  the 
tenor  of  these  presents  as  the  aforesaid  letters  reasonably  testify, 
and  as  the  same  burgesses  and  their  successors  have  had  and 
held  the  town  and  port  aforesaid  from  the  time  of  the  completion 
of  the  charters  and  letters  aforesaid,  and  have  been  accustomed 
to  use  and  enjoy  the  liberties  and  quittances  aforesaid  from  the 
time  aforesaid.  In  testimony  of  which  thing  we  have  caused 
these  our  letters  patent  to  be  granted.  Witness  my  hand  at 
Westminster,  on  the  5th  day  of  November,  in  the  seventh  year 
of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1384.] 


CHARTERS    OF   SOUTHAMPTON. 


VIII. 


LETTERS    PATENT.    2    HENRY    Y,1    1418. 


Letters 
Patent  of  a 
grant  of 
License  to 
the  Mayor 
and  Bur- 
gesses of 
the  town 
of  South- 
ampton to 
Enrchase 
inds,  etc., 
within  the 
precincts 
of  the  town 
to  the 

yearly  value 
of  £100. 


HENRICUS,  dei  gracia,  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae,  omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint, 
salutem. 

Sciatis 


quod 
Southampton,2 


nos    debilitati    et   depauperation!   villae   n°Ve 
compatientes      volentesque     pro     relevatione 


eiusdem  providere,  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  concessimus  et 
licentiam  dedimus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  quantum  in 
nobis  est,  Maiori  et  Burgensibus  villae  predictae  quod  ipsi  et 
successores  sui  Maiores  et  Burgenses  ibidem  terras  tenementa 
et  redditus  infra  procinctum  villae  predictae  cuiuscumque  feodi 
existant19  ad  valorem  Centum  librarnm  per  annum  iuxta  verum 
valorem  eorundem  adquirere  possint  habenda  et  tenenda  sibi 
et  successoribus  suis  predictis  in  auxilium  supportationis  onerum 
villae  predictae  incumbencium  imperpetuum,  statuto  de  terris 
et  tenementis  ad  manum  mortuam  non  ponendis  edito  non 
obstante.  Dumtamen  per  inquisiciones  inde  in  forma  debita 
capiendas  et  in  Cancellaria  nostra  vel  heredum  nostrorum  rite 
retornandas  compertum  sit  quod  id  fieri  possit  absque  dampno  seu 
preiudicio  n°8tro  vel  heredum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  quorum  - 
cumque.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  lltteras  n°8tras  fieri  fecimus 
patentes.  Teste  me  ip8o  apud  Westmonasterium,  duodecimo 
die  Februarii,  anno  regni  nostri  secundo. 


i  In  the  report  of  the  Hist.  Maim.  Comm.,  1887,  this  and  the  following  Letters  Patent  are 
ascribed  to  Henry  V.  On  the  back  of  each  original  there  are  several  notes  of  various  dates,  one  of 
great  antiquity,  all  ascribing  this  and  the  following  to  Henry  IV.  Certainly  both  belong  to  the  same 
year,  as  both  are  written  by  the  same  hand. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  the  present  letters  come, 
greeting. 

Know  ye  that  we,  feeling  pity  for  the  weakness  and  poverty 
of  our  town  of  Southampton,  and  being  willing  to  provide  for 
the  relief  of  the  same,  of  our  special  grace  have  granted  and 
given  permission  for  us  and  our  heirs,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  that  they  and  their 
successors,  mayors  and  burgesses  of  the  same,  may  acquire  the 
lands,  tenements  and  rents  within  the  precincts  of  the  said  town 
of  any  farm  existing  to  the  value  of  ^"100  per  annum,  being 
about  the  true  value  of  the  same,  to  be  had  and  held  by  them 
and  their  successors  aforesaid  for  ever,  in  aid  of  the  support  of 
the  burdens  of  the  said  town  that  fall  upon  them,  the  statute 
of  mortmain  concerning  lands  and  tenements  notwithstanding. 
Provided  it  be  found  by  enquiry  thence  made  in  due  form  and 
rightly  returned  to  the  chancellory  of  us  or  our  heirs,  that  this 
can  be  done  without  hurt  or  prejudice  to  us  or  our  heirs  or  any 
of  them  whatsoever.  In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused 
these  our  letters  patent  to  be  granted.  Witness  my  hand  at 
Westminster,  on  the  i2ih  day  of  February,  in  the  second  year  of 
our  reign.  [A.D.  1415.] 


The  manuscript  is  almost  free  from  contractions  and  excellently  written.    The  initial  letter  of 
Henry  la  omitted. 

2  The  first  time  this  spelling  occurs. 
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IX. 
HENRY    VI,    1426. 


Henry 


Henry  IY.1 
[A.D.  1501.] 


Richard  II. 


HENRICUS  dei  gratia,  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Domlnus 
Hiberniae,  omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  saPtem. 

Inspeximus  cartam  confirmac^is  Domini  Henrici  nupcr  Regis 
Angliae  pater  nostri  factam  in  haec  verba.  HENRICUS  dei 
gratia,  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus  Hiberniae,  Archiepiscopis, 
Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Ducibus,  Comitibus,  Baronibus, 
Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  Prcpositis,  Ministris  et  omnibus 
Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem.  Inspeximus  cartam  Domini 
L  nuper  Regis  Angliae  patris  nostri  factam  in  haec  verba. 
HENRICUS  dei  gratia,  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Domlnus 
Hiberniae,  Archiepiscopls,  Episcopls,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Ducibus, 
Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  Prepositis, 
Ministris  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem.  Inspexi- 
mus LItteras  patentes  Domini  Richardi  nuper  Regis  Angliae  secundi 
post  conquestum  factas  in  haec  verba. 


Confirma- 
tion by 
Henry  IY, 
and  new 
grants  by 
him. 


[Here  follows  the  charter  of  7  Richard  II.] 

See  No.  VII,  p.  26,  above. 

Nos  autem  concessiones  et  confirmac^es  predictas  ratas 
habentes  et  gratas  eas  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  quantum 
in  nobis  est  acceptamus,  approbamus  ac  dilectis  nobis  Burgensi- 
bus  villae  predictae  haeredibus  et  successoribus  suis  Burgensibus 
eiusdem  villae  concedimus  et  confirmamus  sicut  cartae  et  litterae 


testantur>  Et  preterea  volentes  eisdem 
Burgensibus  gratiam  facere  uberiorem  de  gratia  nostra  speciali 
concessimus  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis 
est  eisdem  Burgensibus  quod  licet  ipsi  vel  antecessores  sui 
aliqua  vel  aliquibus  libertatum  vel  quietanciarum  in  cartis  et 
itteris  predlctis  contentarum  aliquo  casu  emergente  plene  usi  non 
fuerint,  ipsi  tamen  et  eorum  haeredes  et  successores  libertatibus 
et  quietanciis  predictis  et  earum  qualicet  de  cetero  plene  gaudeant 
et  utantur  sine  occasione  vel  impedimento  nostri  vel  haeredum 
nostrorum  iusticiariorum,  escaetorum,  vicecomitum  aut  balli- 
vorum  seu  ministrorum  n°9trorum  et  haeredum  nostrorum  quorum- 
cunque.  Nos  insuper  volentes  prefatos  Burgenses  nostros  ac 
eorum  haeredes  et  successores  favore  prosequi  ampliori  de  gratia 


These  charters  are  otherwise  uon-extant. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  present  letters  come, 
greeting. 

We  have  inspected  the  charter  of  confirmation  of  Lord  Henry, 
lately  King  of  England,  our  father,  granted  in  these  words : 
Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France,  and 
Lord  of  Ireland,  to  the  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors, 
dukes,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sheriffs,  officers,  servants,  and  all 
his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting.  We  have  inspected 
the  charter  of  Lord  Henry,  lately  King  of  England,  our  father, 
granted  in  these  words  :  Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
England  and  France,  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  the  archbishops, 
bishops,  abbots,  priors,  dukes,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sheriffs, 
officers,  servants,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting. 
We  have  inspected  the  letters  patent  of  Lord  Richard,  lately  King 
of  England,  second  after  the  Conquest,  granted  in  these  words : 

[Here  follows  the  charter  of  7  Richard  II.] 

See  No.  VII,  p.  27,  above. 

We,  therefore,  having  ratified  and  approved  the  aforesaid 
concessions  and  confirmations  for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in 
us  lies,  accept,  approve  and  to  our  beloved  burgesses  of  the 
aforesaid  town  do  grant  and  confirm  to  their  heirs  and  successors, 
burgesses  of  the  same  town,  as  the  aforesaid  charters  and  letters 
reasonably  testify.  And,  moreover,  being  willing  to  show  the 
same  burgesses  more  abundant  favour  of  our  special  grace,  we 
have  granted  for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  the  same 
burgesses,  that  although  they  or  their  predecessors  have  not  fully 
used  any  one  or  more  of  the  liberties  or  quittances  contained 
in  the  aforesaid  charters  and  letters  for  some  reason,  nevertheless 
they  and  their  heirs  and  successors  shall  for  the  future  fully 
enjoy  and  use  the  aforesaid  liberties  and  quittances,  and  any  of 
them,  without  let  or  hindrance  of  us  or  our  heirs,  justices, 
escheators,  sheriffs,  or  bailiffs,  or  any  servants  of  us  and  our 
heirs  soever.  We,  moreover,  being  willing  to  grant  more  ample 
favour  to  our  aforesaid  burgesses  and  their  heirs  and  successors 
of  our  special  grace,  and  also  for  the  greater  peace  of  the  same 
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The  first 

MsTor  and 
Bailiffs. 


The  Mayor 


anceofail 

personal,*  ' 
and  mixed. 


nostra  speciali  necnon  pro  maiori  quiete  ipsorum  Burgensium 
haeredum  et  successorum  suorum  ac  pro  melioracVe  et  forti- 
ncac!one  villae  predictae  in  frontem  inimicorum  nostrorum  notorie 
situatae,  ac  ectiam  ut  ligei  nostri  ad  villam  illam  inhabitandam 
tanto  avidius  de  cetero  confluant  et  accedant  quo  Burgenses 
villae  predictae  maioribus  privilegiis  et  gratiis  perspexerint  com- 
muniri.  Concessimus  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  quantum 
*n  no^^s  est  eisdem  Burgensibus  et  eorum  haeredibus  et  suc- 
cessoribus  Burgensibus  villae  predietae  imperpetuum  quod  Maior1 
et  Ballivi  villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes  habeant  cognicVes 
omnium  placitorum  realium  et  personalium  ac  mixtorum  tam 
assisarum  et  certificaciouum  quam  aliorum  quorumcumque  de 
omnibus  tenementis  et  tenuris  infra  villam  et  libertatem  predictas 
existentibus,  necnon  de  omnimodis  transgressionibus  debitis, 
compotis,  convencionibus  et  aliis  contractibus  quibuscumque 
mfra  easdem  villam  et  libertatem  tam  in  terra  quam  in  aqua 
emergendis  seu  faciendis  videlicet  in  Guyhalda  villae  predietae 
coram  eis  tenendi9  et  per  eosdem  maiorem  et  ballivos  ibidem 
plenarie  et  finaliter  terminandis  tam  in  presentia  nostra  et 
haeredum  nostrorum  quam  in  absentia  nostra  et  haeredum  nos- 
trorum, ita  quod  senescalli  et  marescalli  hospitii  nostri  et  haere- 
dum nostrorum  seu  quivis  alius  Justiciar,  officiarins  seu  minister 
noster  vel  haeredum  nostrorum  de  cognicionibus  placitorum  huius- 
modi  placitis  realibus,  personalibus  sive  mixtis  aut  assisis  vel 
certificacVibus,  necnon  de  t^nsgress'o^bus  debitis,  compotis, 
convenc^ibus  aut  aliis  contractibus  infra  villam  et  libertatem 
predictas  emergendis  seu  faciendis  in  futurum  se  nullatenus 
intromittat  nisi  duntaxat  de  transgressjonibus,  convencionibus  et 
contractibus  in  hospitio  nostro  et  haeredum  nostrorum,  videllcet 
inter  illos  qui  sunt  de  eodem  hospitio  faciendis.  Concessimus 
etiam  eisdem  Burgensibus  quod  ipsi  haeredes  et  successores  sui 


i  The  first  mention  of  a  Mayor  is  found  in  a  charter  of  John  granted  to  London  in  1215.  "  Sciatii 
nos  concessisse  .  .  .  baronibus  nostris  de  civitate  nostra  Londoniarum,  quod  eligant  sibi  maiorem 
de  seipsis  singulis  annis,  qui  nobis  fldelis  sit,  discretus  et  icloneus  ad  regimen  civitatis." 

There  was  certainly  a  mayor  about  1217,  and  Benedict  Ace  ruled  in  that  capacity  at  least  from 
1237—1249.  At  the  end  of  this  long  tenure  of  office,  whether  or  not  in  reflection  on  its  late  occupant, 
the  burgesses  obtained  by  royal  patent  (1249)  the  curious  grant  that  neither  they  nor  their  successors 
should  be  governed  by  a  mayor.  "  Bex  omnibus,  salutem.  Sciatis  quod  concessimus  Burgensibus  nostris 
de  Suhampton  quod  ipsi  et  eorum  haeredes  aliquo  tempore  non  habeant  maiorem  in  predicta  villa 
nostra  de  Suthampton."  33  Henry  III. 

The  mayor's  oath  runs :— "  You  shall  well  and  truly  serve  the  King  our  Sovereign  Lord,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  in  the  office  of  the  Mayoralty  of  this  town  ;  and  the  same  town  shall  sure  guard  and 
keep  to  the  behalf  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors ;  and  the  King's  profit  shall 
do  and  maintain  that  belongeth  unto  you,  and  the  right  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  and  all  that  to  the 
crown  appertaineth  in  the  said  town,  you  shall  lawfully  keep  and  save  ;  you  shall  not  assent  to  any 
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burgesses,  their  heirs  and  successors,  and  for  the  betterment  and 
fortification  of  the  aforesaid  town,  notoriously  situated  in  front 
of  our  enemies,  and  also  that  our  liege  subjects  may  the  more 
eagerly  resort  to  and  come  to  inhabit  the  said  town,  the  more 
they  shall  see  the  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  strengthened 
by  greater  privileges  and  grants,  have  granted  for  us  and 
our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  the  same  burgesses  and  their 
heirs  and  successors,  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  ever, 
that  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  said  town  for  the  time  being 
shall  have  cognisance  of  all  pleas,  real,  personal  and  mixed, 
both  those  held  by  Assizes  and  certifications  and  of  all  others 
whatsoever  concerning  all  tenements  and  tenures  existing  within 
the  town  and  liberty,  also  of  all  manner  of  offences,  debts, 
accounts,  conventions,  and  other  contracts  whatsoever,  arising 
or  done  within  the  same  town  and  liberty  both  on  land  and  sea, 
namely,  to  be  held  before  them  in  the  Guildhall  of  the  town 
aforesaid,  and  there  to  be  fully  and  finally  determined  by  the 
same  mayor  and  bailiffs,  both  when  we  and  our  heirs  are  present 
and  when  we  and  our  heirs  are  absent,  so  that  no  seneschal  or 
marshal  of  the  household  of  us  and  our  heirs  or  any  other  justice, 
officer  or  servant  of  us  or  our  heirs,  shall  in  any  way  for  the 
future  intermeddle  concerning  the  cognisance  of  pleas  of  such 
kind  as  pleas  real,  personal  or  mixed,  or  assizes  or  certifications, 
also  concerning  offences,  debts,  accounts,  conventions  or  other 
contracts  arising  or  done  within  the  town  and  liberty  aforesaid, 
except  only  in  the  matter  of  offences,  conventions  and  contracts 
happening  in  the  household  of  us  and  our  heirs,  that  is  among 
those  who  belong  to  the  same  household.  We  have  granted  also 
to  the  same  burgesses  that  they,  their  heirs  and  successors  afore- 


hurt  or  concealment  against  the  town,  but  all  good  orders  of  the  said  Town  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power  you  shall  maintain  ;  and  where  you  know  any  of  the  King's  right,  be  it  in  lands,  in  rents,  in 
franchise,  or  in  suits,  concealed  or  withdrawn,  you  shall  cause  it  to  be  revealed.  And  if  you  cannot  do 
it  you  shall  show  it  to  the  King's  Majesty  or  them  of  his  most  Honourable  Council,  the  which  shall 
certainly  show  it  to  our  Sovereign  Lord.  And  that  lawfully  and  rightly  you  shall  entreat  the  King's 
liege  people  within  your  liberties ;  and  that  you  shall  do  right  to  all  men,  as  well  to  strangers  as  to 
Englishmen,  to  poor  as  to  rich,  in  that  it  belongeth  you  for  to  do.  And  that  neither  for  riches,  for 
rewards  or  gifts,  for  promise,  for  favour,  nor  for  hatred,  you  shall  no  wrong  do  to  any  man,  nor  none 
shall  suffer  to  be  done  as  far  as  you  may  or  to  your  power.  And  that  you  shall  put  good  guard  and 
rule  upon  the  Assize  of  Bread  and  Wine  and  all  other  victuals,  measures  and  weights,  within  the  same 
town,  making  due  and  ready  search  and  execution  of  all  defaults.  You  shall  good  and  laudable  orders 
of  this  Town  see  to  be  observed  and  kept  in  all  points,  and  this  to  follow  accordingly ;  and  all  other 
things  appending  or  appertaining  unto  the  Mayor  of  the  said  Town  to  do  or  to  be  done,  you  shall  well 
and  truly  do  to  the  utmost  of  your  power," 
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predicti    imperpetuum    habeant    libertatem    de    infangenethef l    et 

outfangenethef,1  necnon  visum  franciplegii2  et   omnia  quae  ad 

Also  of         visum   huiusmodi  pertinent  infra  villam  et  libertatem  predictas 

frankpiedge  et   similiter   catalla   felonum   et   fugitivorum   de   tenentibus   et 

of  felons,       residentibus  ac  cum  manuopere  captis  infra  villam  et  libertatem 

etc<  antedictas,  simul  cum  catallis  quae  wayf 3  nuncupentur,  ita  quod 

si  quis  eorundem  tenentium  et  residentium  ac  cum  manuopere 

captorum  pro  delicto  suo  vitam  vel  membrum  debeat  amittere 

vel  fugere  et  iudicio  stare  noluerit  vel  aliud  quodcunque  delictum 

fecerit  per  quod  catalla  sua  debeat  perdere  ubicunque  iusticia 

de  eo  fieri  debeat  sive  in  curia  nostra  vel  haeredum  nostrorum 

sive  in  alia  curia  ipsa  catalla  sint  predictorum  Burgensium  ac 

suorum  haeredum  et  successorum  predlctorum,  et  quod  liceat  eis 

seu  ministris  suis  sine  impedimento  nostri  vel  haeredum  nostrorum 

vicecomitum  aut  aliorum  Ballivorum  seu  ministrorum  nostrorum 

quorumcunque  ponere  se  in  seisinam  de  catallis  predictis  et  ea  ad 

usum  predlctorum  Burgensium,  haeredum  et  successorum  suorum 

And  all         predictorum  retinere,  et  quod  habeant  imperpetuum  omnes  fines  pro 

fines  for       transgressionibus   et   aliis   delictis   quibuscunque,  et  etiam   fines 

and?*"6'      Pro  licentia  concordandi4  ac  omnia  amerciamenta,5  redempc^es 

licencia         et    exitus    forisfactos,   forisfacturas,    annum    diornum    vastum    et 

concordandi,  6  t 

etc.  streppunr  p-    omnia   qu  e   ad   nos  et  haeredes  nostros  pe  tmere 

poterunt  de  huiusmodi  anno,  die  et  vasto,  et  murdris  de  omnibus 
hominibus  et  tenentibus  villae  predictae  et  in  eadem  residentibus 
in  quibuscumque  cur!is  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  homines 
residentes  et  tenentes  illos  coram  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  et 
in  cancellaria  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ac  coram  thesaurar10 
et  baronibus  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  de  scaccario  ac  coram 
iusticiariis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  de  banco  et  coram  senes- 
callo  et  marescallo  seu  clierco  mercati  hospitii  nostri  et  haeredum 
nostrorum  qui  pro  tempore  fuerint  et  in  aliis  curiis  nostris  et 
haeredum  nostrorum  quam  coram  iusticiar"s  itinerantibus  ad 
communia  placita  et  ad  pPita  forestae  et  quibuscumque  aliis 


1  Jurisdiction  over  a  thief  caught  within  the  limit  of  the  estate  to  which  the  right  belonged. 
Similarly,  outfangthef  is  jurisdiction  over  a  thief  whose  crime  was  committed  within  the  limit,  but 
taken  outside. 

2  The  View  of  Frank  Pledge  is  the  Court  Leet.    Its  original  intent  was  to  view  the  frank  pledges, 
that  is,  freemen  within  the  liberty,  who,  according  to  the  institution  of  Alfred,  were  all  mutually 
pledges  for  the  good  behaviour  of  each  other.    Besides  this,  the  preservation  of  peace,  and  the  punish- 
ment of  petty  offences,  were  the  objects  of  the  Court  Leet. 

3  Waifs  (bona  waviata)  are  such  goods  stolen  as  are  waived  (or  thrown  away)  by  a  thief  in  his 
flight  for  fear  of  being  apprehended.    These  by  law  were  given  to  the  King,  as  a  punishment  upon  the 
owner  for  not  himself  pursuing  the  felon. 
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said  for  ever  shall  have  the  liberty  of  Infangthef  and  Outfangthef, 
together  with  the  view  of  Frankpledge  and  all  things  thereto 
belonging  within  the  town  and  liberty  aforesaid,  and  likewise 
the  goods  of  felons  and  fugitives,  of  the  tenants  and  residents, 
both  of  those  taken  in  possession  of  stolen  goods  within  the 
town  and  liberty  aforesaid,  and  of  chattels  which  are  called  waif, 
so  that  if  any  of  the  same  tenants  and  residents  and  those  taken 
in  possession  of  stolen  goods,  on  account  of  his  offence  ought  to 
lose  life  or  limb  or  be  declared  outlaw,  and  has  been  unwilling 
to  stand  trial,  or  has  been  guilty  of  any  crime  for  which  he 
ought  to  lose  his  goods  wherever  justice  ought  to  be  done  upon 
him,  whether  in  the  court  of  us  or  our  heirs  or  in  any  other  court, 
the  same  goods  shall  belong  to  the  said  burgesses  and  their  heirs 
and  successors  aforesaid,  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  or 
their  officers,  without  let  of  us  or  our  heirs,  sheriffs  or  other 
bailiffs  or  officers  of  ours  whatsoever,  to  seize  the  said  goods  and 
to  detain  them  for  the  use  of  the  said  burgesses,  their  heirs  and 
successors  aforesaid,  and  that  they  shall  have  for  ever  all  fines 
for  trespasses  and  all  other  offences  whatsover,  and  also  fines  pro 
licencia  concordandi  and  all  amercements,  ransoms  and  issues 
forfeited,  forfeitures,  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp  for  everything 
which  shall  be  able  to  belong  to  us  and  our  heirs  on  account  of 
such  year,  day  and  waste,  and  murders  from  all  the  men  and 
tenants  of  the  said  town  and  residents  in  the  same,  in  any  courts 
whatever  of  us  and  our  heirs,  with  regard  to  these  residents  and 
tenants,  before  us  and  our  heirs  and  in  the  chancellory  of  us  and 
our  heirs,  and  before  the  treasurer  and  barons  of  the  exchequer  of 
us  and  our  heirs,  and  before  the  justices  of  the  king's  bench  of  us 
and  our  heirs,  and  before  the  seneschal  and  marshal  or  clerk  of  the 
market  of  the  household  of  us  and  our  heirs,  for  the  time  being, 
and  in  any  other  courts  of  us  and  our  heirs,  as  well  before  the 
itinerant  justices  for  common  pleas  and  for  forest  pleas  and 
before  any  other  justices  and  officers  soever  of  us  and  our  heirs, 


4  In  a  dispute  on  land  tenure  the  plaintiff  applied  for  leave  to  agree  the  suit  when  the  defendant 
had  made  overtures  of  peace.    This  leave  was  readily  granted  on  paying  a  flue  called  "  the  king's  silver." 

5  Penalties  to  which  one  was  liable  in  case  of  failure,  as  a  punishment  of  his  false  claim. 

«  Year,  day,  waste  and  strep.  Formerly  a  Sovereign  had  liberty  to  commit  waste  on  the  lands  of 
all  felons,  by  pulling  down  their  houses,  extirpating  their  gardens,  ploughing  their  meadows,  and 
cutting  down  their  woods.  But  this  tending  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public,  it  was  agreed  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  I  that  the  King  should  have  the  profits  of  the  land  for  one  year  and  a  day  in  lieu 
of  waste.  Magna  Carta  makes  the  same  provision  without  mentioning  waste.  But  17  Ed.  II,  de  pr«- 
rogativa  regis,  seems  to  suppose  that  the  King  should  have  his  year,  day  and  waste,  which  Sir  Edward 
Coke  looked  upon  as  an  encroachment.  Such  continued  to  be  the  state  of  the  law  until  54  Geo.  Ill 
(1814.) 
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iusticiariis  et  ministris  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  tarn  in 
presentia  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  qnam  in  absentia  nostra  et 
haeredum  nostrorum  fines  facere  vel  amerciari  exitus  forisfacere 
annum  diem  vastum  et  streppum  seu  forisfacturas  et  murdra 
adiudicari  contigerit  quae  fines,  amerciamenta,  redempc'ones, 
exitus,  annus,  dies,  vastum  sive  streppum,  forisfacturae  et  murdra 
ad  nos  vel  haeredes  nostros  possent  pertinere  si  prefatis  Burgensibus 
concessa  non  fuissent ;  ita  quod  ipsi  per  se  vel  per  Ballivos  et 
ministros  suos  fines,  amerciamenta,  redempc^es,  exitus,  et 
forisfacturas  huiusmodi  hominum  residentium  et  tenentium 
predictorum  et  omnia  quae  ad  nos  et  haeredes  nostros  pertinere 
poterunt  de  anno,  die,  et  vasto  sive  streppo  et  murderis  predictis 
levare  percipere  et  habere  possint  sine  occasione  vel  impedimento 
nostri  vel  haeredum  nostrorum  iusticiariorum,  escaetorum,  vice- 
comitum,  coronatorum  aut  aliorum  ballivorum  seu  ministrorum 
nostrorum  quorumcumque.  Ac  etiam  quod  predicti  Burgenses  ac 
of  all  writs,  haeredes  et  successores  sui  predicti  imperpetuum  habeant  execuc1ones 
omnium  brevium  nostrorum  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ac  summoni- 
cionum  de  scaccario  nostro  et  haeredum  nostrorum  infra  villam  et 
libertatem  predictas  de  omnibus  quae  infra  easdem  villam  et 
libertatem  emergent  quovis  modo,  ita  qnod  nullus  vicecomes 
aut  alius  ballivus  seu  minister  noster  vel  haeredum  nostrorum 
libertatem  seu  villam  predlctam  ingrediatur  ad  execuciones 
eorundem  brevium  et  surr^onic'onum  seu  ad  attachiamenta  de 
placitis  coronae  vel  aliis  predictis  aut  aliquod  aliud  ofncium 
ibldem  faciendum  nisi  in  defectum  ipsorum  Burgensium  aut 
haeredum  vel  successorum  suorum.  Concessimus  itaque  de 
gratia  nostra  sp^iali  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  quantum  in 
nobis  est  eisdem  Burgensibus  ac  eorum  haeredibus  et  suc- 
cessoribus  qnod  ipsi  se  approvare  et  commodum  suum  facere 
Possmt  ^e  omnibus  p^presturis1  tarn  in  terris  quam  in  aquis 
faciendis  et  de  omnibus  vastis  infra  limites  et  bundas  libertatis 
villae  predictae  in  auxilium  et  subvencionem  tarn  solucionis  firmae 
suae  annuo  villae  predictae  q^m  supportac^is  onerum  eisdem 
villae  de  tempore  in  tempus  incumbentium  imperpetuum.  Con- 
cessimus insuper  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  et  hac  carta  confirma- 
vimus  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  predictis  prefatis  Burgensibus 
et  eorum  successoribus  predictis  imperpetuum  quod  ipsi  singulis 


i  Where  there  is  a  house  improperly  erected,  or  enclosure  made  upon  any  part  either  of  the  royal 
demesnes,  or  of  a  highway  or  common  street  or  public  water  or  such  like  public  places— the  ancient 
and  proper  name  for  such  a  nuisance  is  pnrpresture ;  from  the  French  word  pourpris,  an  enclosure. 
Hence,  an  encroachment. 
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both  in  the  presence  of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  in  the  absence  of  us 
and  our  heirs,  the  said  fines  shall  happen  to  be  laid  or  issues  to 
be  forfeited,  year,  day,  waste  and  strep  or  forfeitures  and  murders 
to  be  adjudged,  which  fines,  amercements,  ransoms,  issues,  year, 
day,  waste  or  strep,  forfeitures  and  murders  might  belong  to  us 
or  our  heirs  if  they  had  not  been  granted  to  the  burgesses  afore- 
said ;  so  that  they  may  by  themselves  or  their  bailiffs  and  officers 
take  and  have  the  fines,  amercements,  ransoms,  issues,  and 
forfeitures  of  this  kind  of  the  said  residents  and  tenants,  and  all 
things  which  shall  be  able  to  pertain  to  us  and  our  heirs  con- 
cerning the  said  year,  day,  waste  or  strep  and  murders,  without 
let  or  hindrance  from  us  or  our  heirs,  justices,  escheators,  sheriffs, 
coroners,  or  other  of  our  bailiffs  or  officers  whatsoever.  And 
also  that  the  said  burgesses  and  their  heirs  and  successors  afore- 
said for  ever  shall  have  the  execution  of  all  writs  of  us  and  our 
heirs,  and  of  the  summons  from  the  exchequer  of  us  and  our  heirs 
within  the  town  and  liberty  aforesaid,  concerning  all  things 
\vhich  emerge  within  the  same  town  and  liberty  in  any  way,  so 
that  no  sheriff  or  other  bailiff  or  officer  of  us  or  our  heirs  enter 
the  town  or  liberty  aforesaid,  in  the  execution  of  such  writs  and 
summons  or  in  the  attachment  of  the  pleas  of  the  crown  or  other 
pleas  aforesaid,  or  for  any  other  office  to  be  done  in  the  same, 
unless  by  default  of  the  same  burgesses  or  their  heirs  or  suc- 
cessors. And  therefore  of  our  special  grace  we  have  granted  for 
us  and  our  heirs,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  the  same  burgesses  and 
their  heirs  and  successors,  that  they  may  value  and  take  to  them- 
selves for  ever  the  profits  of  all  purprestres  by  land  and  water 
and  of  all  wastes  within  the  limits  and  bounds  of  the  liberty  of 
the  said  town,  in  aid  and  assistance  as  well  of  the  payment  of  the 
annual  farm -rent  of  the  said  town  as  for  the  support  of  the 
burdens  which  from  time  to  time  fall  upon  the  town.  We  have, 
moreover,  granted  of  our  special  grace  and  confirmed  it  by  this 
charter  for  us  and  our  heirs  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  and  their 
successors  for  ever,  that  they  every  year  may  choose  from  among 
themselves  four  aldermen  as  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary,  and 
that  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  two  or  three  of  the  same  aldermen 
for  the  time  being  and  their  successors,  the  mayor  and  those 
aldermen  and  other  two,  three  or  four  of  the  more  honest  and 
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First  men- 
tion of 
Aldermen. 

The  Mayor 
and  three 
or  two  of 
these  Alder- 
men for  the 
time  being 
and  other 
four,  three 
or  two  of 
the  more 
honest  and 
discreet 
men  of  the 
commonalty 
to  be  every 
year  chosen 
by  the 
Mayor  and 
commonalty 
to  be  Justices 
of  the  Peace. 


So  that  the 
Mayor  and 
Aldermen, 
etc.  do  not 
proceed  to 
determine 
any  felony 
without 
leave  of  the 
King  or  his 
heirs. 


annis  de  seipsis  eligere  possint  quatuor  Aldermannos1  toties 
quoties  necesse  fuerit,  et  quod  predictus  maior  et  tres  vel  duo 
eorundem  Aldermannorum  pro  tempore  existentes  ac  eorum 
successores  Maior  et  Aldermarmi  illi  ac  alii  quatuor  tres  vel 
duo  de  probioribus  et  discretioribus  hominibus2  communitatis  villae 
predictae  per  maiorem  et  commtmitatem  eiusdem  villae  singulis 
annis  eligend1  habeant  imperpetuum  plenam  potestatem  et  auctori- 
tatem  de  inquirend-0  audiend0  et  terminand0  ibidem  tarn  in 
presentia  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  qnam  in  absentia  nostra  et 
haeredum  nostrorum  omnes  et  singulas  materias,  querelas, 
defensas,  causas  et  articulas  ac  alias  res  quascumque  infra  villam 
et  libertatem  predictas  de  tempore  in  tempus  emergentes  sive 
contingentes  quae  ad  ofEcium  iusticiariorum  pacis  laboratorum 
servientum  et  artificum  pertinent  seu  in  futurum  pertinere  continget 
et  quae  aliquo  modo  coram  iusticiar"s  pacis  laboratorum 
servientum  et  artificum  inquiri  solent  seu  poterunt  audiri  et 
terminari  unacum  correccioue  et  punic^e  inde  adeo  plene  et 
integre  sicut  iusticiar11  pacis  laboratorum  servientum  et  artificum 
nostri  vel  haeredum  nostrorum  in  comitatu  Suthampton  vel  alibi 
infra  regnum  nostrum  Angliae  ante  haec  tempora  habuerunt  vel 
exercuerunt  seu  ex  nunc  habere  vel  exercere  continget  in  futurum 
absque  eo  quod  iusticiarii  pacis  laboratorum  servientum  et 
artificum  nostri  vel  haeredum  nostrorum  in  comitatu  predicto  sive 
alii  iusticiarii  officiar11  seu  ministri  nostri  vel  haeredum  nostrorum 
se  impostorum  aliqualiter  intromittant  seu  eorum  aliquis  intro- 
mittat  de  aliquibus  causis,  querelis,  materiis,  defectibus  seu 
articulis  vel  rebus  quibuscumque  ad  iusticiar108  pacis  laboratorum 
servientum  et  artificum  quovismodo  spectantibus  sive  pertinen- 
tibus  infra  villam  et  libertatem  predictas  ex  quacumque  causa 
seu  quovis  tempore  emergentibus  sive  contingentibus,  ita  quod 
predicti  maior  et  aldermanni  et  probi  homines  aut  eorum  suc- 
cessores ad  determinacionem  alicuius  feloniae  absque  licentia 
nostra  vel  aliquo  mandato  nostro  speciali  vel  haeredum  nostrorum 
quoquemodo  non  procedant.  Et  quod  predicti  Burgenses  et  eorum 
haeredes  et  successores  imperpetuum  habeant  omnes  fines,  exitus, 
redempc^es  et  amerciamenta  ac  alia  proficua  de  eadem 
iusticiaria  provenientia  per  ipsos  Burgenses  et  ministros  suos  de 
tempore  in  tempus  in  subvenciouem  tam  soluc1ouis  dlctae  firmae 


i  The  first  mention,  apparently,  of  Aldermen  occurs  in  1255,  in  a  charter  granted  by  Henry  III  to 
Oxford.  "Sciatis  quod  ad  pacem  et  tranquillitatem  necnon  et  utilitatem  universitatis  scholarium 
Oxonise  providimus  et  concessimus  quod  quatuor  aldermanni  flant  in  Oxonia." 
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discreet  men  of  the  community  of  the  said  town,  to  be  chosen 
yearly  by  the  mayor  and  community  of  the  same  town,  shall  for 
ever  have  full  power  and  authority  of  inquiring  into,  hearing  and 
terminating  on  the  spot,  both  in  the  presence  of  us  and  our  heirs 
and  in  the  absence  of  us  and  our  heirs,  all  and  every  matter, 
complaint,  defence,  cause  and  article,  and  any  other  thing  what- 
soever within  the  town  and  liberty  aforesaid,  from  time  to  time 
arising  or  happening,  which  pertains  or  hereafter  may  happen 
to  pertain  to  the  office  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  labourers, 
servants  and  artificers,  and  which  in  any  way  is  accustomed  to 
be  inquired  into  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  labourers, 
servants  and  artificers,  or  shall  be  able  to  be  heard  and  termin- 
ated, together  with  the  power  of  correction  and  punishment,  in 
as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
labourers,  servants  and  artificers  of  us  or  our  heirs  have  had  or 
exercised  in  the  county  of  Southampton  or  elsewhere  within  our 
kingdom  of  England  before  this  time,  or  henceforth  shall  happen 
to  have  or  exercise  in  the  future,  without  any  interference  from 
the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  labourers,  servants  and  artificers 
of  us  or  our  heirs  in  the  said  county,  or  of  any  other  justice, 
officer  or  servant  of  us  or  our  heirs  in  any  wise  for  the  future,  or 
of  any  one  of  them  concerning  any  causes,  complaints,  matters, 
defects  or  articles,  or  any  thing  soever  pertaining  or  belonging 
in  any  way  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  labourers,  servants 
and  artificers  within  the  town  and  liberty  aforesaid,  arising  or 
happening  from  any  cause  or  at  any  time  ;  so  that  the  said 
mayor  and  aldermen  and  honest  men  or  their  successors  shall  in 
no  wise  proceed  to  the  determination  of  any  felony  without  our 
license  or  some  special  commission  from  us  or  our  heirs.  And 
that  the  aforesaid  burgesses  and  their  heirs  and  successors  for 
ever  shall  have  all  fines,  issues,  ransoms  and  amercements,  and 
other  profits  arising  from  such  justiciaria  by  the  burgesses 
and  their  officers  from  time  to  time  in  aid  both  of  alleviating 
and  assisting  the  payment  of  the  said  farm  and  of  the  support 
of  the  burdens  aforesaid  as  fully  and  as  amply  as  we  and  our 
heirs  could  and  should  have  those  fines,  issues,  ransoms,  amerce- 
ments and  profits,  if  the  present  concession  had  not  been  granted 


2  The  King  is  the  principal  conservator  of  the  peace  within  his  dominions,  and  may  give  authority 
to  any  other  to  see  the  peace  kept,  and  to  punish  such  as  break  it ;  hence  it  is  called  the  king's  peace. 


50 


CHARTERS    OF   SOUTHAMPTON. 


And  that  the 

mTy  do  ail 
things  which 

thVofficeof 
Clerkofthe 

Market. 


End  of 
Henry  lY's 


qnam  supportacWs  onerum  predictorum  levandae  et  percipiendae 
adeo  plene  et  integre  sicut  nos  vel  haeredes  nostri  fines,  exitus, 
redempcVes,  amerci  amenta  et  proficua  ilia  habere  possemus  vel 
debemus  si  presens  concessio  eisdem  Burgensibus  facta  non  fuisset. 
Et  ulterius  de  uberiori  grafa  nostra  concessimus  pro  nobis  et 
haeredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est  eisdem  Burgensibus  et 
eorum  haeredibus  et  successoribus  predictis  quod  ipsi  et  eorum 
haeredes  et  successores  de  cetero  tam  in  presentia  nostra  et  haere- 
jum  nostrorum  quam  in  absentia  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum 
assisam  panis,1  vini  et  cervisiae  ac  aliorum  victualium  quorum- 
cumque  et  assaiam  mensurarum  et  ponderum  ac  alia  quaecumque 
ad  officium  clerici  mercati  pertinentia  infra  villam  et  libertatem 
predictas  de  tempore  in  tempus  habeant,  faciant  et  exerceant 
imperpetuum  et  transgressores  dictae  assisae  panis,  vini  et  cervisiae 
predlctorum  ac  aliorum  victualium  quorumcumque  per  maiorem 
ac  duos  dictorum  aldermannorum  et  duos  de  dlctis  probioribus 
hominibus  supradictos  modo  debito  puniantur  et  defectus  mensur- 
arum et  ponderum  et  aliorum  quorumcumque  ad  officium  clerici 
marcati2  pertinentium  per  eosdem  maiorem,  aldermannos  et  duos 
de  dictis  probioribus  hominibus  de  tempore  in  tempus  corrigantur 
et  emendantur.  Hiis  testibus,  venerabilibus  patribus  Thoma, 
Archiepi8copo  Canturiae  totius  Angliae  primate,  R.  London,  W. 
Wynton,  H.  Lincoln,  R.  Sarum,  episcopis,  Edmundo,  Duce  Eboraci 
avunculo  nostro  carissimo,  Henrico  de  Percy  Northurnbriae,  Con- 
stabulario  Angliae,  Radnlfo  de  Nevyll  Westmoreland,  marescallo 
Angliae,  carissimo  fratre  nostro,  Johanne  Somers  Camerario  nustro, 
comitibus,  Johanne  de  Searle  Clerico,  Cancellario  nostro,  Johanne 
Norbury  Thesaurario  nostro,  Reginaldo  de  Grey  de  Ruthyn, 
Willelmo  de  Wylughby,  Thoma  Rempston  senescallo  hospitii  nostri, 
Magistro  Ricarclo  Clifford  custode  privati  sigilli  n°&tri  et  aliis. 
Datum  per  manum  nostram  apnd  Westmonasterium,  vicessimo 
nono  die  Januarii,  Anno  regni  nostri  secundo. 

J  The  "assize"  regulated  the  retail  sale  of  bread,  beer,  wine,  etc.  The  weight  of  the  loaf  was 
increased  or  diminished  according  to  the  price  of  gi-ain.  Originally  or  in  very  early  times  assize  notices 
as  to  bread,  ale,  etc.,  seem  to  have  been  sirn  ply  i  royal  ordinances,  the  supervision  and  arrangement  of 
them  being  under  the  control  of  "  the  clerk  of  the  market  of  the  King's  household."  Afterwards  various 
acts  were  passed  regulating  the  assize  of  articles  of  ordinary  consumption  :  the  statute  51  Henry  III 
has  generally  been  accepted  as  the  earliest  relating  to  bread  and  ale,  though  an  assize  of  bread  ascribed 
to  the  reign  of  Henry  II  is  printed  by  Cunningham,  English  Industry  and  Commerce,  I.,  p.  568 
(3rd  edition).  The  parts  in  this  statute  relating  to  ale—  provisions  which  regulated  its  price  in  accordance 
with  the  varying  price  of  wheat—  were  amended  to  some  extent  by  23  Henry  VIII,  c.  4,  which  gave  the 
magistrates  a  discretionary  power  as  to  fixing  the  price  of  ale  in  their  own  districts,  or  within  their  own 
jurisdiction  ;  but  there  was  no  such  discretion  allowed  in  regard  to  bread—  the  act  definitely  imposed 
its  assize,  which  was  from  time  to  time  enforced  by  orders  of  the  Privy  Council.  In  cities  or  corporate 
towns  power  to  regulate  the  assize  of  bread  and  ale  was  often  conferred  by  charter  upon  the  local 
authorities,  the  interference  of  the  clerk  of  the  royal  household  being  frequently  precluded  in  special 
terms.  The  statute  8  Anne,  c.  19,  repealed  that  of  51  Henry  VIII,  imposed  a  fresh  assize  of  bread,  and 
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to  the  same  burgesses.  And,  further,  of  our  still  more  abundant 
grace  we  have  granted  for  us  and  our  heirs,  as  far  as  in  us  lies, 
to  the  same  burgesses  and  their  heirs  and  successors  aforesaid, 
that  they  and  their  heirs  and  successors  for  the  future,  both  in 
the  presence  of  us  and  our  heirs  and  in  the  absence  of  us  and  our 
heirs,  shall  from  time  to  time  for  the  future  have,  make  and 
exercise  the  assize  of  bread,  wine  and  beer,  and  other  victuals 
whatsoever,  and  the  assay  of  measures  and  weights  and  all  else 
that  pertains  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  market  within  the  said 
town  and  liberty,  and  transgressors  of  the  said  assize  of  bread, 
wine  and  beer  aforesaid,  and  of  other  victuals  soever,  shall  be 
punished  by  the  mayor  and  the  said  two  aldermen  and  two  of 
the  said  more  upright  men  above-mentioned  in  due  manner,  and 
defects  of  weights  and  measures  and  of  any  thing  else  which 
pertains  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  market  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  corrected  and  amended  by  the  same  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  two  of  the  said  more  upright  men.  Witnessed  by  the  vener- 
able fathers,  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all 
England,  Robert,  Bishop  of  London,  William,3  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester, Henry,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Richard,  Bishop  of  Salisbury, 
Edmund,  Duke  of  York,  our  beloved  uncle,  Henry  de  Percy,  Earl 
of  Northumberland,  constable  of  England,  Ralph  de  Neville, 
Earl  of  Westmoreland,  marshall  of  England,  our  beloved  brother, 
John,  Earl  Somers,  our  Chamberlain,  John  de  Searle,  clerk,  our 
Chancellor,  John  Norbury,  our  Treasurer,  Reginald  de  Grey  of 
Ruthyn,  William  de  Willoughby,  Thomas  Rempston,  seneschal 
of  our  household,  Master  Richard  Clifford,  custodian  of  our 
private  seal,  and  others.  Given  under  our  hand  at  Westminster, 
on  the  2gth  day  of  January,  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign. 
[A.D.  1401.] 


made  various  regulations  in  respect  to  it.  Acts  were  passed  at  later  times  concerning  the  assize ;  but  by 
the  statute  55  George  III,  c.  99  (vide  zn/Va),the  practice  was  abolished  in  the  metropolis,  and  subsequently 
in  other  places.  Preston  Court  Leet  Records.  Blackstone  mentions  the  offence  of  breaking  the  assizo 
of  bread — that  is,  violating  the  rules  laid  down  by  several  statutes  for  the  regulation  of  the  price  of 
bread.  These  statutes  were  repealed  by  6  and  7  William  IV,  c.  37,  and  (as  to  the  City  of  London)  by 
3  George  IV,  c.  cvi  (vide  supra)  and  new  regulations  as  to  the  bread  trade  were  thereby  made 

3  Clerk  of  the  Market.  The  Court  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Market  is  properly  incident  to  every  fair  and 
market  in  the  kingdom,  to  punish  misdemeanours  therein.  The  recognizance  of  weights  and  measures 
was  a  principal  part  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  which  had  to  try  whether  these  were  according  to 
the  true  standard  or  not— which  standard  was  anciently  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  bishop,  who 
appointed  some  clerk  under  him  to  inspect  the  abuse  of  them  more  narrowly,  and  hence  this  officer, 
though  usually  a  layman,  was  called  clerk  of  the  market.  If  the  weights  and  measures  were  not 
according  to  standard,  then,  besides  the  punishment  of  the  party  by  fine,  the  weights  and  measures 
themselves  were  directed  to  be  burnt.  This  court  was  the  most  inferior  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction 
in  the  kingdom.  Stephen's  Comm.,  Vol.  IV. 

3  The  celebrated  William  of  Wykeham. 
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Confirma- 
tion by 
Henry  Y. 


End  of 
Henry  Y's 
Charter. 
[A.D.  1415.] 


Confirma- 
tion in 
Parliament. 


Nos  autem  concessWs  confirmaciones  et  precepta  supradicta 
necnon  omnia  alia  et  singula  in  cartis  et  litteris  predictis  contenta 
rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  quantum  in 
nobis  est  acceptamus,  approbamus  ac  dilectis  nobis  nunc  Burgen- 
sibus  villae  predictae  haeredibus  et  successoribus  suis  Burgensibus 
eiusdem  villae  concedimus  confirmamus  sicut  cartae  et  litterae 
predictae  rationabiliter  testantur.  Preterea  volentes  prefatis  Bur- 
gensibus gr^am  in  hac  parte  facere  uberiorem  de  gratia  nostra 
speciali  concessimus  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  quantum  in 
nobis  est  eisdem  Burgensibus  quod  licet  ipsi  vel  predecessores  seu 
antecessores  sui  aliqua  vel  aliquibus  libertatum  sive  quietanci- 
arum  in  cartis  et  Ptteris  predlctis  coutentarum  aliquo  casu  emergente 
plene  usi  non  fuerint  Burgenses  et  haeredes  et  successores  liberta- 
tibus  et  quietantiis  illis  et  eorum  quallbet  de  cetero  plene  gaudeant 
et  utantur  sine  occasione  vel  impedimento  nostri  vel  haeredum 
nostrorum  iusticiariorum,  escaetorum,  vicecomitum  aut  aliorum 
Ballivorum  seu  ministrorum  nostrorum  vel  haeredum  nostrorum 
quorumcumque  imperpetuum  ;  hiis  testibus  venerabilibus  patribus, 
Henrico  Cantuariae  Archiepiscopo  totius  Angliae  Primate  Carissimo 
avunculo  nostro,  Henrico  Wynton  Cancellario  nostro,  Thoma 
Dunolm,  Ricardo  Norwicon,  Episcopis,  Thoma  Clarenciae,  Johanue 
Bedeford,  Humfredo  Gloucester,  fratribus  nostris  carissimis,  caris- 
simo  consanguineo  nostro  Edwardo  Eboraci  ducibus,  Edmundo 
March,  Thoma  Armcott,  thesaurario  nostro,  Ricardo  Warwick  consan- 
guineis  nostris,  comitibus,  Henrico  Fitzhugh,  camerario  nostro, 
Thoma  Erpyngham  Senescallo  hospitii  nostri,  militibus,  Magistro 
Johanne  Prophete,  custode  privat1  sigilli  nostri  et  aliis.  Datum  per 
manum  nostram  apud  Westmonasterium,  tricessimo  die  decembris, 
anno  regni  nostri  secundo. 

Nos  autem  dictam  cartam  confirmacV^s  de  huiusmodi  preceptis 
libertatibus  et  quietantiis  ac  aliis  premissis  minime  revocatis  de 
avisamento  et  assensu  dominorum  spiritualium  et  temporalium  in 
parliamento  nostro  apud  Westmonasterium,  anno  regni  nostri 
primo  tento  existentmm  acceptamus,  approbamus,  ratificamus  et 
confirmamus  prout  carta  predlcta  racionabiliter  testatur  et  prout 
Burgenses  villae  predictae  preceptis  libertatibus  et  quietantiis  ac 
aliis  premissis  uti  et  gaudere  debent  ipsique  et  eorum  predecessores 
et  antecessores  sui  ibidem  eis  a  tempore  confeccionis  cartarum 
predlctarum  rationabiliter  uti  et  gaudere  consueverunt.  In  cuius 
rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste 
me  ipso  apud  Westmonasterium,  vicessimo  quarto  die  Octobris, 
anno  regni  nostri  quarto. 
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We,  however,  having  ratified  and  taken  security  for  all  the 
concessions,  confirmations  and  precepts  above-mentioned,  also 
accept  and  approve  all  and  every  thing  else  contained  in  the 
aforesaid  charters  and  letters  for  us  and  our  heirs,  as  far  as  in  us 
lies,  and  we  grant  and  confirm  to  our  beloved  burgesses  of  the 
said  town,  and  to  their  heirs  and  successors,  burgesses  of  the  same 
town,  as  the  charters  and  letters  aforesaid  reasonably  testify. 
Moreover,  being  willing  to  shew  the  said  burgesses  herein  more 
abundant  favours,  of  our  special  grace  we  have  granted  for  us 
and  our  heirs,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  the  same  burgesses  that 
although  they  or  their  predecessors  or  ancestors  shall  not  have 
fully  used  any  one  or  more  of  the  liberties  or  quittances  con- 
tained in  the  charters  and  letters  aforesaid  for  any  reason  that 
arises,  yet  the  burgesses  and  their  heirs  and  successors  shall  for 
ever  fully  enjoy  and  use  for  the  future  those  liberties  and  quit- 
tances and  any  one  of  them  without  let  or  hindrance  from  us  or 
our  heirs,  justices,  escheators,  sheriffs,  or  other  bailiffs  or  officers 
of  us  or  our  heirs  whatsoever.  Witnessed  by  the  venerable 
fathers,  Henry,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England, 
our  beloved  uncle,  Henry,1  Bishop  of  Winchester,  our  Chancellor, 
Thomas,  Bishop  of  Durham,  Richard,  Bishop  of  Norwich,Thomas, 
Duke  of  Clarence,  John,  Duke  of  Bedford,  Humphrey,  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  our  beloved  brothers,  our  beloved  cousin,  Edward, 
Duke  of  York,  Edmund,  Earl  of  March,  Thomas,  Earl  of  Armcott, 
our  treasurer,  Richard,  Earl  of  Warwick,  our  cousins,  Sir  Henry 
Fitzhugh,  our  chamberlain,  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham,  seneschal 
of  our  household,  Master  John  Prophet,  custodian  of  our  private 
seal,  and  others.  Given  under  our  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the 
3oth  day  of  December,  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1415.] 

And  we  accept,  approve,  ratify  and  confirm  the  said  charter 
of  confirmation  concerning  such  precepts,  liberties  and  quittances 
and  other  premises  not  revoked  by  the  advice  and  assent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal  being  in  our  parliament  held  at 
Westminster,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign,  as  the  aforesaid 
charter  reasonably  testifies,  and  as  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town 
ought  to  use  and  enjoy  the  precepts,  liberties  and  quittances  and 
other  premises,  and  they  and  their  predecessors  and  ancestors 
have  been  accustomed  to  use  and  enjoy  them  reasonably  in  that 
town  from  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  aforesaid  charters. 
In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent 
to  be  written.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  24th 
day  of  October,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1426.] 

i  Henry  Beaufort,  translated  from  the  See  of  Lincoln  In  1405. 
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X. 
23    HENRY    VI, 


Recites  that  HENRICUS  dei  gratia,  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
ofVouYh-  Hiberniae,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Ducibus, 
often°beset  Marchionibus,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus, 
with  enemies  Prepositis,  Ministris  et  omnibus  ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem. 
expenseSmaU  Sciatis  quod  cum  villa  nostra  Suthampton  adeo  prope  costeram 
has  been  maris  situata  existat  quod  ipsa  ac  inhabitantes  eiusdem  cum  non- 
a^ainstsuch,  nullis  inimicis  sepius  obsessa  et  vallata  ac  non  modici  custos  et 
and  that  expensae  pro  salva  custodia  eiusdem  contra  huiusmodi  inimicos 
fee  farm  is  sepius  appositi  extiterint  per  inhabitantes  predictos  iidemque 
that'the  inhttbitantes  cum  tarn  grande  annua  firma  nobis  et  haeredibus 
inhabitants  nostris  annuatim  pro  villa  predicta  prosolvenda  onerati  existant,  et 
per  hoc  adeo  depauperentur  quod  absque  gratia  nostra  speciali  eis 


and  there-     exhibita  quam  plures   eorumdem   inhabitantium  ab  eadem  villa 

leaving  the    totaliter  recedere  eamque  penitus  derelinquere  desolatam  necessario 

town.  oportebit  ut  accepimus  cumque  etiam  in  villa  predicta  Maior, 

Ballivi  et  Burgenses  a  tempore  quo  non  exi8tat  memoria  continue 

extiterint    qui    diversas    libertates,    franchesias,    quietantias    et 

immunitates  ab  eodem   tempore  aliasque  libertates,  franchesias, 

quietantias,   et    immunitates    pretextu    concessionum    inclitorum 

progenitorum   nostrorum    quondam   regum   Angliae   habuerunt   et 

obtinuerunt  in  villa  predicta  ac  suburb"8  et  procinctu  eiusdem, 

nos  omnia  et  singula  promissa  ac  etiam  gratitudinem  magnam 

tarn   nobis   quam  dictis  progenitoribus  nostris  per  ipsos  Maiorem, 

Ballivos  et  Burgenses  et  eorum  predecessores   multipliciter  im- 

pensam   immensis   laboribus,   custubus    et    expensis    nullatenus 

Grants  are     parcendo  intunc  ponderantes,  volentesque  idcirco  cum  Burgen- 

made.  sibus  villae  predictae  gratiam  nostram  specialem  permissorum  intuitu 

(!)  The  town  benignissime  impartiri  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  et  ex  mero  motu 

poratedof     et  certa  scientia  nostris  concessimus  et  hac  presenti  carta  nostra 

two  Bamffs   confirmavimus  Pr°  nobis,  haeredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  prefatis 

and  Burgensibus  ac  eorum  haeredibus  et  successoribus  Burgensibus 

Burgesses.     vinae  predictae  imperpetuum  iibertates,  franchesias,  quietantias  et 

immunitates  subscriptas,  videlicet  quod  villa  de  uno  maiore  duobus 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  sit  imperpetuum  corporata,  et  quod  iidem 
Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  successores  sui  maiores,  Ballivi  et 
Burgenses  villae  illius  sic  corporatae  sint  una  communitas  perpetua 
corporata  in  re  et  nomine  per  nomen  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et 
Burgensium  villae  illius  habeantque  successVam  perpetuam,  et 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors, 
dukes,  marquises,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sheriffs,  reeves,  officers, 
and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting.  Know  ye  that 
since  our  town  of  Southampton  happens  to  be  situated  so  near 
the  sea-coast,  and  because  the  town  itself  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  same  are  besieged  and  too  frequently  beset  by  certain 
foes,  and  no  small  guard  and  expenses  appear  to  have  arisen 
too  often  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  same  by  the  aforesaid 
inhabitants  against  such  enemies,  and  the  same  inhabitants 
appear  to  be  burdened  with  the  great  annual  farm  which  has  to 
be  paid  to  us  and  our  heirs  annually  for  the  said  town,  and 
thereby  are  so  impoverished  that  but  for  our  special  favour  shewn 
to  them,  many  of  the  same  inhabitants  must  necessarily  depart 
wholly  from  the  same  town  and  leave  it  utterly  desolate,  as  we 
have  heard,  and  since  also  in  the  said  town  a  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  have  been  in  continued  succession  from  time  out  of 
memory,  who  have  had  and  held  in  the  said  town  and  suburbs 
and  precincts  of  the  same  divers  liberties,  franchises,  quittances, 
and  immunities  from  that  time,  and  other  liberties,  franchises, 
quittances,  and  immunities  under  pretext  of  the  concessions  of 
our  famous  ancestors,  formerly  kings  of  England,  we,  considering 
therefore  all  and  every  promise  and  also  the  great  gratitude 
often  shewn  to  us  as  well  as  to  our  said  progenitors  by  the  same 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  predecessors,  by  never 
sparing  their  immense  labours,  costs  and  expenses,  and  therefore 
being  willing  to  give  most  kindly  proof  to  the  burgesses  of  the 
said  town  of  our  special  favour  in  consideration  of  the  above,  of 
our  special  grace  and  of  our  mere  motion  and  certain  knowledge 
have  granted  and  by  this  our  present  charter  have  confirmed 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  and 
their  heirs  and  successors,  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  for  ever, 
the  liberties,  franchises,  quittances,  and  immunities  subjoined, 
namely,  that  the  town  shall  be  for  ever  incorporate  of  one  mayor, 
two  bailiffs  and  the  burgesses,  and  that  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  and  their  successors,  the  mayors,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  that  town  thus  incorporate,  shall  be  one  perpetual 
community,  incorporate  in  word  and  deed  by  the  name  of  the 
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(2)  And  be 
capable  of 
purchasing 
lands, 
notwith- 
standing the 
Statute  of 
Mortmain. 


(3)  And  the 
election  of 
Mayor  and 
Bailiffs  be 
as  follows. 


quod  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  successores  sui  predicti 
per  idem  nomen  sint  personae  habiles  in  lege  ad  omnimoda  placita. 
sectas,  querelas  et  demandas  necnon  actVes  reales  personales  et 
mixtas  mota  seu  movenda  in  quibuscumque  curiis  nostris  vel 
haeredum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  quorumcumque  tarn  coram 
nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  quam  coram  quibuscumque  iusticiariis  et 
iudicibus  spiritualibus  et  secularibus  prosequenda  et  defendenda, 
et  quod  in  eisdem  placitare  possint  et  placitari,  respondere  et 
responderi.  Et  ulterius  de  uberiori  gratia  nostra  concessimus  pro 
nobis,  haeredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis 
et  Burgensibus  villae  predictae  sic  corporatae  et  successoribus  suis 
prcdictis  q™d  ipsi  similiter  sint  personae  habiles  et  capaces  in  lege 
ad  perquirendas  terras,  tenementa,  servitia,  et  possess^es  infra 
villam,  suburbia  et  precinctus  predicta  et  alibi  habendas  et  tenendas 
sibi  et  successoribus  suis  imperpetuum,  statute  de  terris  et  tenementis 
ad  manum  mortuam1  non  ponend0  aut  aliqua  alia  ordinac^e 
vel  statuto  ante  haec  tempora  in  contrarium  edit0  non  obstant6. 
Concessimus  etiam  et  licentiam  dedimus  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus 
nostris  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus 
suis  quod  elecc'o  eorumdem  Maioris  et  Ballivorum  et  successorum 
suorum  singulis  annis  fiat  sub  hac  forma  videlicet  quod  Burgenses 
villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes  possint  eligere  quolibet  anno 
die  Veneris  proximo  ante  festum  sancti  Mathei  Apostoli2  infra 
villam  predictam  de  seipsis  quendam  Burgensem  idoneum  et  dis- 
cretum  pro  sana  et  salubri  gubernac^e  villae  illius  in  Maiorem 
eiusdem  villae  et  alios  duos  Burgenses  eiusdem  villae  in  Ballivos 
villae  illius  pro  uno  anno  integro  ad  officia  ilia  in  eisdem  villa, 
suburb"8  et  precinctu  separatim  occupanda  et  exercenda,  et  si 
huiusmodi  Maior  et  Ballivi  aut  eorum  aliquis  infra  annum  post 
huiusmodi  elecc^em  factam  decesserint  vel  decesserit  aut  pro 
minus  sana  gubernacV'e  villae  illius  aut  aliqua  causa  quacumque 
ab  ofEcio  Maioratus  seu  Ballivorum  villae  predlctae  depositus  vel 
amotus  aut  depositi  vel  amoti  sint  vel  fuerint  ad  tune  dicti 
Burgenses  aliam  huiusmodi  personam  idoneam  et  discretam  in 
Maiorem  villae  predictae  loco  huiusmodi  Maioris  taliter  decedentis, 
depositi,  vel  amoti  pro  residue  anni  illius  ad  eandem  villam 
regendam  et  gubernandam  infra  quindecim  dies  proximos  post  huius- 
modi decessum,  deposic'onem  seu  amoc'onem  eligere  et  perficere 


i  Purchases  by  corporate  bodies  are  said  to  be  purchases  in  mortmain ;  so  called  because  these 
purchases  were  originally  made  by  ecclesiastical  bodies  or  corporations,  the  members  of  which  were 
reckoned  dead  in  law,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  such  bodies  produced  no  advantage  to  the  feudal  lord 
by  way  of  escheat,  wardship,  etc. 
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mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  that  town,  and  shall  have 
perpetual  succession,  and  that  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses and  their  successors  aforesaid  by  the  same  name  shall  be 
persons  skilled  in  law  for  prosecuting  and  defending  all  kinds  of 
pleas,  suits,  plaints,  and  demands,  also  actions  real,  personal  and 
mixed,  which  have  been  or  shall  be  moved  in  any  courts  of  us 
or  our  heirs  or  of  anyone  else,  both  in  the  presence  of  us  and  our 
heirs  and  in  the  presence  of  certain  justices  and  judges,  spiritual 
and  secular,  and  that  they  may  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  them, 
and  answer  and  be  answered.  And  further  of  our  bounteous 
grace  we  have  granted  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  to  the 
same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  thus  incor- 
porate and  to  their  successors  aforesaid,  that  they  shall  likewise 
be  persons  skilled  and  capable  in  law  for  acquiring  lands, 
tenements,  servants  and  possessions  within  the  town,  suburbs 
and  precincts  aforesaid  and  elsewhere,  to  have  and  to  hold  them 
for  themselves  and  their  successors  for  ever,  notwithstanding  the 
statute  of  Mortmain  or  any  other  ordinance  or  statute  put  forward 
to  the  contrary  in  times  past.  We  also  have  granted  and  given 
permission  for  us  and  our  heirs  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  and  their  successors  that  the  election  of  the  same 
mayor  and  bailiffs  and  their  successors  shall  be  made  every  year 
in  the  following  manner,  namely,  that  the  burgesses  of  the  said 
town  for  the  time  being  may  choose  every  year  on  the  Friday 
next  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  within  the  said 
town  from  themselves  a  suitable  and  discreet  burgess  for  the 
good  and  wholesome  government  of  that  town  to  be  mayor  of 
the  same  town,  and  two  other  burgesses  of  the  same  town  to  be 
bailiffs  of  that  town,  for  one  whole  year,  to  exercise  and  occupy 
severally  those  offices  in  the  same  town,  suburbs  and  precincts, 
and  if  such  mayor  and  bailiffs  or  any  of  them  shall  die  within 
the  year  after  such  election,  or  shall  for  ill  government  of  that 
town  or  for  any  other  cause  be  deposed  or  removed  from  the 
office  of  mayor  or  bailiffs  of  the  said  town,  in  that  case  the  said 
burgesses  may  choose  and  make  another  such  fit  and  discreet 
person  to  be  mayor  of  the  said  town  in  place  of  such  mayor  so 
deceased,  deposed  or  removed,  to  rule  and  govern  the  same  town 
for  the  rest  of  that  year,  within  fifteen  days  next  after  such 


2  September  2lst. 


ffi 
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Every      possint,  dumtamen  tarn  quilibet  huiusmodi  Maior  qnam  quilibet 


Bailiff  shall  huiusmodi  Ballivus  villae  predictae  pro  anno  integro  seu  aliqua 
acceptance    Parte   anm   ut   premittitur,  elegendus  in  acceptac!one   utriusque 
take  an  oath  officii  officiorum  predlctorum  sacramentum  prestet  corporale  coram 
h;seofficUete     Burgensibus  villae  predlctae  de  officio  ad  qnod  taliter  fuerit  electus 
rightly.         bene  et  fideliter  faciend0.     Concessimus  insuper  de  uberiori  gratia 
nostra   pro  nobis   et   haeredibus   nostris  eisdem    Burgensibus  qnod 
quilibet  Burgensis  villae  predlctae  qui  imposterum  in  Maiorem  villae 
illius  fuerit  eligendus  et  Maior  ibidem  existet  eo  ipso  et  qaam 
(3)  Mayor     citius  in  Maiorem  villae  illius  sic  electus  et  prefeetus  fuerit  sit 
Escheator.     extunc  Escaetor,1  noster  haeredum  et  successorum  nostrorum  in  villa 
predicta  ac  suburb113  et  precinctu  eiusdem  villae  durante  tempore 
quo    aliquis   huiusmodi    Burgensis    in    officio   maioratus   villae 
predictae  steterit,  et  quod  idem  escaetor  et  successores  sui  easdem 
habeant  potestatem  et  iurisdicc!onem,  auctoritatem  et  libertatem 
ac  quaecumque  alia  ad  officium  escaetoris  pertinentia  in  eisdem 
villa,  suburb118,  et  precinctu  quae  ceteri  escaetores  nostri  et  haere- 
dum  nostrorum   alibi    infra    regnum   nostrum   Angliae   habent   et 
habebunt,  et  quod  nullo  tempore  futur0  aliquis  alius  escaetor  se 
de  aliquo  officium  escaetoris  tangente  infra  villam,  suburbia  et 
precinctum    predlcta    aliqualibct    exercend0   infra   eadem   villam, 
suburbia  et  precinctum  in  aliquo  intromittat  nisi  tantum  maior 
villae   predictae   pro  tempore  existens,  et  q"°d  quilibet  huiusmodi 
fuch  election  Burgensis  in  Maiorem  villae  predictae  imposterum  eligend™  post 
shall  take      huiusmodi  elecdonem  de  se  factam  sacramentum  suum  de  officio 
of  office11        escaetoris  nostri   villae    predlctae  bene  et  fideliter  faciend0  prestet 
before  the     infra  villam  predlctam  coram  Burgensibus  villae  predlctae  de  officio 
escaetriae  infra  villam  illam  ac  libertatem,  franchesias,  et  suburbia 
eiusdem   villae    bene   et   fideliter  faciend0,   ita    quod    huiusmodi 
Maior  et  Escaetor  villae  predlctae  ad  prestandlirn  huiusmodi  sac- 
ramentum  alibi  quam  infra  villam  predictam  seu  coram  aliis  quam 
coram  Burgensibus  villae  illius  nullo  modo  teneatur  usque  com- 
The  Mayor    pellatur.     Et  ulterius  concessimus  et  licentiam  dedimus  pro  nobis 
empowered8    et  haeredibus  nostris  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et 
to  ^Son1*      successorit>us  suis  supradlctis  quod  iidem  Maior  et  Ballivi  et  suc- 
persons         cessores  sui  predlcti  in  omnibus  et  singulis  sectis,  querelis,  acc^ibus, 
et  demandis  coram  ipsis  infra  villam  predletam  ad  sectam  nostram 


i  Escheator.  An  officer  who  receives  the  escheats  of  the  Crown.  An  escheat  (from  Low  Latin 
excado)  is  the  resulting  back  to  the  lord  of  the  fee  (usually  the  Crown)  of  land  of  which  the  tenant 
dies  intestate  without  heirs.  Escheats  were  sometimes  defined  more  widely  and  were  divided  into 
those  propter  defectum  sanguinis  and  those  propter  delictum  tenentis,  the  former  occurring 
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decease,  deposition  or  removal,  provided  that  both  every  such 
mayor  and  every  such  bailiff  of  the  said  town  who  should  be 
chosen  for  the  whole  year  or  any  part  of  the  year,  as  is  before 
expressed,  shall,  on  his  acceptance  of  either  office  or  offices  afore- 
said, take  his  corporal  oath  before  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  office  to  which  he  shall  be  so 
elected.  We  have  granted,  moreover,  of  our  abundant  grace  for 
us  and  our  heirs  to  the  same  burgesses  that  any  burgess  of  the 
said  town  who  for  the  future  shall  have  been  chosen  mayor  of 
that  town  and  shall  be  mayor  there,  by.  that  very  fact  and  as 
soon  as  he  has  been  elected  and  appointed  mayor  of  that  town, 
shall  henceforth  be  the  escheator  of  us  and  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors in  the  said  town  and  the  suburbs  and  precincts  of  the  same 
town  during  the  time  in  which  any  such  burgess  shall  have  been 
placed  in  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  said  town,  and  that  the  same 
escheator  and  his  successors  shall  have  power  and  jurisdiction, 
authority  and  liberty  and  whatever  else  pertains  to  the  office  of 
escheator  in  the  same  town,  suburbs  and  precincts  which  the 
other  escheators  of  us  and  our  heirs  have  and  shall  have  else- 
where within  our  realm  of  England,  and  that  at  no  future  time 
shall  any  other  escheator,  except  only  the  mayor  of  the  said 
town  for  the  time  being,  interfere  in  anything  touching  the  office 
of  escheator  within  the  town,  suburbs  and  precincts  aforesaid  by 
exercising  his  duty  in  any  way  within  the  same  town,  suburbs 
and  precincts,  and  that  any  such  burgess  hereafter  appointed 
mayor  of  the  said  town  after  such  election  made  concerning  him, 
shall  take  his  oath  to  carry  out  well  and  faithfully  the  office  of 
our  escheator  of  the  said  town,  within  the  town  aforesaid,  in  the 
presence  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town  and  its  liberty, 
franchises  and  suburbs,  so  that  such  mayor  and  escheator  of  the 
said  town  shall  in  no  wise  be  held  or  compelled  to  take  such 
oath  elsewhere  than  within  the  said  town  or  before  others  than 
the  burgesses  of  that  town.  And,  furthermore,  we  have  granted 
and  given  permission  for  us  and  our  heirs  to  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  aforesaid  that  the  same 
mayor  and  bailiffs  and  their  successors  aforesaid  in  all  and  every 
suit,  plaint,  action,  and  demand  commenced  before  themselves 
within  the  said  town  at  our  suit  or  the  suits  of  any  other  soever, 


when  the  tenant  dies  without  heirs,  the  latter  (more  strictly  termed  forfeitures)  when  his  blood  was 
attainted.  (See  charter  7  Richard  II,  p.  32).  The  statute  33  and  34  Victoria,  c.  23,  however,  enacts 
that  no  conviction  for  treason  or  felony  shall  cause  attainder  or  escheat. 
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The  Mayor 
and  Bailiffs, 
etc.,  of 
Southamp- 
ton and 
Portsmouth 
not  obliged 
to  obey  the 
orders  of  the 
Constable, 
Marshall, 
or  Admiral 
of  England 
or  other  of 
the  King's 
officers. 


The  Mayor 
to  be  Clerk 
of  the 
Market. 


vel  alterius  cuiuscumque  movendis  possint  personas  defendant68  in 
eisdem  sectis,  querelis,  accWbus  et  demandis  in  terris  tenementis, 
possess^ibus  et  facultatibus  suis  minus  sufficientes  per  corpora 
sua  attachiare  et  easdem  personas  prisonae  nostrae  in  eadem  villa 
committere  eisdem  modo  et  forma  prout  vicecomites  nostri  London 
aliquas  personas  defendentes  minus  sufficientes  in  huiusmodi 
sectis,  querelis,  acc^ibus  et  demandis  versus  ipsas  infra  eandem 
civitatem  motis  per  corpora  sua  infra  eandem  civitatem 
attachiare  possint.  Concessimus  insuper  de  ampliori  grfttia  nostra 
pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgen- 
sibus  et  successoribus  suis  ac  inhabitantibus  et  residentibus  infra 
dictam  villam  Suthampton  pro  maiore  tranquilitate,  quiete, 
utilitate,  et  incremento  villae  predictae  ac  portus  de  Portesmouth 
quiquidem  portus  infra  libertatem  dictae  villae  de  Suthampton 
existit  quod  ipsi  aut  eorum  aliquis  admittend1  seu  obediend1 
aliquibus  preceptis  sive  mandatis  constabular11,1  marescall1 2  seu 
Admiralli  Angliae  vel  senescalli  et  marescalli  aut  clerici  mercati 
hospitii  nostri  vel  haeredum  noslrorum  aut  ali quorum  locatenentium 
vel  deputatorum  suorum  seu  alicuius  locumtenentis  seu  deputati 
alicuius  eorundem  minime  teneantur  set  inde  sint  quieti  et 
exonerati  imperpetuum,  sic  quod  dicti  Constabularius,  Marescallus, 
et  Admirallus  Angliae  seu  eorum  aliquis  aut  dictus  Senescallus, 
Marescallus  et  Clericus  mercati  hospitii  nostri  et  haeredum  n°9tro- 
rum  vel  eorum  aliquis  aut  aliquis  locumtenens  seu  deputatus 
alicuius  eorundem  villam,  suburbla  et  precinctum  aut  dictum 
portum  de  Portesmouth  seu  aliquam  partem  alicuius  eorundem 
ad  aliqua  placita  ibidem  tenenda  aut  quicquid  aliud  quod  ad 
officium  alicuius  eorum  pertinet  seu  pertinere  poterit  infuturum 
faciendum  nullatenus  ingrediatur  nee  aliquod  placitum  extra 
villam,  suburbia  et  precinctum  predicta  ac  dlctum  portum  de  Portes- 
mouth de  aliqua  re  infra  eandem  seu  aliquam  partem  eorundem 
aut  alicuius  eorundem  facta  seu  imposturum  fienda  vel  emergente 
teneatur.  Concessimus  etiam  eisdem  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgen- 
sibus  et  successoribus  suis  imperpetuum  quod  idem  Maior  et  suc- 
cessores  sui  imperpetuum  habeant  occupent  et  exerceant  infra 
dictam  villam  Suthampton  ac  suburbia  et  precinctum  eiusdem 


i  The  office  (as  well  as  the  name)  is  borrowed  from  the  French.  The  name  is  derived  from  the 
Latin  comes  stabuli,  an  officer  well  known  in  the  empire,  and  so  called  because,  like  the  great  con- 
stable of  France,  as  well  as  the  lord  high  constable  of  England,  he  was  to  regulate  all  matters  of 
chivalry,  tilts,  tournaments,  and  feats  of  arms,  which  were  performed  on  horseback.  We  may  form  a 
judgment  of  the  power  of  lord  high  constable  from  the  commission  of  Edward  IV  to  Earl  Rivers : — 
"  Plenam  potestatem  et  auctoritatem  damus  et  committimus  ad  cognoscendum  et  procedendum  in 
omnibus  et  singulis  causis  et  negotiis  de  et  super  crimine  Isesae  maiestatis  seu  ipsius  occasione,  ceteriBque 
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may  attach  by  their  bodies  the  persons  of  defendants  in  the  same 
suits,  plaints,  actions,  and  demands  as  have  not  sufficient  goods 
in  their  lands,  tenements,  possessions,  and  faculties,  and  commit 
the  same  persons  to  our  prison  in  the  same  town,  in  the  same 
manner  and  form  as  our  sheriffs  of  London  may  attach  the  bodies 
of  any  persons  of  defendants  within  the  same  city  as  have  not 
sufficient  goods  in  such  suits,  plaints,  actions,  and  demands 
moved  against  them  within  the  same  city.  Moreover,  we  have 
granted  of  our  more  abundant  grace  for  us  and  our  heirs  to  the 
same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  and  to 
the  inhabitants  and  residents  within  the  said  town  of  South- 
ampton, for  the  greater  tranquility,  quiet,  benefit  and  increase  of 
the  said  town  and  of  the  port  of  Portsmouth,  which  port  is 
within  the  liberties  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton,  that  they 
or  any  of  them  shall  not  be  held  admitting  or  obedient  to  any 
precepts  or  commands  of  the  constable,  marshall  or  admiral  of 
England,  and  marshall  or  clerk  of  the  market  of  us  or  our  heirs, 
or  of  any  lieutenant  or  deputy  of  the  same,  but  shall  be  for  ever 
free  and  exempt  from  them,  so  that  the  said  constable,  marshall, 
and  admiral  of  England  or  any  of  them,  or  the  said  seneschal, 
marshal  and  clerk  of  the  market  of  our  household  of  us  and  our 
heirs  or  any  of  them,  or  any  lieutenant  or  deputy  of  any  of  the 
same,  shall  by  no  means  enter  the  town,  suburbs  and  precincts, 
or  the  said  port  of  Portsmouth  or  any  part  of  any  of  them,  to 
hold  any  pleas  in  the  same  or  anything  else  which  pertains  or 
may  for  the  future  pertain  to  effecting  office  of  any  of  them,  nor 
shall  any  plea  without  the  town,  suburbs  and  precincts  aforesaid 
and  the  said  port  of  Portsmouth  be  held  concerning  anything 
done  or  hereafter  to  be  done  or  emerging  within  the  same  or  any 
part  of  the  same  or  of  any  of  the  same.  We  have  also  granted 
to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  for 
ever  that  the  same  mayor  and  his  successors  for  ever  shall  have, 
hold  and  exercise  within  the  said  town  of  Southampton  and  its 
suburbs  and  precincts  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  market  of  our 
household  and  of  our  heirs,  together  with  all  things  pertaining 


causls  qulbuscumque,  summarie  et  de  pleno,  sine  strepitu  et  flgura  indicii,  sola  facti  veritate  inspecta." 
The  office  has  been  disused  In  England  (except  at  the  Sovereign's  coronation)  ever  since  the  attainder  of 
Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  under  Henry  VIII.  In  France  it  was  suppressed  about  a  century  later, 
by  an  edict  of  Louis  XIII. 

2  The  Earl  Marshal,  with  the  lord  high  constable,  presided  over  the  court  of  chivalry,  which  had 
jurisdiction  relating  to  deeds  of  arms,  injuries  of  honour,  encroachments  in  coat-armour  and  precedency. 
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No  foreign 
merchant 
to  buy  or 
sell  goods 
within  the 
town,  on 
forfeiture 
of  his  goods. 


A  Staple  to 
be  in  the 
town,  of 
which  there 
is  to  be  a 
Mayor 
and  two 
Constables. 


officium  clerici  marcati  hospitii1  nostri  et  haeredum  nostrorum 
unacum  omnibus  ad  idem  officium  clerici  mercati  qualitercumque 
pertinentibus  sive  spectantibus  de  omnibus  et  singulis  rebus  et 
materiis  officium  illud  concernentibus  infra  eadem  villam,  suburbia 
et  precinctum  factis  sive  contingentibus  simul  cum  exitibus, 
finibus  et  redempcWbus  inde  provenientibus,  et  quod  nullus 
mercator  a  libcrtate  dictae  villae  Suthampton  extraneus  aliquas 
merchandisas  infra  dictam  villam  Suthampton  aut  libertatem 
eiusdem  villae  cuique  mercatori  extraneo  vendat  nee  talis 
mercator  extraneus  aliquas  merchandisas  ab  aliquo  extraneo 
mercatore  infra  eandem  villam  Suthampton  aut  libertatem 
eiusdem  sinat  sub  p°ena  forisfacturae  earundem  merchandisarum 
sic  venditarum  vel  emptarum  ad  opus  et  proficuum  eorundem 
Burgensium  et  successorum  suorum  per  eosdem  Burgenses  et 
successores  suos  levandum  imperpetuum  et  non  ad  usum  nostrum 


Concessimus 
ris 


haeredibus  nost 


vel  haeredum  nostrorum  aut  alterius  cuiuscumque. 
etiam  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  pro  nobis  et  dictis 
prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  ac  haeredibus  et  success- 
oribus  suis  pro  emendacioue  et  incremento  villae  predictae  quod  in 
eadem  villa  sit  imperpetuum  una  stapula 2  tarn  ad  recognic^es 
debitorum  in  eadem  stapula  iuxta  formam  statuti  stapulae  in 
eadem  stapula  accipiendam  quam  ad  omnia  alia  ad  huiusmodi 
stapulam  pertinentia  ibidem  facienda  et  exercenda,  et  quod  iidem 
Burgenses  et  successores  sui  quolibet  anno  dicto  die  Veneris 
proximo  ante  festum  sancti  Mathei  Apostoli  infra  villam  predictam 
eligere  possint  de  se  ipsis  unam  personam  idoneam  et  discretam 
in  Maiorem  dictae  stapulae  nostrae  haeredum  et  successorum 
nostrorum  ibidem  aliasque  duas  personas  in  Constabular108  eiusdem 
stapulae  et  pro  uno  anno  integro  in  eadem  villa  pro  sana  et  salubri 
gubernacione  dictae  stapulae  villae  illius  et  pro  omnibus  aliis  eandem 
stapulam  concernentibus  ibidem  faciendis  exercendis  et  exequend18 
habendls  occupandis  et  exercendis  pretextu  presentis  cartae  nostrae 
duntaxat  et  absque  aliqua  alia  prosecuc^e  inde  facienda  dicta 
officia  Maioris  stapulae  et  Constabulariorum  separatim  in  villa 
predicta  et  omnia  et  singula  quae  ad  eadem  officia  ibidem  pertinent 


1  See  note  on  charter  4  Henry  VI,  p.  51. 

2  By  the  statute-merchant,  13  Edward  I,  De  mercatoribus,  security  for  money  payment  was 
entered  into  before  the  chief  magistrate  of  some  trading  town ;  by  the  statute-staple,  27  Edward  III, 
such  security  was  given  before  the  mayor  of  the  "  staple,"  that  ie,  the  grand  mart  for  the  principal 
commodities  or  manufactures  of  the  kingdom,  formerly  held  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  certain  trading 
towns.    Both  were  securities  for  debts,  and  were  originallj7  permitted  only  among  traders  for  the 
benefit  of  commerce  ;  and  when  entered  into,  not  only  the  body  of  the  debtor  might  be  imprisoned, 
and  hie  goods  seized  in  satisfaction  of  the  debt,  but  also  his  lands  might  be  taken  by  the  creditor,  till 
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to  or  concerning  the  same  office  of  clerk  of  the  market  with 
regard  to  all  and  every  thing  and  matter  which  concerns  that 
office,  within  the  same  town,  suburbs  and  precincts  done  or 
happening,  together  with  the  issues,  fines  and  ransoms  thence 
arriving,  and  that  no  merchant,  a  stranger  to  the  liberty  of  the 
said  town  of  Southampton,  shall  sell  any  merchandise  within 
the  said  town  of  Southampton  or  the  liberties  of  the  same  town 
to  any  strange  merchant,  nor  shall  such  strange  merchant  allow 
any  merchandise  from  any  strange  merchant  within  the  same 
town  of  Southampton  or  the  liberties  of  the  same,  under  pains 
of  forfeiting  the  same  merchandise  thus  sold  or  bought  for  the 
use  and  profit  of  the  same  burgesses  and  their  successors  to  be 
levied  by  the  same  burgesses  and  their  successors  for  ever,  and 
not  for  the  advantage  of  us  or  our  heirs  or  anyone  soever.  We 
have  also  granted  of  our  special  grace  for  us  and  our  said  heirs 
to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  heirs  and 
successors  for  the  bettering  and  increase  of  the  said  town,  that 
in  the  same  town  there  shall  be  for  ever  one  staple  both  for  the 
recognition  of  debts  in  the  same  staple,  according  to  the  form  of 
the  statute  concerning  the  staple  received  in  the  same  staple, 
and  for  all  else  pertaining  to  such  staple  there  made  and 
exercised,  and  that  the  same  burgesses  and  their  successors  every 
year  on  the  said  Friday  next  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the 
Apostle,  may  choose  within  the  said  town  of  themselves  a  fit  and 
discreet  person  as  mayor  of  the  said  staple  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors  and  two  other  persons  as  constables  of  the  same  staple, 
for  one  whole  year  in  the  same  town,  and  for  the  wise  and 
healthy  government  of  the  said  staple  of  that  town,  and  for  all 
else  concerning  that  staple  to  be  done,  exercised  and  pursued, 
had,  occupied  and  exercised  in  that  place  by  virtue  of  our  present 
charter  and  without  any  other  prosecution  to  be  done  there,  the 
said  offices  of  mayor  and  constables  of  the  staple  severally, 
together  with  all  and  every  which  pertains  to  the  same  offices  in 


out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  them  the  debt  was  satisfied  ;  and  during  such  time  as  the  creditor  so 
held  the  lands,  he  was  termed  tenant  by  statute  merchant  or  statute  staple. 

"  Although  the  staple,  or  grand  mart,  was  not  established  until  this  charter  was  granted,  the 
statute  merchant  was  always  in  force,  and  many  of  the  Guild  laws  were  formed  upon  that  plan.  Their 
book  of  records  is  still  called  'the  book  of  statutes  merchant.'  The  Corporation  still  continue  to  elect 
officers  of  the  staple  every  year,  the  Mayor  taking  the  oath  of  Mayor  of  the  Staple,  besides  the  oath  of 
mayor  as  a  civil  magistrate."— Speed,  1759. 

The  last  vestige  of  the  above  was  swept  away  in  1835. 
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If  any  such    facienda,  et  si  huiusmodi  Maior  stapulae  et  Constabularu  ante 
Constable      huiusmodi  annum  finitum  decesserint  seii  eorum  aliquis  decesserit 


be  removed6  aut  P™  a^cllia  causa  ratjonabili  ab  officio  huiusmodi  Maioratus 

before  seu  Constabulariae  depositi  vel  amoti  fuerint  sen  depositus  vel 

SnPiyeap    amotus  fuit  extunc  Burgenses  villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes 

of  office,  the  tarn  aliam  personam  idoneam  et  discretam  in  Maiorem  stapulae 

to  elect         villae   predictae   quam    alias    personas    in    Constabularios    eiusdem 

others.          stapulae  pro  residue  anni  illius  ad  eandem  stapulam  in  forma 

predicta    rogandam    et   gubernandam    et   ad   omnia   alia   eandem 

stapulam  concernantia  ibidem  facienda  exercenda  et  exequenda 

Provided       eligere   possint.     Proviso   semper   quod  tarn  quilibet  huiusmodi 

Ske  theSUCh  Maior  stapulae   infra  villam   predictam   ut   permittitur   eligendu8 

oath  of  office  immediate  post  elecc^em  de  se  ad  huiusmodi  officium  factam 

Bosses.     sacramentum  suum  de  officio  illo  bene  et  fideliter  faciendo  prestet 

coram    Burgensibus    eiusdem     villae    quam    quilibet    huiusmodi 

Constabularius  eiusdem  stapulae  infra  villam  illam  immediate 

post  eleccVem  de  se  ad  huiusmodi  officium  factam  sacramentum 

suum  de  officio  illo  bene  et  fideliter  faciendo  similiter  prestet 

coram  eisdem  Burgensibus  sic  quod  nee  huiusmodi  Maior  stapulae 

villae    predlctae   nee   aliquis    huiusmodi    Constabularius    eiusdem 

stapulae  ad  prestandum  aliquod  huiusmodi  sacramentum  alibi  quam 

infra  villam  predictam  seu  coram  aliis  quam  coram  Burgensibus 

villae  illius  quovis  modo  teneatur  seu  compellatur.     Concessimus 

The  Mayor,    etiam  de  gratla  nostra  speciali  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgen- 

toaappointC"  sibus  dictae  villae  Suthampton  ac  haeredibus  et  successoribus  suis 

Brokers,        q™&  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  haeredes  et  successores 

Carriers'  etc.  sui  imposterum  eligere  possint  et  constitute  annuatim  die  supra- 

diet0  de  inhabitantibus  villam  predictam  et  suburbia  eiusdem  seu 

de  aliis  tarn  omnimodos  Brocatores1  merchandisarum   bigarum 

et   batellorurn    quam    omnimodos    Portatores,2    Paccatores3    et 

Cariatores4  omnimodarum  merchandisarum  ad  villam  et  portus 

predicta    applicantium    et    quoscumque     occupatores    huiusmodi 

officiorum   in   eisdem    villa    et   portubus   prout   ipsi    et    eorum 

predecessores  ante  haec  tempora  eligere    et   facere  consueverunt. 

Concessimus  etiam  de  gratla  nostra  sp^iali  pro  nobis,  haeredibus  et 

1  "  By  order  of  1520  neither  merchant  strangers  nor  burgesses  were  permitted  to  bargain  with  ships 
arriving  under  Wight  or  in  Hampton  Water,  or  to  pay  ready  money,  by  which  means  coin  would  be 
carried  out  of  the  realm,  contrary  to  the  King's  laws  and  hurtful  to  the  town's  customs,  but  they  were  to 
employ  brokers,  and  the  payments  were  to  be  made  within  the  town"  (Boke  of  Remembrances,  f.  18(5). 

2  "  The  porters  are,  and  always  have  been,  united  into  a  kind  of  prescriptive  company,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Corporation.    They  have  a  common  stock  of  horses,  carriages,  etc.,  and  their  pay  is 
collected  by  a  common  steward  and  divided  among  them.    Their  number  is  limited  to  seven  besides 
their  steward."—  Speed. 

This  number  had  been  prescribed  in  1501.  The  accounts  were  made  up  erery  Saturday  night  before 
their  master,  who  divided  to  each  his  share.  They  were  to  provide  four  able  horses  to  serve  the 
merchants,  each  horse  to  be  worth  at  least  26/8. 
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that  place,  shall  be  performed  ;  and  if  such  mayor  and  constables 
of  the  staple  or  any  of  them  shall  die  or  for  any  reasonable  cause 
shall  be  deposed  or  removed  within  the  year  from  the  office  of 
such  mayor  or  constable,  then  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town  for 
the  time  being  may  choose  both  another  fit  and  discreet  person 
as  mayor  of  the  staple  of  the  said  town  and  other  persons  as 
constables  of  the  same  staple  for  the  rest  of  that  year,  to  summon 
and  govern  the  same  staple  in  the  form  aforesaid  and  there  to 
do,  exercise  and  pursue  all  else  that  concerns  the  same  staple. 
Provided  always  that  every  such  mayor  of  the  staple  within  the 
said  town  as  he  is  permitted  to  be  chosen,  immediately  after  his 
election  has  been  made  to  such  office,  shall  take  an  oath,  to 
perform  his  duty  well  and  faithfully,  before  the  burgesses  of  the 
same  town,  and  every  such  constable  of  the  same  staple  within 
that  town,  immediately  after  his  election  has  been  made  to  such 
office,  shall  similarly  take  his  oath  to  carry  out  that  office  well 
and  faithfully,  in  the  presence  of  the  same  burgesses,  so  that  no 
such  mayor  of  the  staple  of  the  said  town  nor  any  such  constable 
of  the  same  staple  shall  be  held  or  compelled  in  any  way  to  take 
any  such  oath  elsewhere  than  within  the  said  town  or  before  any 
others  than  the  burgesses  of  that  town.  We  have  granted  also 
of  our  special  grace  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of 
the  said  town  of  Southampton  and  to  their  heirs  and  successors 
that  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  in  future  may  choose 
and  appoint  annually  on  the  aforesaid  day  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  town  and  the  suburbs  of  the  same,  or  from  others, 
both  all  kinds  of  brokers  for  merchandize,  carts  and  boats,  and 
all  kinds  of  porters,  packers  and  carters  for  every  kind  of 
merchandize  applying  to  the  said  town  and  port,  and  any 
holders  of  such  offices  in  the  same  town  and  ports  as  they  and 
their  predecessors  have  been  used  to  choose  and  make  aforetime. 
We  have  also  granted  of  our  special  grace  for  us,  our  heirs  and 


"  They  buy  and  sell  their  places ;  but  must  be  admitted  and  may  be  turned  out  by  the  Common 
Council,  who  appoint  the  rates  of  carriage,  which  la  at  present  for  every  pipe  of  wine  6d.,  for  every 
hogshead  3d.,  to  any  part  of  the  town."— Speed. 

It  appears  that  the  porters  sometimes  acted  as  scavengers.  Probably  they  were  already  associated 
in  1225,  for  Henry  III  directed  the  Bailiffs  to  pay  them  for  cellaring  100  casks  of  wine.  "Prsecipimus 
vobls  quod  habere  faciatis  beremannis  Suthamptonise  id  quod  habere  debent  pro  C.  doliis  vlni  portandis 
et  ponendis  in  celarils  nostris  de  Suht.  super  canteras,  et  computabitur  vobis  ad  Scaccarium." 

3  In  1469  the  packers  paid  for  "the  ferme  of  the  pekkyng"  £6/6/8.    In  1483  £6.    In  1518  one  paid 
to  the  town  for  his  place  26/8,  and  "  to  dwell  in  a  new  house  according  to  the  order  of  the  town." 

4  There  seems  to  have  been  one  common  carrier,  who  had  a  monopoly. 
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For  the 
support  of 
the  town,  the 
Mayor,  etc., 
to  have  all 
goods  of 
inhabitants 
outlawed, 
etc. 


No  corn, 
hay,  etc.,  to 
be  levied 
upon  the 
town  by 
the  King's 
Provisors, 
etc. 


successoribus  nostris  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  dictae 
villae  Suthampton  ac  haeredibus  et  successoribus  suis  in  aug- 
mentacV^em  eiusdem  villae  et  supportac^em  firmae  suae  predictae 
et  aliorum  grandium  onerum  in  quibus  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et 
Burgenses  annuatim  necessario  onerantur  q"°d  ipsi  haeredes  et 
successores  sui  imperpetuum  habeant  omuia  et  singula  bona  et 
catalla  omnium  et  singulorum  inhabitantium  et  residentium  infra 
dictam  villam  Suthampton  et  suburbia  eiusdem  villae  utlegatorum 
et  qualitercumque  attinctorum,  dampnatorum  et  convictorum 
ubicumque  fuerint  inventa  licet  iidem  inhabitantes  et  residentes 
aliqua  terras  et  tenementa  seu  alias  possessiones  quascumque  de  nobis 
vel  de  aliis  infra  villam  et  suburbia  predicta  seu  alibi  de  nobis  vel 
de  aliis  quibuscumque  per  quodcumque  servitium  tenuerint.  Et 
ulterius  de  uberiori  gratia  nostra  concessimus  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus 
nostris  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis 
quod  de  bladis,  fenis,  equis,  carectis,  cariagiis  et  aliis  bonis  et 
catallis  suis  seu  alicuius  eorum  aut  alicuius  inhabitantium  et  resi- 
dentium infra  dictam  villam  et  suburbia  eiusdem  ad  opus  nostrum 
haeredum  seu  successorum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  quorumcumque 
contra  voluntatem  suam  aut  alicuius  eorum  ubicumque  fuerint 
inventa  per  Provisores  seu  Captores  bladorum,  feni,  equorum, 
carectorum,  cariagorum  aut  aliorum  bonorum  et  rerum  quorum- 
cumque pro  hospitio  nostro  haeredum  et  successorum  nostrorum 
aut  aliorum  quorumcumque  aut  per  alios  ministros  seu  Ballivos 
nostros  haeredum  et  successorum  nostrorum  quoscumque  aut 
alterius  cuiuscumque  capiatur,  abducatur  aut  aliqualiter  asportetur 
eo  quod  expressa  mentio  de  vero  valore  annuo  libertatum, 
franchesiarum,  quietantiarum  et  immunitatum  predietarum  et 
ceterorum  permissorum  seu  de  aliis  donis  et  concessionibus  prefatis 
nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  seu 
prefatis  nunc  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  aut  nuper  Maiori, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  dictae  villae  Suthampton  et  successoribus 
suis  aut  nuper  Burgensibus  eiusdem  villae  et  successoribus  suis 
per  nos  aut  aliquem  progenitorum  nostrorum  ante  haec  tempora 
factis  in  presentibus  facta  non  existit  aut  aliquo  statuto, 
ordinacione,  provisione,  restriccV'e  sive  actu  ante  haec  tempora 
qualitercumque  fact18  editis  seu  provisis  aut  alia  re,  causa,  vel 
materia  quacumque  non  obstante.  Hiis  testibus  venerabilibus 
patribus  J.  Cantuar,  totius  Angliae  Primate,  Cancellario  nostro, 
et  J.  Ebor,  Angliae  Primate,  archiepiscopis,  W.  Lincoln,  et 
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successors  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said 
town  of  Southampton,  and  to  their  heirs  and  successors,  for  the 
augmentation  of  the  same  town  and  for  the  support  of  their  said 
farm,  and  of  other  great  burdens  under  which  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  necessity  annually  labour,  that  they, 
their  heirs,  and  successors  for  ever  shall  have  all  and  every  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  all  and  every  inhabitant  and  resident 
within  the  said  town  of  Southampton  and  the  suburbs  of  the 
same  town,  outlawed  and  likewise  attainted,  condemned  and 
convicted  wherever  they  shall  be  found,  though  the  same  inhabi- 
tants and  residents  shall  hold  any  lands  and  tenements  or  other 
possessions  soever  of  us  or  of  others  within  the  said  town  and 
suburbs  or  elsewhere  of  us  or  of  any  others  by  any  service  what- 
ever. And,  furthermore,  of  our  bounteous  grace  we  have  granted 
for  us  and  our  heirs  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and 
their  successors  that  (nothing)  shall  be  taken,  abducted,  or  other- 
wise carried  away  of  the  corn,  hay,  horses,  carts,  carriages  and 
other  goods  and  chattels  of  them  or  any  one  of  them  or  of  any 
inhabitant  or  resident  within  the  said  town  and  the  suburbs  of 
the  same,  for  the  use  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  or  of  anyone 
else  contrary  to  their  will  or  of  any  of  them  wherever  such  shall 
be  found,  by  the  providers  or  purveyors  of  corn,  hay,  horses,  carts, 
carriages,  or  of  any  other  goods  or  things  whatsoever,  for  the 
household  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  or  of  any  others  what- 
soever, or  by  any  other  officer  or  bailiff  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors whatsoever  or  of  any  of  them,  for  the  reason  that  express 
mention  of  the  true  yearly  value  of  the  liberties,  franchises, 
quittances  and  immunities  aforesaid,  and  of  other  grants,  or  of 
other  gifts  and  concessions  aforesaid  made  to  the  present  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors,  or  to  the  said 
present  burgesses  and  their  successors,  or  to  the  late  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton  and  their 
successors,  or  to  the  late  burgesses  of  the  same  town  and  their 
successors,  by  us  or  any  of  our  ancestors  heretofore,  which  are 
not  mentioned  in  these  presents,  or  in  any  statute,  ordinance, 
provision,  restriction  or  act  made,  given  or  provided  in  such 
wise  heretofore,  or  any  thing,  cause  or  matter  whatever  notwith- 
standing. Witnessed  by  the  venerable  fathers,  John,  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England,  our  Chancellor,  and  John, 
Archbishop  of  York,  primate  of  England,  William,  Bishop  of 
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Thoma  Elien,  Episcopis,  carissimo  avunculo  nostro,  Humfredo 
Gloucester,  et  carissimo  consanguineo  nostro,  Johanne  Exon  ducibus, 
carissimis  consanguineis  nostris,  Edrnundo  Dorset  et  Willelmo 
Suffolk  Marchionibus,  Henrico  Northumbrlae  et  Ricardo  Sarum 
comitibus,  consanguineis  nostris  carissimis  ac  Radnlfo  de  Sudley, 
Thesaurar10  nostro,  et  Radulfo  Cromwell  militibus,  necnon  magistro 
Adam  Moleyns  Custode  Privati  Sigilli  nostri  et  aliis.  Datum 
per  manum  nostram  apud  Westmonasterlum,  vicessimo  nono  die 
Julii,  anno  regni  nostri  vicessimo  tertio. 
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Lincoln,  Thomas,  Bishop  of  Ely,  our  beloved  uncle,  Humphrey, 
Duke  of  Gloucester,  and  our  beloved  cousin,  John,  Duke  of 
Exeter,  our  beloved  cousin,  Edmund,  Marquis  of  Dorset,  and 
William,  Marquis  of  Suffolk,  our  beloved  cousins,  and  Sir  Radulf 
of  Sudley,  our  Treasurer,  and  Sir  Ralph  Cromwell,  also  Master 
Adam  Moleyns,  guardian  of  our  private  seal,  and  others.  Dated 
by  our  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  2gth  day  of  July,  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1445.] 
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XI. 
25    HENRY    YI,    14S7. 


The  town 
made  a 
county. 


Because  the 
Mayor,  etc., 
and  also  the 
merchants 
have  been 
arrested  and 
imprisoned 
by  the 
Sheriffs. 


Considering 
the  great 
charges  of 
the  defence 
of  the  town 
and  the 
payment 
of  the  340 
marks  for 
the  fee  farm. 


HENRICUS  dei  gratia,  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Ducibus, 
Marchionibus,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus, 
Prepositis,.Ministris  et  pmnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem. 
Sciatis  quod  cum  ex  relatu  gravique  querela  Maioris,  Ballivorum 
et  Burgensium  villae  nostrae  Suthampton  intellexerimus  qualiter 
in  villa  ilia  quae  prope  costeram  maris  situata  existit  et  merca- 
toribus  nautis  et  marinariis  a  partibus  longinquis  ad  villam 
illam  cum  ingente  copia  karkarum,  galearum  et  navium  ad 
portum  ibidem  cum  merchandisis  applicantium  confluentibus 
habundat  pro  ceteris,  ac  etiam  infra  portum  et  precinctum  eiusdem 
et  in  portu  de  Portesmouth  non  solum  Maior,  Ballivi,  Burgenses 
et  inhabitantes  eiusdem  villae,  verumetiam  quam  plures  dictorum 
mercatorum,  nautarum  et  marinariorum  extraneorum1  per  vice- 
comites  comitatus  South'ton  et  eorum  Ballivos  et  ministros 
ante  haec  tempora  capti,  arestati,  imprisonati  et  multipliciter 
inquietati  extiterunt  et  indies  adhuc  existunt  quominus  ipsi 
negotiacjonibus  suis  quiete  intendere  valeant  ut  deberent  in 
ipsorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum,  Burgensium  et  inhabitantium  ac 
mercatorum  extraneorum  inquietac^em  dispendium  et  grava- 
men ad  dictae  villae  nostrae  dehonestacionem  manifestam,  unde 
predicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  nobis  humillime  supplicarunt 
sibi  per  nos  in  hac  parte  de  remedio  congruo  providere,  nos 
premissa  considerantes  et  presertim  expensas  et  onera  grandia  quae 
predicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  tarn  in  defence  villae  nostrae 
predictae  quam  in  soluc'o^  trescentarum  et  quadraginta  marcarum2 
pro  feodi  firma  eiusdem  villae  nobis  annuatim  solvendarum  sustinent 
et  supportant,  volentes  eo  pretextu  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  gratiam  facere  ampliorem  ut  tarn  iidem  Maior, 
Ballivi,  Burgenses  et  inhabitantes  qliam  Mercatores,  nautae  et 


i  In  1402  the  Genoese  were  allowed  to  unload  at  Southampton  and  send  their  goods  to  London  by 
land.  In  1151  these  merchants  were  bringing  large  quantities  of  alum  to  this  port.  Southampton  was 
also  a  great  emporium  for  tin,  and  in  1453  the  King  arrested  it  all  for  the  public  service.  In  the  same 
King's  reign  £1,000  were  levied  on  the  various  ports  for  securing  the  trade.  London  was  set  at  £300, 
Bristol  £150,  Hampton  £100,  in  this  order.  Hence  we  conclude  that  at  this  time  Southampton  was  the 
third  port  in  the  kingdom. 
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[TRANSLATION/ 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors, 
dukes,  marquises,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sheriffs,  reeves,  officers, 
and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting.  Know  ye  that 
since  from  the  account  and  grave  complaint  of  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  our  town  of  Southampton,  we  have 
understood  how  in  that  town,  which  happens  to  be  situated  near 
the  sea-coast  and  abounds  in  merchants,  sailors  and  mariners 
who  flock  from  distant  parts  to  that  town  with  an  immense 
quantity  of  cargoes,  galleys,  and  ships  plying  with  merchandise 
to  the  port  there,  and  also  within  the  port  and  precincts  of  the 
same  and  in  the  port  of  Portsmouth,  not  only  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  same  town,  but  also  many  of 
the  said  merchants,  sailors  and  foreign  mariners,  through  the 
sheriffs  of  the  county  of  Southampton  and  their  bailiffs  and 
officers  hitherto  appeared  and  daily  still  appear  to  have  been 
seized,  arrested,  imprisoned,  and  in  many  ways  annoyed,  so  that 
they  cannot  proceed  with  their  business  peaceably,  as  they 
should,  to  the  annoyance,  expense  and  hardship  of  the  same 
mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  foreign  inhabitants  and  merchants, 
and  to  the  manifest  dishonour  of  our  said  town,  wherefore  the 
said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  have  most  humbly  besought 
us  in  our  person  to  provide  herewith  a  fitting  remedy;  we, 
considering  these  premises,  and  especially  the  expenses  and  heavy 
burdens  which  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  both  for 
the  defence  of  our  said  town  and  for  the  payment  of  the  340 
marks  to  be  paid  to  us  for  the  fee  farm  of  the  same  town,  have 
borne  and  supported  yearly,  and  being  willing,  therefore,  to 
extend  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  our  further 
grace,  in  order  that  both  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and 
inhabitants,  and  the  foreign  merchants,  sailors  and  mariners 


2  From  the  time  of  Henry  II  (1199)  the  town  had  purchased  the  fee  farm  for  £200,  payable  at  the 
Exchequer  each  Michaelmas.  Edward  I  (1276)  had  seized  the  town  into  his  hands  for  the  wounding  of 
his  bailiff  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  but  had  restored  it  to  the  townsmen  upon  paying  a  fine ;  how- 
ever, he  increased  the  fee  farm  by  40  marks  (£26/13/4),  so  that  the  fee  farm  is  now  correctly  stated 
to  be  340  marks  (£226/13/4). 
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And  that  the 
Mayor,  etc., 
and  Mer- 
chants may 
attend  their 
business 
and  more 
easily  bear 
these 
charges. 

Grant  that 
the  town 
of  South- 
ampton and 
the  port  of 
Portsmouth 
be  one  entire 
county. 


And  have 
one  Sheriff. 


Every  such 
Sheriff  to 
take  an  oath 
to  perform 
duly  his 
duties. 


marinarii  extranei  ad  villam  nostram  prediotam  confluentes  nego- 
tiafo^bus  suis  liberius  et  quietius  intendere  dictique  Maior, 
Ballivi  et  Burgenses  expensas  et  onera  predicta  facilius  supportare 
valeant  in  futurum  de  gr^a  nostra  speciali  conGessimus  et  per 
presentes  concedimus  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae 
nostrae  predictae  et  successoribus  suis  qllod  dicta  villa  riostra  cum  portu 
et  precinctu  eiusdem  ac  portu  de  Portesmouth  quae  nunc  villa 
Suthampton  et  procinctus  eiusdem  villae  noncupantur  sint  unus 
integer  comitatus1  corporatus  in  re  et  nomine  ac  distinctus  et 
separatus  a  comitatu  South'ton  imperpetuum,  et  quod  idem 
comitatus  sic  corporatus  distinctus  et  separatus  a  comitatu 
Suthampton  comitatus  nostrae  villae  Suthampton  perpetualiter 
nominetur  nuncupetur  et  appeletur,  et  quod  Maior,  Ballivi  et 
Burgenses  predicti  et  successores  sui  habeant  in  villa  predicta  unum 
vicecomitem  in  forma  subscripta  eligendum,  videlicet  quod  Maior, 
Ballivi  et  Burgenses  adnunc  existentes  in  crastino  apostolorum 
Philippi  et  Jacobi2  proxim6  futur0  eligent  de  seipsis  unum  Bur- 
gensem  villae  predictae  habilem  et  idoneum  in  vicecomitem  villae 
illius  quiquidem  vicecomes3  sic  electus  habeat  et  occupet  officium 
vicecomitatus  eiusdem  villae  usque  diem  Veneris  proximum  ante 
festum  sancti  Mathei  Apostoli  proxim6  futurum  et  eodem  die 
Veneris  quousque  in  eadem  die  alius  Burgensis  eiusdem  villae  in 
vicecomitem  villae  illius  eligatur,  et  quod  dicto  die  Veneris  et 
extunc  quolibet  anno,  videllcet  die  Veneris  proxim0  ante  festum 
sancti  Mathei  Apostoli,  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predictae 
pro  tempore  existentes  in  aliquo  loco  certo  villae  predictae  ubi 
melius  sibi  placuerit  convenire  unum  de  conburgensibus  suis 
discretum  habilem  et  idoneum  in  vicecomitem  eiusdem  villae 
eligere  valeant  et  ipsum  in  vicecomitem  eiusdem  villae  proncere  et 
creare.  Et  quod  quilibet  Burgensis  villae  predictae  in  vicecomitem 
villae  illius  tarn  in  dicto  crastino  apostolorum  Philippi  et  Jacobi 
quam  post  annuatim  in  forma  predicta  electus  profectus  et  creatus 


i  The  promotion  of  a  town  to  a  county  involved  a  more  complete  emancipation  from  the  intrusion 
of  the  sheriff  of  the  county.  The  mayor  was  constituted  royal  escheator  in  his  place,  and  his  office  as 
receiver  and  executor  of  writs  devolved  upon  the  new  sheriff  of  the  county  towu.  A  local  franchise 
was  attached  to  the  new  jurisdiction.  London  was  made  a  county  by  Henry  I.  No  other  county  town 
was  made  until  Edward  III  gave  the  honour  to  Bristol.  Richard  II  conferred  the  privilege  upon  York. 
Within  the  next  half  century  eight  other  towns  were  given  similar  charters.  In  all  there  are  nineteen 
"  counties  corporate  "  at  the  present  day.  The  privilege  therefore  was  uncommon,  and  hence  we  gather 
that  Southampton  was  a  town  of  considerable  importance  at  this  time. 

a  May  1st. 

3  The  sheriff  is  first  man  in  the  county,  superior  in  rank  to  any  nobleman  therein,  during  his  term 
of  office.  He  may  apprehend  ami  commit  to  prison  all  persons  who  break,  or  attempt  to  break,  the 
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assembling  to  our  said  town,  may  be  able  to  carry  on  their 
business  more  freely  and  peaceably,  and  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs, 
and  burgesses  to  support  more  easily  the  aforesaid  expenses 
and  burdens,  have  granted  of  our  special  grace  and  by  these 
presents  do  grant  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  our 
said  town  and  their  successors,  that  our  said  town,  with  the  port 
and  precincts  of  the  same,  and  the  port  of  Portsmouth,  which  is 
now  called  the  town  of  Southampton,  and  the  precincts  of  the 
same  town,  shall  be  one  entire  county  incorporate  in  word  and 
deed,  distinct  and  separate  from  the  county  of  Southampton  for 
ever,  and  that  the  same  county  so  incorporate,  distinct  and 
separate  from  the  county  of  Southampton  shall  always  be 
entitled,  named  and  called  the  county  of  our  town  of  South- 
ampton, and  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  aforesaid  and 
their  successors  shall  have  in  the  said  town  one  sheriff,  to  be 
chosen  in  the  manner  underwritten,  that  is  to  say,  that  the 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  now  existing  shall  choose  on  the 
morrow  of  the  feast  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James  next  ensuing, 
from  themselves  one  discreet  and  fit  burgess  of  the  said  town  to 
be  sheriff  of  that  town,  which  sheriff  so  elected  shall  have  and 
occupy  the  office  of  the  shrievalty  of  the  same  town  till  the 
Friday  next  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle  next 
ensuing,  and  on  that  same  Friday  till  that  day  on  which  another 
burgess  of  the  same  town  shall  be  chosen  sheriff  of  that  town, 
and  that  on  the  said  Friday  and  henceforth  every  year,  that  is  to 
say,  on  the  Friday  next  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the 
Apostle,  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  for 
the  time  being  shall  in  some  certain  place  of  the  said  town  where 
they  shall  choose  to  meet,  elect  one  discreet,  capable  and  fit 
person  of  their  fellow  burgesses  to  be  sheriff  of  the  same  town, 
and  shall  appoint  and  constitute  him  sheriff  of  the  same.  And 
that  every  burgess  of  the  said  town  elected,  appointed  and 
constituted  sheriff  of  that  town,  as  well  on  the  said  morrow  of 


Kiiig'g  peace.  He  is  bound  to  pursue  and  take  all  traitors,  murderers  and  other  inisdoers,  and  commit 
them  to  gaol.  He  is  also  to  defend  his  county  against  the  King's  enemies,  and  for  this  purpose  he  may 
command  all  the  people  of  his  county  to  attend  him ;  which  is  called  the  posse  comitatus,  or  power  of 
the  county  ;  and  this  summons  every  person  above  fifteen,  and  under  the  degree  of  peer,  is  bound  to 
attend,  under  pain  of  fine  and  imprisonment.  The  sheriff's  oath  runs  :— "  You  shall  be  a  good  and  true 
officer  unto  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and  to  the  heirs  and  successors  of  him,  and  duly  and  truly 
you  shall  execute  all  writs,  warrants,  and  precepts,  proclamations  and  other  things  to  you  directed  ; 
and  all  such  you  shall  duly  and  truly  serve  and  return  by  the  advice  of  such  counsel  as  shall  utterly 
discharge  the  said  town ;  you  shall  also  due  attendance  give  unto  the  mayor  and  his  brethren,  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  town,  at  all  Sessions,  Assizes,  and  gaol  deliveries  had  within  the  said 
town,  and  at  other  times  necessary  when  your  presence  is  requisite,  and  all  other  things  that  to  your 
office  of  a  sheriff  in  any  wise  appertained  or  belongeth  you  shall  well  and  truly  do  and  execute." 
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Within  the 
town  and 
before  the 
Mayor,  etc. 


The  Mayor 
to  certify 
the  Barons 
of  the 
Exchequer 
of  the 
Sheriff's 
name. 

Such  Sheriff 
to  hold  his 
court  every 
month  on 
Monday. 


All  writs  to 
be  directed 
to  this 
Sheriff. 


No  other 
Sheriff  shall 
enter  the 
Town  to  do 
anything 
belonging  to 
his  office. 


coram  Maiore,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  ibidem  pro  tempore 
existentibus  sacramentum  corporale  debito  modo  prestet  ad 
officium  vicecomitat118  ibidem  debite  et  fideliter  faciendum  exer- 
cendlim  et  exequendum  a  tempore  quo  sic  electus  et  prefectus 
fuerit  quousque  alius  vicecomes  in  forma  predicta  eligatur  et 
preficiatur.  Ita  quod  huiusmodi  vicecomes  sic  electus,  prefectus, 
et  creatus  ad  prestandum  huiusmodi  sacramentum  alibi  quam  infra 
villam  predictam  vel  coram  alio  sive  aliis  quam  coram  Maiore, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predictae  qui  pro  tempore  fuerint 
nullo  modo  teneatur  neque  compellatur.  Et  quod  Maior  dictae 
villae  pro  tempore  existens  Barones  nostros  et  haeredum  nostrorum 
de  scaccario  de  nomine  huiusmodi  vicecomitis  sic  electi  et  prefecti 
creati  et  iurati  per  litteras  patentes  sigillo  officii  sui  sigillandas 
annuatim  certificet,  quodque  vicecomes  huiusmodi  cum  sic 
electus,  prefectus,  creatus,  et  iuratus  fuerit  et  successores  sui 
postquam  iurati  fuerint  comitatus1  nostros  villae  predictae  infra 
villam  predictam  de  mense  in  mensem  per  diem  Lunae  annuatim 
teneat  et  teneant  et  ea  omnia  et  singula  quae  aliquis  vicecomes 
alicuius  comitatus  regni  nostri  Angliae  in  comitatu  suo  facere 
poterit  aut  debebit  quovis  modo  in  comitatu  suo  infra  villam 
predictam  faciat  exercent  et  exequatur  toties  quoties  sibi  videbitur 
expediens  et  necesse.  Et  quod  nos  haeredes  et  successores  nostri 
omnia  et  singula  brevia,  billas,  precepta  et  mandata  nostra  haeredum 
et  successorum  nostrorum  quae  ex  quacumque  causa  seu  quibus- 
cumque  causis  infra  villam  predlctam  prfecinctum  aut  portum 
eiusdem  aut  portum  de  Portesmouth  emergentibus  erunt  dirigenda 
sive  exequenda,  et  quae  per  vicecomitem  Suthamptomae  serviri 
deberent  si  vicecomes  dictae  villae  de  uno  Burgense  eiusdem  villae 
sic  factus  non  existeret  vicecomiti  villae  Suthampton  pro  tempore 
existenti  fieri  et  dirigi  faciemus  et  haeredes  et  successores  nostri 
predicti  fieri  et  dirigi  facient.  Ita  quod  nullus  alius  vicecomes 
regni  nostri  aut  Ballivus  seu  serviens  alicuius  vicecomitis  eiusdem 
regni  nisi  solummodo  vicecomites  nostri  et  haeredum  nostrorum 
villae  predictae  et  eorum  Ballivi  vel  servientes  earidem  villam, 
precinctus  aut  portus  predictos  aliqualiter  ingrediatur  ad  quicquam 
quod  ad  ofBcia  sua  pertinet  seu  pertinere  potent  quovis  modo 


i  The  Sheriff's  County  Court  never  ranked  as  a  court  of  record,  although  from  this  time  down  to 
1846  it  might  have  lield  pleas  of  debts  or  damages  under  the  value  of  40/-.  By  virtue  of  a  special  writ 
he  was  empowered  to  do  the  same  justice  in  his  county  court  as  might  otherwise  be  had  at  Westminster. 
It  is  said  that  the  freeholders  of  the  county  were  the  real  judges,  the  sheriff  being  the  president  only. 
The  great  conflux  of  freeholders  supposed  always  to  attend  the  sheriff's  county  court,  '•forum  plebeice 
iustitice  et  theatrum  comitivee  potestatis,"  is  the  reason  why  fresh  Acts  of  Parliament  at  the  end  of 
every  session  were  accustomed  to  be  published  there,  and  outlaws  proclaimed,  sheriffs,  conservators  of 
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the  feast  of  the  Apostles  Philip  and  James  as  afterwards  yearly 
in  the  said  form,  shall  in  due  form  take  his  corporal  oath  before 
the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  there  for  the  time  being  to  do, 
exercise  and  pursue  his  office  of  sheriff  duly  and  faithfully  in  the 
same,  from  the  time  when  he  has  been  thus  elected  and  appointed 
and  until  another  sheriff  shall  be  elected  and  appointed  in  the 
form  aforesaid.  So  that  such  sheriff  thus  elected,  appointed  and 
created  shall  in  no  wise  be  obliged  and  compelled  to  take  such 
oath  elsewhere  than  within  the  said  town  or  before  any  other 
person  or  persons  than  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
said  town  who  for  the  time  exist.  And  that  the  mayor  of  the 
said  town  for  the  time  being  shall  every  year  certify  the  name 
of  such  sheriff  thus  elected,  appointed,  created  and  sworn,  to  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer  of  us  and  our  heirs  by  our  letters  patent 
sealed  under  the  seal  of  his  office,  and  that  such  sheriff,  when  he 
has  been  thus  elected,  appointed,  created  and  sworn,  and  his 
successors,  after  they  have  been  sworn,  shall  hold  our  county 
court  of  the  said  town  within  the  said  town  from  month  to 
month  on  a  Monday,  and  shall  do,  exercise  and  execute  in  any 
way  in  his  county  within  the  said  town  all  and  everything 
which  any  sheriff  of  any  county  in  our  kingdom  of  England  can 
or  should  do  in  his  county,  as  often  as  he  shall  deem  it  expedient 
and  necessary.  And  that  we,  our  heirs  and  successors  will  cause 
to  be  made  and  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton for  the  time  existing,  all  and  every  writ,  bill,  precept 
and  demand  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  which  shall  arise  or 
follow  from  all  or  any  cause  emerging  within  the  said  town  and 
the  precincts  or  port  of  the  same  or  the  port  of  Portsmouth, 
and  which  ought  to  be  served  by  the  sheriff  of  Southampton,  if 
the  sheriff  of  the  said  town  thus  appointed  from  a  burgess  of  the 
same  town  did  not  exist,  and  our  heirs  and  successors  aforesaid 
shall  cause  them  to  be  made  and  directed.  So  that  no  other 
sheriff  of  our  realm  or  bailiff  or  officer  of  any  sheriff  of  the  same 
realm,  except  only  the  sheriffs  of  us  and  our  heirs  of  the  said 
town  and  their  bailiffs  or  officers,  shall  in  any  wise  enter  the 
same  town,  precincts  or  ports  aforesaid  to  pursue  or  execute 


the  peace,  coroners,  verderers  elected.  By  2  and  3  Edward  VI  the  court  must  never  be  adjourned 
longer  than  a  month ;  this  was  also  the  ancient  usage,  as  appears  In  the  laws  of  Edward  the  Elder, 
"prapositus  (sheriff)  ad  quartam  circiter  septimanamfrequentem  populi  conciontm  celebrato  ': 
cuique  ius  dicito :  litesque  singulas  dirimito."  In  these  ancient  times  the  county  court  was  of 
great  dignity  and  splendour,  the  bishop  and  the  ealdorman  (or  earl)  sitting  therein  to  administer 
justice.  But  its  dignity  became  much  impaired  when  the  bishop  was  prohibited,  and  the  earl  neglected, 
to  attend  it.  The  sheriff's  court  is  now  superseded  by  the  modern  county  courts. 
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If  such 
Sheriff  die 
during  his 
term  of 
office, 
another 
Sheriff  shall 
be  appointed 
to  complete 
the  year 
of  office. 


None  of  the 
King's 
officers  to 
enter  the 
town  in 
pursuit  of 
their  duties. 


The  Mayor, 
etc.,  not  to 
be  taxed 
except 
within  the 
town. 


exercendum  vel  exequendum  nee  se  aliqualiter  intromittat  in 
eisdem.  Et  in  casu  quo  huiusmodi  vicecomes  sic  electus  et 
creatus  infra  annum  decesserit  aut  pro  aliquo  delicto  vel  iniuria 
amotus  fuerit  ab  huiusmodi  officio  vel  depositus  quod  Maior 
Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predictae  et  successores  sui  infra  decem 
dies  post  huiusmodi  mortem  ammoc^em  vel  deposicionem 
aliam  personam  de  seipsis  magis  discretam  et  honestam  eligere 
et  ipsam  vicecomitem  villae  predictae  preficcre  et  creare  possint. 
Ita  quod  ipse  sic  electus,  prefectus  et  creatus  coram  Maiore, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predlctae  sacramentum  suum  prestet 
corporale  ad  omcium  vicecomitatus  villae  predictae  pro  residuo 
anni  illius  bene  et  fideliter  ut  predictum  est  regendum  et  guber- 
nandum.  Ac  quod  idem  Maior  de  nomine  huiusmodi  vicecomitis 
Baronibus  nostris  haeredum  et  successorum  nostrorum  de  tempore 
in  tempus  ut  predictum  est  certificet.  Concessimus  etiam  pro 
nobis,  haeredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis 
et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  quod  nullus  senescallus, 
marescallus  nee  clericus  mercati  hospitii  nostri  nee  aliquis 
admirallus  neque  aliquis  escaetor  nee  aliquis  alius  seu  aliqui 
alii  quicumque  officiarii  nostri,  haeredum  seu  successorum  nostro- 
rum  eorum  deputati  nee  aliquis  alius  sive  aliqui  alii  eorum 
nomiue  ingrediatur  seu  ingrediantur  predictam  villam  Suthampton 
nee  portum  eiusdem  neque  portum  de  Portesmouth  nee  precinctum 
eorundem  in  presentia  nostra,  haeredum  vel  successorum  nostrorum 
nee  in  absentia  nostra,  haeredum  vel  successorum  nostrorum  neque 
per  terram  neque  per  aquam  ad  aliquam  cess^em  sive 
inquisitlonem  ibidem  faciendam  nee  ad  aliqua  officia  sua  seu 
omcium  alicuius  eorundem  concernantia  ibidem  facienda,  exer- 
cenda  sive  exequenda  de  vel  pro  quacumque  re,  causa,  vel  materia 
ubicumque  emergente  sive  per  terram  sive  per  aquam.  Et 
ulterius  de  uberiori  gratia  nostra  concessimus  pro  nobis,  haeredibus 
et  successoribus  nostris  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis,  Burgensibus  et 
successoribus  suis  quod  nee  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi,  Burgenses  nee 
eorum  aliquis  nee  haeredes  neque  successores  sui  neque  eorum 
alicuius  nee  inhabitantes  in  villa  predicta  fiant  seu  fiat  de  cetero 
taxatores,  assessores  sive  collectores  seu  taxator  assessor  sive 
collector  alicuius  taxae,  quotae  seu  subsidii  aut  quintae  decimae 
et  decimV  sive  alterius  taxae,  impositVrts  aut  tallagii  cuius- 


i  The  ancient  method  of  rating  property  was  by  tenths,  fifteenths,  subsidies,  scutages,  and  talliagee. 
Tenths  and  fifteenths  were  temporary  aids  from  personal  property,  granted  to  the  King  by  parliament. 
They  were  the  tenth  or  fifteenth  part  of  all  moveables.  Tenths  are  said  to  have  been  first  granted 
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anything  which  pertains  or  may  pertain  to  their  office,  nor  in 
any  wise  shall  intrude  in  the  same.  And  in  case  that  such 
sheriff  thus  elected  and  created  shall  die  within  the  year,  or  for 
any  fault  or  crime  shall  be  removed  or  deposed  from  such  office, 
that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  and  their 
successors  may  elect  within  ten  days  after  such  death,  removal 
or  deposition,  another  person  of  themselves  more  discreet  and 
honest,  and  may  appoint  and  create  such  as  sheriff  of  the  said 
town.  So  that  he  thus  elected,  appointed,  and  created  shall 
take  his  corporal  oath  before  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  said  town,  well  and  faithfully,  as  is  aforesaid,  to  rule  and 
govern  the  office  of  sheriff  of  the  said  town  for  the  rest  of  that 
year.  And  that  the  same  mayor  shall  from  time  to  time,  as  is 
aforesaid,  certify  the  name  of  such  sheriff  to  the  barons  of  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors.  We  have  also  granted  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  suc- 
cessors that  no  seneschal,  marshal  or  clerk  of  the  market  of  our 
household  or  any  admiral  or  any  escheator  or  any  other  officer 
or  officers  whatsoever  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  or  their 
deputies,  or  any  other  or  others  in  their  name  shall  enter  the 
said  town  of  Southampton  or  the  port  of  the  same  or  the  port 
of  Portsmouth  or  the  precincts  of  the  same,  in  the  presence  of 
us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  in  the  absence  of  us,  our  heirs 
or  successors,  by  land  or  by  water,  to  hold  there  any  session  (?)  or 
inquest,  or  to  do,  exercise  or  execute  there  anything  concerning 
the  office  or  offices  of  any  of  the  same,  from  or  for  any  cause, 
thing  or  matter  whatsoever  wherever  arising,  whether  by  land 
or  water.  And,  further,  of  our  more  ample  grace  we  have 
granted  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs,  burgesses  and  their  successors,  that  neither  the  mayor, 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  nor  any  of  them,  neither  their  heirs  nor  suc- 
cessors, nor  any  of  them,  nor  the  inhabitants  in  the  said  town 
shall  for  the  future  be  made  rate  collectors,  assessors,  or  collectors 
of  any  tax,  quota,  or  subsidy,  or  fifteenth  and  tenth,  or  of  any 
tax,  imposition  or  talliage  whatsoever  granted  by  us,  our  heirs 


under  Henry  II,  who  took  advantage  of  the  xeal  for  crusades  to  Introduce  this  taxation  in  order  to 
defray  an  expedition  against  Saladin :  whence  it  was  denominated  the  Saladin  tenth.  Afterwards 
fifteenths  were  more  usually  granted.  Under  Edward  III  the  fifteenth  was  exacted  from  every  town 
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cumque  nobis,  haeredibus  seu  successoribus  nostris  per  communi- 
tatem   regni   nostri   Angliae   concedendorum   de   seu   in   comitatu 
Suthampton  predlct°  nee  alibi  inde  totaliter  sint  quieti  et  exonerati 
imperpetuum.      Et   quod   statim   post   exhibitVem   sive   demon 
strac^em   presentis  cartae  nos 


sive  irrotulamenti  eiusdem  in 


not§tf  ant 

prejudice 


quibuscumque  curiis  nostris,  haeredum  et  successorum  nostrorum 
iidem  Maior,  Ballivi,  Burgenses  haeredes  et  successores  sui  et 
eorum  quilibet  occasionibus  predictis  seu  aliqua  eorundem  ulterius 
minime  distringantur  seu  distringat™'  set  ab  eisdem  curiis  ea 
occasVe  quiete  dimittant111"  seu  dimittatur.  Et  quod  ipsi  de 
taxac^ibus,  assessionibus  et  collect1onibus  huiusmodi  exonerentur 
et  eorum  quilibet  exoneretur  et  processus  quicumque  in  hac 
parte  fiendus  omnino  cesset  absque  aliquo  brevi  nostro,  haeredum 
seu  successorum  nostrorum  inde  prosequendo.  Proviso  semper  quod 
Pretextu  Presentis  concessVis  n°Ve  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgen- 
sibus  villae  predlctae  quoad  alias  libertates,  franchesias,  immuni- 


^n  their  tates   et   quietantias   eis  vel   predecessoribus   suis   per  nos   vel 


former 
privileges. 


progenitores  nostros  ante  haec  tempora  concessas  vel  per  eos 
usjtatas  preiudicium  aliquod  nullatenus  genera  tur  nimio  quod 
iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses,  Haeredes  et  successores  sui 
eisdem  libertatibus,  franchesiis,  immunitatibus  et  quietantiis 


de   cetero    plene   uti    et    gaudere 


valeant 
ati 


prout 


Nor  the 


mouth. 


ipsi   et   eorum 

predecessores  eis  ante  haec  tempora  rationabiliter  uti  et  gaudere 
consueverunt.  Proviso  etiam  quod  pretextu  dictae  concessionis 
n°strae  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  sive  inhabitantibus  villae  de  Fortes- 
mouth  quoad  aliquas  libertates,  franchesias,  quietantias  sive 
immunitates  eis  ante  haec  tempora  concessas  vel  per  eos  ab 
antique  usitatas  et  approbatas  preiudicium  aliquod  non  generetur 
quoque  modo,  ac  eo  quod  expressa  mentio  de  vero  valore  annuo 
premissorum  aut  alicuius  eorum  de  aliis  donis  et  concessVibus 
eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  vel  predecessoribus  suis 
sive  nuper  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predictae  et  successoribus 
suis  per  nos  vel  progenitores  nostros  ante  haec  tempora  factis  in 
presentibus  fact18  non  existit  aut  aliquo  statute,  actu,  ordinacione, 
restriccjone  vel  mandato  ante  haec  tempora  factis  vel  alia  re, 
causa  vel  materia  quacumque  non  obstant6.  Hiis  testibus, 
venerabilibus  patribus,  J.  Archiepiscopo  Cantuarien86  totius  Angliae 


in  the  kingdom.  The  term  talliage  was  given  to  assessments  upon  cities  and  boroughs.  Such  taxes 
gradually  fell  into  disuse  upon  the  introduction  of  subsidies  about  the  time  of  Richard  II  and  Henry  IV. 
These  were  a  tax,  not  upon  property  but  upon  persons,  at  the  rate  of  4/-  in  the  pound  upon  estates  and 
2/8  for  goods ;  for  aliens  in  a  double  proportion.  Anciently  the  rule  was  never  to  grant  more  than  one 
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or  successors,  for  the  community  of  our  realm  of  England,  in  or 
for  the  county  of  Southampton  aforesaid,  nor  elsewhere,  but 
that  they  shall  be  for  ever  wholly  free  and  released.  And  that 
immediately  after  the  exhibition  or  demonstration  of  our  present 
charter  or  the  enrolment  of  the  same  in  any  court  whatsoever  of 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses, 
their  heirs  and  successors  and  any  of  them  shall  not  be  distrained 
upon  further  on  any  of  the  said  occasions,  but  shall  be  peaceably 
dismissed  by  the  same  courts  on  that  occasion.  And  that  they 
and  any  of  them  shall  be  released  from  such  taxations,  assessions 
and  collections,  and  any  process  whatsoever  herewith  arising 
shall  finally  cease  unless  there  be  any  writ  from  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors  thence  arising.  Provided  always  that  by  the 
pretext  of  our  present  grant  no  prejudice  shall  accrue  to  the 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  with  regard  to 
other  privileges,  franchises,  immunities  and  quittances  heretofore 
granted  to  them  or  their  predecessors  by  us  or  our  ancestors  or 
used  by  them,  that  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  their 
heirs  and  successors  may  fully  enjoy  and  use  for  the  future  the 
same  privileges,  franchises,  immunities  and  quittances  as  they 
and  their  predecessors  heretofore  have  been  accustomed  reason- 
ably to  enjoy  and  use  them.  Provided  also  that  under  pretext 
of  our  said  concession  no  prejudice  shall  accrue  in  any  way  to 
the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  or  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ports- 
mouth with  regard  to  any  privileges,  franchises,  quittances  or 
immunities  heretofore  granted  to  them,  or  by  them  used  and 
approved  in  times  past,  and  that  express  mention  of  the  true 
annual  value  of  the  premises  or  any  of  them,  of  other  gifts  and 
concessions  heretofore  or  at  the  present  time  granted  to  the  same 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  or  their  predecessors,  or  to  the  late 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  and  their  successors  by  us 
or  our  ancestors,  does  not  occur  either  in  any  statute,  act, 
ordinance,  restriction  or  demand  heretofore  granted  or  in  any 
other  thing,  cause  or  matter  whatsoever  notwithstanding. 
Witnessed  by  the  venerable  fathers,  John,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, primate  of  all  England,  our  Chancellor,  Marmaduke,  Bishop 


subsidy  and  two-flfteenths.  The  first  time  this  rule  was  broken  through  occurred  when  England  was 
threatened  by  the  Spanish  invasion  in  1588  ;  then  parliament  gave  Elizabeth  two  subsidies  and  four- 
tif  teenths.  The  last  subsidy  was  granted  to  Charles  I  in  1633.  Thereafter  periodical  assessments  were 
made  by  a  pound  rate  on  lands.  In  William  Ill's  reign  the  land-tax  on  its  present  basis  was  introduced. 
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Primate,  Cancellario  nostro,  M.  Karlisl,  Thesaurario  nostro  Angliae, 
W.  Sarum  et  A.  Cicestr.  Custode  privati  sigilli  nostri,  episcopls, 
carissimis  consanguineis  nostris,  Ricardo  Ebor.  et  Humfredo 
Bukingham  Ducibus  ac  carissimis  consanguineis  nostris,  Edmundo 
Dorset  et  Williamo  Suff01Y  Marchionibus  et  etiam  carissimis 
consanguineis  nostris,  Ricardo  Sarum  et  Henrico  Northumberland 
Comitibus  necnon  dilectis  et  fidelibus  nostris,  Rad"lfo  Botiller, 
senescallo  hospitii  n°8tri  et  Jacobo  Fenys  Camerario  hospitii 
nostri  Militibus,  et  aliis.  Datum  per  manum  nostram  apud  West- 
monasterium,  nono  die  Martii,  Anno  regni  n°9tri  vicessimo 
quinto. 


i  William  de  la  Pole  was  the  real  ruler  of  England  In  1447.  It  was  he  who  arranged  the  marriage 
between  Henry  YI  and  Margaret  of  Anjou.  This  took  place  in  1445,  and  Anjou  was  given  to  France. 
De  la  Pole  was  the  great-grandson  of  a  rich  merchant  of  Hull,  who  gained  the  first  step  in  rank  by 
lending  money  to  Richard  II.  The  discredit  of  the  loss  of  Normandy  in  1449  was  also  imputed  to  him, 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON.  8l 

of  Carlisle,  our  Treasurer  of  England,  William,  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury, and  Adam,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  keeper  of  our  private  seal, 
our  beloved  cousins,  Richard,  Duke  of  York,  and  Humphrey,  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  our  beloved  cousins,  Edmund,  Marquis  of  Dorset, 
and  William,  Marquis  of  Suffolk,  and  also  our  beloved  cousins, 
Richard,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  Henry,  Earl  of  Northumberland, 
also  our  beloved  and  faithful  subjects,  Sir  Ralph  Botiller,  the 
seneschal  of  our  household,  and  Sir  Jacob  Fenys,  the  Chamber- 
lain of  our  household,  and  others.  Given  under  our  hand  at 
Westminster,  on  the  gth  day  of  March,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year 
of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1447.] 


and  thereby  he  gained  the  name  "  jackanape,"  a  word  coined  for  him.    The  rhyme  went : 
"  This  is  the  ape  with  his  clog 

What  has  tied  Talbot  our  good  dog." 

The  barons  and  people  were  furious,  so  to  appease  them  Suffolk  was  banished ;  but  hit  enemies  inter- 
cepted him  and  beheaded  him  on  the  high  seas. 
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XII. 
30    HENRY    VI,    1452. 


Recites  to 
the  same 
effect  as 
in  the 
preambles 
of  Charters 
23  and  23 
Henry  YI. 


HENRICUS  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae,  et  D°mlnus 
Hiberniae,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Ducibus, 
Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  Prepositis, 
Ministris  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem.  Sciatis 
quod  nos  non  solum  occulo  mentis  nostrae  reducentes  custus  et 
expensas  quos  fideles  ligei  et  subditi  nostri  inhabitantes  villae 
nostrae  Suthampton  quae  prope  costeram  maris  situata  existit  in 
et  circa  fortificacionem  ipsius  villae  ac  pro  defenc^e  eiusdem  et 
patriae  adiacentis  contra  inimicos  et  adversaries  nostros  qui 
villam  et  patriam  illas  viribus  quibus  potuerunt  invaserunt  et 
de  tempore  in  tempus  invadere  non  desistunt  defendendo  et  ipsis 
inimicis  resistendo  sustinuerunt,  necnon  multiplicia  grandia  et 
intollerabilia  mala,  les^es,  dampna,  iniurias  et  gravamina  quae 
tarn  Burgensibus  et  mercatoribus  villae  predlctae  quam  mercatoribus 
alienigenis  et  extraneis  ad  eandem  villam  confluentibus  pcr 
subdolas  vias  et  perquisitos  colores  quorumdam  officiariorum 
nostrorum  officia  sua  infra  villam  predictam  et  procinctum  eiusdem 
minus  iuste  exercentium  creberrime  illata  fuerunt  eatenus  qnod 
cum  propter  importabilia  onera  quae  ex  premissis  evenerunt  et 
de  verissimili  in  futurum  eventura  forent  nisi  et  quoatenus  de 
congruo  remedio  per  nos  provideretlir  in  hac  parte  turn  propter 
grandem  et  onerosam  soluc^em  feodi  firmae  villae  illius  nobis 
et  haeredibus  nostris  annuatim  solvendam  per  quam  inhabitantes 
predlcti  adeo  depauperent111',  quod  absque  gratia  nostra  speciali  eis  in 
hac  parte  exhibita  q"am  plures  eorundem  a  dicta  villa  recedere 
eamque  penitus  relinquere  desolatam  quod  absit  necessario 
oportebit  ut  accepimus,  cumque  etiam  Maior  et  Ballivi  in  villa 
predicta  continue  a  tempore  quo  non  existit  memoria  extiterint 
qui  diversas  libertates,  franchesias,  quietantias  et  immunitates 
ex  concessionibus  inclitorum  progenitorum  nostrorum  quondam 
regum  Angliae  pro  sana  et  condecenti  gubernac'o1^  eiusdem  villae 
habuerunt  et  optinuerunt.  Volentes  igiter  munificentiam  nostram 
regiam  eisdem  Burgensibus  in  hac  parte  gratiosius  exhibpre  de 
gratia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  mero  motu  et  certa  scientia  nostris 


The  town 
to  be 

incorporate 
of  one 
Mayor,  etc. 


[Here  follows  a  long  extract  from  Charter  X, 
23  Henry  VI,  see  p.  54.} 

respondere  et  responded. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors, 
dukes,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sheriffs,  reeves,  officers,  and  all  his 
bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting.  Know  ye  that  we,  not 
only  reflecting  upon  the  cost  and  expense  which  our  faithful 
lieges  and  subjects,  inhabitants  of  our  town  of  Southampton, 
which  happens  to  be  situated  near  the  sea  coast,  have  borne  for 
and  about  the  fortification  of  the  same  town,  and  for  the  defence 
of  the  same  and  the  adjacent  country  against  our  enemies  and 
adversaries  who  have  invaded,  and  do  from  time  to  time  not 
cease  to  invade,  the  town  and  country  with  all  the  forces  they 
are  able,  by  defending  it  and  resisting  the  same  enemies,  also  the 
manifold  great  and  intolerable  ills,  hurts,  losses,  injuries  and 
hardships  which  very  frequently  have  been  wrought  both  upon 
the  burgesses  and  merchants  of  the  said  town  and  upon  the 
merchants,  foreigners  and  strangers  gathering  to  the  same  town, 
by  the  crafty  ways  and  artful  guise  of  certain  of  our  officers  who 
unjustly  exercise  their  office  within  the  said  town  and  the 
precincts  of  the  same  to  such  an  extent  that  not  only  on  account 
of  the  insupportable  burdens  which  according  to  the  premises 
have  happened  and  probably  will  happen  in  the  future,  unless 
herewith  a  suitable  remedy  be  provided  by  us,  but  also  on 
account  of  the  great  and  burdensome  payment  of  the  fee  farm 
of  that  town  annually  due  to  us  and  our  heirs,  owing  to  which 
the  said  inhabitants  are  so  impoverished  that  but  for  our  special 
grace  herewith  shewn  to  them  many  of  the  same,  as  we  have 
heard,  will  of  necessity  be  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  said 
town  and  leave  it  quite  desolate,  which  may  God  forbid,  and 
since  also  a  mayor  and  bailiffs  have  been  in  the  said  town 
continually  from  time  without  memory,  who  have  held  and 
obtained  divers  liberties,  franchises,  quittances  and  immunities 
from  the  concessions  of  our  renowned  ancestors,  formerly  kings 
of  England,  for  the  healthy  and  seemly  governance  of  the  same 
town ;  we,  therefore,  being  willing  to  exhibit  herewith  more 
graciously  our  royal  munificence  to  the  same  burgesses,  of  our 
special  grace  and  mere  motion  and  certain  knowledge  have 
granted,  etc. 

[Here  follows  the  grant  of  incorporation  taken  verbatim 
from  Charter  X,  23  Henry  VI,  see  p.  55.] 

to  answer  and  to  be  answered. 
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Concessimus  etiam  et  licentiam  dedimus  pro  nobis  Haeredibus 
et  successoribus  nostris  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis,  et  Burgensibus  et 
successoribus  suis  quod  electio  eorundem  Maioris  et  Ballivorum 
et  successorum  suorum  singulis  annis  fiat  sub  hac  forma,  videlicet 
quod   Burgenses   vil]ae   predictae   pro   tempore   existentes  quolibet 
anno   videllcet   die   Veneris  proxim°    ante    festum    sancti    Mathei 
Apostoli  in  aliquo  loco  certo  infra  villam  predictam  sibi  magis 
placabili  convenire  et  quendam  Burgensem  de  seipsis  idoneum 
et  discretum  in  Maiorem  villae  illius  et  duos  alios  Burgenses  de 
seipsis  in  Ballivos  eiusdem  villae  pro  uno  anno  integro  ad  officia 
ilia  in  eadem  villa  ac  suburbiis  et  procinctu  predictis  pro  sana  et 
salubri  gubernac1one  eiusdem  villae  separatim  gerenda,  occupanda 
et  exercenda  eligere  possint  et  ipsos  in  Maiorem  et  Ballivos  villae 
predlctae  perficere  et  creare,  et  si  huiusmodi  Maior  et  Ballivi  aut 
eorum   aliquis  infra  annum  post  huiusmodi  elecc^em   factam 
decesserint  vel  decesserit  aut  pro  minus  sana  gubernac'o1^  villae 
predlctae   aut   pro  aliquo  delicto  vel   alia  causa   quacumque  ab 
officio  Maioratus  seu  Ballivorum  villae  predlctae  per  nos  vel  nostram 
auctoritatem  depositi  vel  amoti  fuerint  aut  depositus  vel  amotus 
fuit  ad  tune  Burgenses  villae  predlctae  alium  Burgensem  idoneum 
et  discretum  in  Maiorem  villae  predictae  loco  huiusmodi  Maioris 
taliter  decedentis  depositi  vel  amoti  ac  duos  Burgenses  seu  alium 
Burgensem  in  Ballivos  sive  in  alterum  Ballivorum  eiusdem  villae 
locis   sive  loco  huiusmodi  Ballivorum   sive   huiusmodi  Ballivi 
taliter   decedentium   vel   decedentis,  depositorum  sive  depositi, 
amotorum  sive  amoti,  pro  residuo  anni  illius  ad  eandem  villam 
regendam    et    gubernandam   infra   quindecim    dies   proximos   post 
huiusmodi  decessum,  deposic^em  sive  amocipnem  eligere  possint 
perficere  et  creare,  ita  semper  quod  tarn  quilibet  huiusmodi  Maior 
quam  quilibet  huiusmodi  Ballivus  villae  predictae  pro  anno  integro 
seu  aliqua  parte  anni  ut  permittitur  eligendus  sacramentum  prestet 
corporale  coram  Burgensibus  villae  predictae  de  ofncio  ad  qnod 
taliter   fuerit   electus   bene    et   fideliter   faciend0.       Concessimus 
insuper   de  uberiori   gratia  nostra  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  n°8tris 
eisdem  Burgensibus  quod  quilibet  Burgensis  villae  predietae  qui 
imposterum   in  Maiorem   villae   illius   eligetur  et  Maior  ibidem 
existet  eo  facto  et  quam  citius  in  Maiorem  villae  illius  sic  electus 
et  prefectus  fuerit  sit  extunc  Escaetor  nostri,  haeredum  et  suc- 
cessorum  nostrorum  in    villa,   suburbiis   et  procinctu   predictis  et 
aliis  locis  eisdem  pertinentibus   durante   tempore  quo  ofncium 
Maioratus  villae  predlctae  occupabit,  et  quod  idem  Maior  et  suc- 
cessores  sui  habeant  in  villa,  suburbiis,  procinctu  et  locis  predictis 
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We  have  also  granted  and  have  given  permission  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
and  their  successors  that  the  election  of  the  same  mayor  and 
bailiffs  and  their  successors  shall  be  made  every  year  in  the 
following  manner,  namely,  that  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town 
for  the  time  existing  in  every  year,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  Friday 
next  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  in  some  certain 
place  within  the  said  town  preferable  to  them  shall  meet  and 
elect  a  certain  burgess  from  their  body,  fit  and  discreet,  as  mayor 
of  that  town,  and  two  other  burgesses  of  their  body  as  bailiffs  of 
the  same  town,  for  one  whole  year,  for  severally  bearing,  occupy- 
ing and  exercising  those  offices  in  the  same  town  and  suburbs 
and  precincts  aforesaid  for  the  healthy  and  wise  government  of 
the  same  town,  and  may  appoint  and  create  the  same  as  mayor 
and  bailiffs  of  the  said  town,  and  if  such  mayor  and  bailiffs  or 
any  of  them  within  the  year  after  such  election  has  been  made 
shall  die,  or  for  unwise  government  of  the  said  town  or  for  any 
fault  or  any  other  cause  whatsoever  shall  be  deposed  or  removed 
from  the  office  of  mayor  or  bailiff  of  the  said  town  by  us  or 
our  authority,  then  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town  may  elect, 
appoint  and  create  another  fit  and  discreet  burgess  as  mayor  of 
the  said  town  in  place  of  such  mayor  otherwise  deceased,  deposed 
or  removed,  and  two  burgesses  or  another  burgess  as  bailiffs  or 
as  one  of  the  bailiffs  of  the  same  town  in  room  of  such  bailiffs 
or  bailiff  so  deceased,  deposed  or  removed,  for  the  residue  of  that 
year  to  rule  and  govern  the  same  town,  within  the  fifteen  days 
next  after  such  decease,  deposition  or  removal ;  provided  always 
that  both  any  such  mayor  and  any  such  bailiff  of  the  said  town 
chosen,  for  the  whole  year  or  any  part  of  the  year,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  take  his  corporal  oath  before  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town 
to  carry  out  the  office  to  which  he  has  been  thus  well  and  faith- 
fully elected.  We  have  granted,  moreover,  of  our  bounteous 
grace  for  us  and  our  heirs  to  the  same  burgesses  that  any  burgess 
of  the  said  town  who  for  the  future  shall  be  elected  mayor  of 
that  town  and  eo  facto  shall  be  mayor  in  the  same,  and  as  soon 
as  he  shall  have  been  so  elected  and  appointed  mayor  of  that 
town,  shall  be  the  escheator  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  in 
the  town,  suburbs  and  precincts  aforesaid,  and  in  other  places 
pertaining  to  the  same  during  the  time  in  which  he  shall  fill  the 
office  of  mayor  of  the  said  town,  and  that  the  same  mayor  and 
his  successors  shall  have  in  the  town,  suburbs,  precincts  and 
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potestatem,  iurisdicc^em,  auctoritatem  et  libertatem  ac  omnia  et 
singula  ad  officium  escaetoris  pertinentia  prout  ceteri  escaetores 
nostri  et  haeredum  nostrorum  alibi  infra  regnum  nostrum  Angliae 
habent,  ita  quod  nullo  tempore  futuro  aliquis  escaetor  nisi  Maior 
villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existens  villam,  suburbia,  procinctum 
seu  loca  predlcta  ad  aliquod  quod  ad  officium  escaetoris  in  eadem 
villa  pertinet  faciend™  seu  exequendum  ingrediatur  nee  se  de 
aliquo  in  eisdem  villa,  suburbiis,  procinctu  et  locis  colore  officii 
sui  intromittat  quoquomodo,  et  quod  quilibet  huiusmodi 
Burgensis  in  Maiorem  villae  predictae  imposterum  eligendus  post 
huiusmodi  eleccionem  de  se  factam  sacramentum  suum  de  officio 
escaetoris  riostri  villae  predictae  bene  et  fideliter  faciend0  prestet 
infra  villam  predictam  coram  Burgensibus  villae  predictae,  ita  quod 
huiusmodi  Maior  ut  Escaetor  villae  predictae  ad  prestandum  huius- 
modi sacramentum  alibi  quam  infra  villam  predictam  seu  coram 
aliis  qliam  coram  Burgensibus  villae  illius  nullo  modo  teneatur 
neque  compellatur.  Et  insuper  pro  maiori  aisiamento  et  quiete 
tarn  Burgensium,  mercatorum  et  inhabitantium  villae  predictae 
quam  aliorum  mercatorum  extraneorum  ad  eandem  villam  cum 
carracis,  galeis,  navibus  et  vasis  suis  courluentium  quam  per  vice- 
comites  comitat118  Suthampton  et  eorum  Ballivos  et  ministros 
multipliciter  per  antea  inquietati  extiterunt  et  adhuc  existunt 
quominus  ipsi  negotiacWbus  suis  intendere  valeant,  concessimus 
et  per  presentes  concedimus  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
et  successoribus  suis  qll°d  villa  nostra  predicta  cum  suburbiis, 
procinctu  et  locis  predlctis  sit  unus  integer  comitatus1  corpora tus 
in  re  et  nomine  ac  distinctus  et  penitus  separatus  a  comitatu 
Suthampton  imperpetuum,  et  quod  idem  comitatus  villae  Suthampton 
sic  corporatus,  distinctus  et  separatus  a  comitatu  Suthampton 
comitatus  noster  villae  Suthampton  pro  perpetuo  nominetur,  nun- 
cupetur  et  appellet111'.  Et  quod  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  predicti 
et  successores  sui  habeant  in  eadem  villa  unum  vicecomitem  in 
forma  subscripta  eligendnm,  videlicet,  quod  Burgenses  eiusdem 
villae  et  successores  sui  quolibet  anno,  videlicet  dicto  die  Veneris 
in  loco  supradicto  unum  de  comburgensibus  suis  discretum, 
habilem  et  idoneum  in  vicecomitem  eiusdem  villae  eligere  valeant, 
et  ipsum  in  vicecomitem  eiusdem  villae  perficere  et  creare,  et  quod 


i  The  County  of  Southampton,  i.e .,  Hampshire,  included  Portsmouth,  as  is  seen  from  the  preceding 
charter.  Probably  the  busines»  of  the  county  court  did  not  proceed  any  more  smoothly  than  it  had 
before  the  new  county  was  formed  in  1447-8.  Whatever  the  cause,  we  have  now,  within  five  years  of 
the  preceding  grant,  a  county  formed  within  a  county,  and  a  new  sheriff  (and,  of  course,  a  new  sheriff's 
court)  within  the  town  itself. 
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places  aforesaid,  the  power,  jurisdiction,  authority  and  liberty, 
and  all  and  everything  pertaining  to  the  office  of  escheator,  as 
other  escheators  of  us  and  our  heirs  elsewhere  within  our  realm 
of  England  have,  so  that  at  no  future  time  shall  any  escheator, 
except  the  mayor  of  the  said  town  for  the  time  existing,  enter 
the  town,  suburbs,  precincts  or  places  aforesaid  to  do  or  execute 
anything  which  belongs  to  the  office  of  escheator  in  the  same 
town,  nor  shall  intervene  in  any  matter  in  the  same  town, 
suburbs,  precincts  and  places  under  colour  of  his  office  in  any 
way,  and  that  any  such  burgess  for  the  future  chosen  mayor  of 
the  said  town,  after  such  election  made  of  himself  shall  take  his 
oath  to  perform  well  and  faithfully  the  office  of  our  escheator  of 
the  said  town  within  the  said  town,  before  the  burgesses  of  the 
said  town,  so  that  such  mayor  shall  in  no  wise  be  bound  or 
compelled  to  take  such  oath  as  escheator  of  the  said  town  else- 
where than  within  the  said  town  or  before  any  others  than  the 
burgesses  of  that  town.  And,  moreover,  for  the  greater  ease  and 
security  both  of  the  burgesses,  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town,  and  of  other  foreign  merchants  coming  to  the  same 
town  with  their  carricks,  galleys,  ships,  and  vessels,  since  hereto- 
fore they  have  appeared  to  be  harassed  in  many  ways  and  still 
are  harassed  by  the  sheriffs  of  the  county  of  Southampton  and 
their  bailiffs  and  servants,  so  that  they  cannot  attend  to  their 
business,  we  have  granted  and  by  these  presents  do  grant  to  the 
said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  that  our 
town  aforesaid  with  the  said  suburbs,  precincts  and  places  be 
one  whole  county  incorporate  in  word  and  deed,  and  distinct 
and  thoroughly  separate  from  the  county  of  Southampton  for 
ever,  and  that  the  same  county  of  the  town  of  Southampton  thus 
incorporate,  distinct,  and  separate  from  the  county  of  South- 
ampton shall  be  for  ever  named,  designated  and  called  our 
county  of  the  town  of  Southampton.  And  that  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  aforesaid  and  their  successors  shall  have 
in  the  same  town  a  sheriff,  elected  in  the  following  manner, 
namely,  that  the  burgesses  of  the  same  town  and  their  successors 
every  year,  namely,  on  the  said  Friday  in  the  place  afore- 
mentioned, shall  have  power  to  elect  one  of  their  fellow  burgesses, 
a  discreet,  able  and  fit  person,  as  sheriff  of  the  same  town,  and  to 
appoint  and  create  him  sheriff  of  the  same  town,  and  that  any 
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quilibet  Burgensis  villae  predictae  in  vicecomitem  villae  illius  in 
forma  predicta  electus,  prefectus  et  creatus  coram  Burgensibus 
ibidem  pro  tempore  existentlbus  sacramentum  corporale  debito 
modo  prestet  ad  officium  vicecomitatus  ibidem  debite  et  fideliter 
faciendum,  exercendum  et  exequendum  a  tempore  quo  sic  electus 
et  prefectus  fuerit  quousque  alius  vicecomes  in  forma  predicta 
eligatur  et  preficiatur,  et  quod  huiusmodi  vicecomes  sic  electus 
prefectus'et  creatus  ad  prestandum  sacramentum  suum  alibi  quam 
infra  villam  predictam  vel  coram  alio  seu  aliis  quam  coram  Bur- 
gensibus villae  predictae  qui  pro  tempore  fuerint  nullo  modo 
teneatur  neque  compellatur ;  et  quod  Maior  dictae  villae  pro  tempore 
existens  Barones  nostros  et  haeredum  nostrorum  de  sc^c^io  de 
nomine  huiusmodi  vicecomitis  sic  electi,  prefecti,  creati  et  iurati 
per  iitteras  patentes  sigiHo  officii  Maioratus  sigillandas  annuatim 
certificet,  quodque  vicecomes  huiusmodi  clim  sic  electus,  prefectus, 
creatus  et  iuratus  fuerit  et  successores  sui  postquam  iurati 
fuerint  comitatus  nostros  villae  predictae  infra  villam  predictam  de 
mense  in  mensem  per  diem  lunae  annuatim  teneat  et  teneant  et 
ea  o^ia  et  singula  quae  aliquis  vicecomitum  Comitatuum  regni  nostri 
Angliae  in  comltatu  suo  facere  poterit  aut  deberet  quovis  modo  in 
comitatu  suo  infra  villam  predictam  faciat,  exerceat  et  exequatur 
toties  quoties  sibi  videbitur  expediens  et  necesse,  et  quod  nos, 
haeredes  et  successores  nostri  omnia  et  singula  brevia,  billas, 
precepta,  et  mandata  nostra,  haeredum  et  successorum  nostrorum 
quae  ex  quacumque  causa  seu  quibuscumque  causis  infra  villam, 
suburbia,  procinctum  et  loca  predlcta  emergentibus  erunt  dirigendis 
sive  exequend19  et  quae  per  vicecomitem  comitatns  Suthampton 
serviri  deberent  si  vicecomes  dlctae  villae  de  uno  Burgense 
eiusdem  villae  sic  factus  non  existeret  vicecomitem  villae  Suth- 
ampton pro  tempore  existent6"1  fieri  et  dirigi  faciemus  et  haeredes 
et  successores  nostri  predicti  fieri  et  dirigi  facient.  Ita  quod  nullus 
alius  vicecomes  regni  nostri  Angliae  aut  Ballivus  seu  serviens 
alicuius  vicecomitis  eiusdem  regni  nostri  nisi  solummodo  vice- 
comites  nostri  et  haeredum  nostrorum  villae  predictae  et  eorum 
Ballivi  vel  servientes  eandem  villam,  suburbia,  precinctum  aut 
loca  predicta  aliqualiter  ingrediatur  ad  quicquam  quod  ad  ofHcia 
sua  pertinet  seu  pertinere  poterit  quovis  modo  exercendum  vel 
exequendum  nee  se  aliqualiter  intromittat  in  eisdem.  Et  in  casu 
quo  huiusmodi  vicecomes  sic  electus  et  creatus  infra  annum 
decesserit  aut  pro  aliquo  delicto  vel  iniuria  per  nos  et  auctoritate 
nostra  amotus  fuerit  ab  huiusmodi  officio  vel  depositus  quod 
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burgess  of  the  said  town  elected,  appointed  and  created  sheriff 
of  that  town  in  the  form  aforesaid  shall  duly  take  his  corporal 
oath  before  the  burgesses  there  for  the  time  being,  to  duly  and 
faithfully  do,  exercise  and  execute  his  office  of  sheriff  in  that 
place  from  the  time  when  he  has  been  thus  elected  and 
appointed  until  another  sheriff  shall  be  elected  and  appointed 
in  the  form  aforesaid,  and  that  such  sheriff  thus  elected,  appointed 
and  created  shall  in  no  wise  be  bound  or  compelled  to  take  his 
oath  elsewhere  than  within  the  said  town  or  before  any  other 
or  others  than  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town  who  for  the  time 
shall  be  ;  and  that  the  mayor  of  the  said  town  for  the  time  being 
shall  every  year  certify  the  barons  of  us  and  our  heirs  of  the 
exchequer  of  the  name  of  such  sheriff  thus  elected,  appointed, 
created  and  sworn  by  letters  patent  to  be  sealed  with  the  seal 
of  the  office  of  mayor,  and  that  such  sheriff,  when  he  has  been 
thus  elected,  appointed  and  created  and  sworn,  and  his  suc- 
cessors, after  they  have  been  sworn,  shall  hold  our  county  courts 
of  the  said  town  within  the  said  town  from  month  to  month  on 
Monday  throughout  the  year,  and  all  and  every  thing  which  any 
of  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties  of  our  realm  of  England  can  or 
ought  to  do  in  his  county,  likewise  he  shall  do,  exercise  and 
execute  in  his  county  within  the  said  town  as  often  as  it  shall 
seem  expedient  and  necessary  to  him,  and  that  we,  our  heirs  and 
successors  shall  cause  to  be  done  and  directed  all  and  every 
writ,  bill,  precept  and  mandate  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors 
which  shall  be  from  any  cause  or  causes  whatsoever  emerging, 
directed  or  executed  within  the  said  town,  suburbs,  precincts  and 
places,  and  which  ought  to  be  served  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Southampton,  if  the  sheriff  of  the  said  town  thus  made  from 
a  burgess  of  the  same  town  should  not  exist  as  sheriff  of  the 
town  of  Southampton  for  the  time  existing,  and  our  heirs  and 
successors  aforesaid  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  done  and  directed. 
So  that  no  other  sheriff  of  our  realm  of  England  or  the  bailiff  or 
servant  of  any  sheriff  of  our  same  realm,  except  only  the  sheriffs 
of  us  and  our  heirs  of  the  said  town  and  their  bailiffs  or  servants, 
shall  in  any  wise  enter  the  same  town,  suburbs,  precincts  and 
places  aforesaid  to  exercise  or  execute  in  any  way  anything 
which  belongs  or  may  belong  to  their  offices,  nor  shall  they  in 
any  wise  interfere  in  the  same.  And  in  case  that  such  sheriff 
thus  elected  and  created  shall  die  within  the  year,  or  for  any 
fault  or  wrong  shall  be  removed  or  deposed  by  us  and  our 
authority  from  such  office,  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
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There  be  a 
Staple,  and 
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Mayor,  etc. 
shall 
appoint 
Brokers,  etc. 


The  Mayor 
to  be  Clerk 
of  the 
Market. 


Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predictae  et  successores  sui 
infra  decem  dies  post  huiusmodi  mortem,  amocionem  vel 
deposic^em  alium  Burgensem  de  se  ipsis  magis  discretum  et 
honestum  eligere  et  ipsum  in  vicecomitem  villae  predictae  perficere 
creareque  possint.  Ita  quod  ipse  sic  electus  prefectus  et  creatus 
coram  Maiore,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predictae  sacramentum 
suum  prestet  corporale  ad  officium  vicecomitatus  villae  predictae 
pro  residue  anni  illius  bene  et  fideliter  ut  predictum  est  regendum 
et  gubernandum.  Ac  quod  idem  Maior  de  nomine  huiusmodi 
vicecomitis  Baronibus  nostris  haeredum  et  successorum  nostrum 
de  tempore  in  tempus  ut  predictum  est  certificet.  Concessimus 
etiam  de  gratia  nostra  speciali 

[Here  follows  the  account  of  the  Mayor  of  the  Staple  from 

23  Henry  VI,  except  that  "  Burgensis  "  is  substituted 

for  " persona"  see  p.  62.] 

pertinent  facienda,  pretextu  presentis  cartae  nostrae  duntaxat  et 
absque  aliqua  alia  prosecucione  penes  nos,  heredes  seu  suc- 
cessores nostros  vel  alium  quemcumque  inde  faciend8,  et  si 
huiusmodi  Maior 

[Here  follows  another  extract  from  23  Henry  VI,  see  p.  64.] 

eligendus  sacramentum  suum  de  officio  bene  et  fidelit61'  faciend0 
prestet  coram  Burgensibus  eiusdem  villae  quilibet  huiusmodi 
Constabularius  eiusdem  stapulae  infra  villam  illam  sacramentum 
suum  de  officio  illo  bene  et  fideliter  faciend0  similit61'  prestet  coram 
eisdem  Burgensibus  sic  qnod  nee  huiusmodi  Maior  stapulae  villae 
predictae  nee  aliquis  huiusmodi  Constabularius 

[See  23  Henry  VI,  p.  64.] 
seu  compellatur.     Concessimus  etiam 

[See  23  Henry  VI,  p.  64,  except  that  "  loca  "  becomes  "  portus."] 

facere  consueverunt.     Concessimus  etiam 

[See  23  Henry  VI,  p.  64,  except  that  "  loca  "  is  added 
after  "  precinctus"] 

contingentibus  tarn  in  presentia  nostra,  haeredum  et  successorum 
nostrorum  qliam  in  absentia  nostra,  haeredum  et  successorum 
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of  the  said  town  and  their  successors  within  ten  days  after  the 
death,  removal  or  deposition  of  such  sheriff  may  elect  another 
burgess  of  themselves,  a  discreet  and  honest  man,  and  may 
appoint  and  create  the  same  as  sheriff  of  the  said  town.  So  that 
he  thus  elected,  appointed  and  created  shall  take  his  corporal 
oath  before  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  to 
rule  and  govern  well  and  faithfully,  as  aforesaid,  the  office  of 
sheriff  of  the  said  town  for  the  rest  of  that  year.  And  that  the 
same  mayor  shall  certify  concerning  the  name  of  such  sheriff  to 
the  barons  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  from  time  to  time  as 
aforesaid.  We  have  also  granted  of  our  special  grace 


[Here  follows  the  grant  of  a  Mayor  of  the  Staple,  see  p.  63.] 


to  be  done  under  pretext  of  this  our  present  charter  and  without 
any  other  prosecution  thence  made  through  us,  our  heirs  or 
successors  or  anyone  else,  and  if  such  mayor 

[Here  follows  another  extract  from  23  Henry  VI,  see  p.  65.] 

chosen  shall  take  his  oath  to  do  his  office  well  and  faithfully, 
before  the  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  any  such  constable  of  the 
same  staple  within  that  town  shall  likewise  take  his  oath  to  do 
that  office  well  and  faithfully,  before  the  same  burgesses,  so  that 
neither  such  mayor  of  the  staple  of  the  said  town  nor  any  such 
constable 

[See  23  Henry  VI,  p.  65.] 

or  compelled.     We  also  have  granted 

[See  23  Henry  VI,  p.  65.] 
have  been  accustomed  to  do.     We  have  also  granted 

[See  23  Henry  VI,  p.  65.] 

as  well  in  the  presence  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  in  the 
absence  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  together  with  the  issues, 
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nostrorum    unacum    exitibus,    finibus,    et    redempcionibus    inde 
provenientibus    ad   opus   et   proficuum   ipsorum    Burgensium   et 
successorum  suorum  levandum  et  capiendum  imperpetuum,  ita  quod 
nullo    tempore    fucur0   aliquis    clericus    mercati   hospitii   nostri, 
haeredum   et   successorum   nostrorum   nisi    Maior  villae   predictae 
pro    tempore    existens    villam,    suburbia,    precinctum    seu   loca 
predlcta  ad  aliquod  quod  ad  officium  clerici  mercati  in  eadem 
villa   pertinet   faciendum   seu   exequendum   ingrediatur  nee   se  de 
aliquo  in  eisdem  villa,  suburbiis,  precinctu  et  locis  predictis  colore 
The  Mayor     officii   sui   intromittat  quoque  modo.     Concessimus  insuper  de 
theyofflce  of6  amPliori  g^3-  n°stra  Pr°  nobis,  haeredibus  et  successoribus  nostris 
Steward  and  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  ac 
th^Ring'f    inhabitantibus  et  residentibus  infra  prcdictam  villam  Suthampton 
H°usehoid     pr°  Maiori  tranquillitate,  quiete,  utilitate  et  incremento  villae 
of  England    predictae   suburbiorum,   procinctus    et    locorum    predictorum    quod 
Maior  villae  predictae  et  successores  sui  ea  omnia  et  singula  quae 
ad  officia  senescalli  et  marescalli  hospitii  nostri   et  admiralli 1 
Angliae  ac  ad  officium  cuiuslibet  eorum  pertinent  seu  pertinere 
poterint  quoquo  modo  infra  villam,  suburbia,  procinctum  et  loca 
predicta  facere  exercere  et  exequi  possint  ac  ea  facere  exerceant  et 
exequantur    absque    con  trad  icc^e     nostri,    haeredum    seu    suc- 
cessorum nostrorum  quorumcumque  adeo  libere,  quiete  et  integre, 
sicut    aliquis    senescallus    seu    marescallus    hospitii    nostri   seu 
admirallus  Angliae  officia  sua  seu  eorum  aliquod  ac  omnia  et 
singula  ad  officia  ilia  et  eorum  quodlibet  pertinentia  unquam 
pertinet,  facit,  exercuit,  et  executus   fuerit  quoquo   modo.     Et 
The  Mayor,    quod  prefati  Maior,  vicecomes,  Ballivi,  Burgenses,  inhabitantes  et 
notobe^an   residentes  et  successores  sui  seu  eorum  aliquis  ad  admittendnm 
preceptsof    seu    obediendum    aliquibus    preceptis    sive    rnandatis    admiralli 
of  England,   Angliae  vel  senescalli  et  marescalli  hospitii  nostri,  haeredum  vel 
etc>  successorum  nostrorum  aut  aliquorum  locotenentium  vel  deputa- 

torum  suorum  seu  alicuius  locotenentis  seu  deputati  alicuius 
Nor  shall  eorundem  minime  teneantur  seu  teneatur.  Sed  inde  sint  quieti 
etey enter*1' et  exonerati  imperpetuum.  Ita  quod  nullus  admirallus  Angliae 
the  town  nee  senescallus  aut  marescall118  hospitii  nostri,  haeredum  seu 
Session.*117  successorum  nostrorum  nee  eorum  deputati  nee  aliquis  alius  nee 
aliqui  alii  eorum  noxiae  ingrediatur  seu  ingrediantur  villam, 


i  Apparently  during  the  Norman  period  the  King,  in  addition  to  being  general  in  chief,  was  also 
admiral  of  the  fleet.  In  Edward  I's  reign  the  officers  of  the  Cinque  Ports  seem  to  have  exercised  the 
chief  administrative  power,  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  unite  the  defence  of  the  coast.  The  same 
King  in  1294,  when  threatened  by  Wales,  Scotland  and  France,  instituted  a  permanent  staff  of  naval 
officials.  For  manning  his  fleet  he  issued  orders  to  the  sheriff  to  collect  the  outlaws  with  promise  of 
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fines  and  redemptions  thence  arising,  to  lighten  and  take  the 
work  and  profit  of  the  same  burgesses  and  their  successors  for 
ever,  so  that  at  no  future  time  shall  any  clerk  of  the  market  of 
the  household  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  except  the  mayor 
of  the  said  town  for  the  time  existing,  enter  the  town,  suburbs, 
precincts  or  places  aforesaid  to  do  or  execute  anything  which 
pertains  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  market  in  the  same  town,  nor 
shall  in  any  way  interfere  in  anything  in  the  same  town,  suburbs, 
precincts  and  places  aforesaid  by  colour  of  his  office.  We  have 
granted,  moreover,  of  our  more  bounteous  grace  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and 
their  successors,  and  to  those  inhabiting  and  residing  within  the 
said  town  of  Southampton,  for  the  greater  tranquility,  quiet, 
advantage  and  increase  of  the  said  town,  suburbs,  precincts  and 
places  aforesaid,  that  the  mayor  of  the  said  town  and  his 
successors  may  and  shall  do,  exercise  and  pursue  all  and  every- 
thing which  pertains  or  may  pertain  to  the  offices  of  seneschal 
and  marshal  of  our  household  and  admiral  of  England  and  to 
the  office  of  any  of  them,  in  any  way,  within  the  town,  suburbs, 
precincts  and  places  aforesaid,  without  contradiction  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors  soever,  as  freely,  peaceably  and  wholly  as 
any  seneschal  or  marshal  of  our  household  or  admiral  of  England 
does,  exercises  or  shall  have  executed  in  any  way  his  offices  or 
any  of  them,  and  all  and  everything  that  pertains  to  those  offices 
or  any  of  them.  And  that  the  said  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs, 
burgesses,  inhabitants  and  residents,  and  their  successors  or  any 
of  them,  shall  not  be  held  to  admit  or  obey  any  precepts  or 
demands  of  the  admiral  of  England  or  of  the  seneschal  and 
marshal  of  the  household  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  or  of 
any  their  lieutenants  or  deputies,  or  of  any  lieutenant  or  any 
deputy  of  the  same.  But  henceforth  they  shall  be  quit  and 
exonerated  for  ever.  So  that  no  admiral  of  England  or  seneschal 
or  marshal  of  the  household  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  nor 
the  deputies  of  them  nor  any  other  or  others  of  them  shall  enter 
wrongfully  the  town,  suburbs,  precincts  or  places  aforesaid,  in 


wages  and  pardon.  Pour  years  later  the  lieutenant-warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  fleet.  In  1306  we  find  Gervas  Alard  appointed  admiral  of  the  fleet  of  the  ships 
from  all  ports  from  Dover  to  Cornwall,  and  Edward  Charles  from  the  Thames  to  Berwick.  The 
maritime  jurisdiction  was  thus  managed  until  the  appointment  of  a  single  high  admiral  in  1360. 
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suburbia,  procinctum  seu  loca  predicta  in  presentia  nostra,  haeredum 
vel  successorum  nostrorum  nee  in  absentia  nostra,  haeredum  vel 
successorum  nostrorum  neque  per  terram  neque  per  aquam  ad 
aliquam  sess^em1  seu  inquisic^em  seu  aliqua  placita  ibidem 
facienda  seu  tenenda  nee  ad  aliqua  alia  officia  sua  seu  officium 
alicuius  eorundem  concernantia  ibidem  faciendum,  exercendum 
sive  exequendum  de  vel  pro  quacumque  re,  causa,  vel  materia 
ubicumque  sive  per  terram  sive  per  aquam  emergentibus.  Et  ulterius 

[An  extract  from  23  Henry  VI,  see  p.  58.] 

attachiare  possint.  Et  ulterius  de  uberiori  gratia  nostra  conces- 
simus  pro  nobis  haeredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  prefatis  Maiori, 
Ballivis,  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  quod  nee  iidem  Maior, 
Ballivi,  Burgenses  nee  eorum  aliquis  neque  successores  sui  nee 
eorum  aliquis  fiant  de  cetero  taxatores,  assessores  sive  collectores 
seu  taxator,  assessor  sive  collector  alicuius  taxae,  quotae  seu 
subsidii  aut  quintae  decimae  et  decimae  sive  alterius  taxae, 
imposic^is  aut  tallagii  cuiuscumque  nobis,  haeredibus  et 
successoribus  nostris  per  communitatem  regni  nostri  Angliae  conce- 
dendorum  de  seu  in  comitatu  Suthampt011  predict°  nee  alibi  preter- 
quam  in  predicta  villa  Suthampton  et  suburbiis  eiusdem  tarn  set 
quod  ipsi  et  eorum  quilibet  inde  totaliter  sint  quieti  et  exonerati 
imperpetuum.  Et  quod  statim  post  exhibic^em  sive  demon  - 
stracionem  cartae  nostrae  presentis  sive  irrotulamenti  eiusdem  in 
quibuscumque  curiis  nostris  haeredum  et  successorum  nostrorum 
iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  successores  sui  et  eorum 
quilibet  occasionibus  predictis  seu  aliqua  eorumdem  ulterius 
minime  distringantur  seu  distringat1"'  sed  ab  eisdem  curiis  ea 
occasione  quiete  dimittantur  seu  dimittatur.  Et  quod  ipsi  de 
taxacWbus,  assess'o^bus  et  collectionibus  huiusmodi  exonerentur 
et  eorum  quilibet  exoneretnr  et  processus  quicumque  in  hac  parte 
fiend118  omnino  cesset  absque  aliquo  brevi  nostro  haeredum  et 
successorum  nostrorum  inde  prosequend°.  Proviso  semper  quod 
pretextu  presentis  concessionis  nostrae  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
villae  predictae  quoad  alias  libertates,  franchesias,  immunitates  et 
quietantias  eis  vel  predecessoribus  suis  per  nos  vel  progenitores 
nostros  ante  haec  tempora  concessas  vel  per  eos  usitatas  pr£judi- 
cium  aliquod  nullatenus  generet™.  Eo  q"°d  expressa  mentio  de 


i  Heretofore  the  High  Admiral  or  his  deputy  would  assess  the  town  in  order  to  decide  what  quota 
should  be  contributed  to  the  fleet  in  men,  money  and  ships.  The  mayor  was  henceforth,  as  Admiral  of 
the  Port,  privileged  to  hold  his  own  court  and  decide  what  the  town  should  contribute  without 
interference  from  the  High  Admiral. 
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the  presence  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  nor  in  the  absence  of 
us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  neither  by  land  nor  by  water,  for 
making  or  holding  any  session  or  inquisition  or  any  pleas  there, 
nor  for  doing,  exercising,  or  executing  any  other  thing  concerning 
their  offices  or  the  office  of  any  of  them  of  or  from  any  cause, 
thing,  or  matters  whatsoever  anywhere  arising  by  land  or  by 
water.  And  further 

[An  extract  from  23  Henry  VI,  see  p.  59.] 

may  attach.  And,  further,  of  our  more  bountiful  grace  we  have 
granted  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  that  neither  the  same 
mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  nor  any  of  them,  nor  their  successors, 
nor  any  of  them  shall  be  made  for  the  future  taxers,  assessors  or 
collectors,  or  taxer,  assessor,  or  collector  of  any  tax,  quota, 
or  subsidy,  or  fifteenth  and  tenth  of  any  tax,  imposition  or 
talliage  whatsoever  granted  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  by 
the  community  of  our  realm  of  England,  of  or  in  the  county  of 
Southampton  aforesaid,  nor  elsewhere  except  in  the  said  town 
of  Southampton  and  the  suburbs  of  the  same,  but  that  they  and 
any  of  them  henceforth  shall  be  for  ever  quit  and  exonerated. 
And  that  immediately  after  the  exhibition  or  demonstration  of 
our  present  charter  or  of  the  enrolment  of  the  same  in  any  courts 
of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  and  their  successors  and  any  of  them  shall  not  be 
further  distrained  upon  on  the  said  occasions  or  any  of  the  same, 
but  shall  be  dismissed  peaceably  from  the  same  courts  on  that 
occasion.  And  that  they  and  any  of  them  shall  be  exonerated 
from  such  taxes,  assessions  and  collections,  and  any  process 
herewith  to  be  made  shall  wholly  cease  without  any  writ  of  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors  thence  following.  Provided  always 
that  under  pretext  of  our  present  concession  to  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  no  prejudice  shall  in  any 
way  arise  concerning  the  other  liberties,  franchises,  immunities 
and  quittances  heretofore  granted  to  them  or  their  predecessors 
by  us  or  our  ancestors  or  used  by  them.  So  that  express  mention 
of  the  true  annual  value  of  the  premises  or  of  any  of  them  or  of 
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vero  valore  annuo  premissorum  nee  alicuius  eorum  nee  de  aliis 
donis  et  concessionibus  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
vel  predecessoribus  suis  sive  nuper  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae 
predlctae  et  successoribus  suis  Burgensibus  villae  predlctae  et  suc- 
cessoribus  suis  per  nos  vel  progenitores  nostros  ante  haec  tempora 
factis  in  presentibus  fact18  non  existit  aut  aliquo  alio  statute, 
actu,  ordinacione,  restricc^e  vel  mandate  ante  haec  tempora 
fact18  vel  alia  re,  causa  vel  materia  quacumque  non  obstante. 
Hiis  testibus  venerabilibus  in  Christo  (?)  patribus  J.  Cardinali 
Ebor,  Angliae  primate,  Cancellario  nostro,  et  J.  Cantuar,  totius 
Angliae  primate,  Archiepiscopis,  W.  Wynton  et  Th.  Elien,  Episcopls, 
et  carissimis  consanguineis  nostris,  Edmundo  Somerset,  Humfredo 
Bukyngham,  ducibus,  Johanne  Salop  et  Johanne  Wygorn,  comitibus, 
necnon  dilectis  et  fidelibus  nostris  Radulfo  de  Crumwell,  milite, 
camerario  nostro,  et  Johanne  Beauchamp  de  Powyk,  milite,  thesaurario 
nostro  Angliae,  Baronibus  et  magistro,  Andrea  Huls  clerico,  custodi 
privati  sigilli  nostri,  et  aliis.  Data  per  manum  nostram  apud 
Westmonasterium,  duodecimo  die  Septembris,  anno  regni  nostri 
tricesimo. 

Per  breve  de  privato  sigillo   et   de   data   predicta   auctoritate 
Parliament!. 
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any  other  gifts  and  grants  heretofore  made  or  in  these  presents 
made  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  or  their  pre- 
decessors, or  to  the  late  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town 
and  to  their  successors,  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  to  their 
successors  for  us  or  our  ancestors,  does  not  arise,  or  of  any  other 
statute,  act,  ordinance,  restriction  or  mandate  heretofore  given, 
or  of  any  thing,  cause  or  matter  whatsoever  notwithstanding. 
Witnessed  by  the  venerable  fathers  in  Christ,  John  Cardinal, 
Archbishop  of  York,  primate  of  England,  our  Chancellor,  and 
John,1  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England, 
William,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Thomas,  Bishop  of  Ely, 
and  our  beloved  cousins,  Edmund,  Duke  of  Somerset,  Humphrey, 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  John,  Earl,  of  Shrewsbury,  and  John,  Earl 
of  Worcester,  also  our  dear  and  faithful  subjects,  Sir  Ralph  de 
Crumwell,  our  Chamberlain,  and  Sir  John  Beauchamp  de  Powyk, 
our  Treasurer  of  England,  barons,  and  Master  Andrea  Huls 
Clark,  custodian  of  our  private  seal,  and  others.  Given  under 
our  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  i2th  day  of  September,  in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  writ  of  our  private  seal  and  of  the  date  aforesaid  by  the 
authority  of  Parliament.     [A.D.  1452.] 


i  John  Kemp  became  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  1452,  the  date  of  this  charter,  in  the  room  of 
John  Stafford,  who  died  the  same  year. 
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XIII. 
1   EDWARD   IY,   1461.1 


EDWARDUS  dei  gratla,  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae,  Archiepiscopi9,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Ducibus, 
Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  Prepositis, 
ministris  et  omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  saPtem.  Inspexi- 
mus  litteras  patentes  domini  Richardi  nuper  Regis  Angliae  secundi 
post  conquestum  de  confirmacione  factas  in  haec  verba.  Ricardus 
dei  gratia,  Rex  Angliae,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Richard  II,  see  p.  26.] 

Inspeximus  litteras  patentes  domini  Edwardi  nuper  regis  Angliae 
avi  nostri  in  haec  verba.  Edwardus  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Edward  III,  see  p.  22.] 

Inspeximus  cartam  quam  Celebris  memoriae  dominus  Henricus 
quondam  Rex  Angliae  progenitor  noster  fecit  Burgensibus  de 
Suthampton  in  haec  verba.  Henricus  Rex  Angliae,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Henry  77,  see  p.  10.] 

Inspeximus  etiam  cartam  confirmac1onis  quam  dominus  Edwardus 
nuper  Rex  Angliae  pater  noster  fecit  eisdem  Burgensibus  in  haec 
verba.  Edwardus  dei  gratia  rex  Angliae,  domiuus  Hiberniae,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Edward  II,  see  p.  26] 

Inspeximus  cartam  quam  bonae  memoriae  dominus  Ricardus 
quondam  rex  Angliae  progenitor  noster  fecit  Burgensibus  de 
Suthampton  in  haec  verba.  Ricardus  dei  gratia  rex  Angliae,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Richard  /,  see  p.  12] 


i  The  cost  of  this  charter  is  thus  given  in  the  Steward's  Book  :— "Payd  for  confyrmacyon  of  oure 
newe  Scliartter  by  the  honde  of  Richard  Aysche  viiij  li.  ix  s.  Also  payd  for  the  fyne  of  the  same  by 
Rychard  Aysche  xl  s.  and  for  the  lace  xx  d.  Allso  payd  for  the  wrytyng  of  the  same  Schartter  liij  B. 
iiij  d. ;  also  for  enrolling  of  the  same  Schartter  xl  s.  Summa  iii]  li.  xiij  s.  iiij  d.  Also  payd  to  a  manne 
for  to  seke  up  dyverse  of  owre  old  Schartterys  by  Rychard  Aysche  x  s." 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors, 
dukes,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sheriffs,  reeves,  officers,  and  all  his 
bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  the 
letters  patent  of  Lord  Richard  II,  lately  King  of  England,  after 
an  inquiry  for  confirmation,  made  in  the  following  words : 
Richard,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Richard  77,  see  p.  27.] 

We  have  inspected  the  letters  patent  of  Lord  Edward,  lately 
King  of  England,  our  grandfather,  in  these  words  :  Edward,  by 
the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Edward  III,  see  p.  23.] 

We  have  inspected  the  charter  which  Lord  Henry  of  famous 
memory,  formerly  King  of  England,  our  ancestor,  made  to  the 
burgesses  of  Southampton  in  these  words :  Henry,  King  of 
England,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Henry  77,  see  p.  11] 

We  have  inspected  the  charter  of  confirmation  which  Lord 
Edward,  lately  King  of  England,  our  father,  made  to  the  same 
burgesses  in  these  words :  Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King 
of  England,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Edward  77,  see  p.  27] 

We  have  inspected  the  charter  which  Lord  Richard  of  good 
memory,  formerly  King  of  England,  our  ancestor,  made  to  the 
burgesses  of  Southampton  in  these  words:  Richard,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Richard  7,  see  p.  13] 
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Inspeximus  etiam  cartam  quam  bonae  memoriae  dominus  Johannes 
quondam  rex  Angllae  proavus  noster  fecit  prefatis  Burgensibus  de 
Suthampton  in  haec  verba.  Johannes  dei  gratla  Rex  Angliae,  etc. 

[Charter  of  John,  see  p.  2.] 

Inspeximus  etiam  cartam  quam  bonae  memoriae  dominus  Henricus 
quondam  Rex  Angliae  avus  noster  fecit  prefatis  Burgensibus 
eiusdem  villae  de  Suthampton  in  haec  verba.  Henricus  dei 
gratia,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Henry  III,  see  p.  14.] 

Nos  nedum  premissa  verumetiam  villam  predlctam  unam  de 
antiquissimis  villis  regni  nostri  Angliae  super  costeras  maris  in 
resistentiam  inimicorum  n°9trorum  idem  regnum  nostrum  invadere 
volentium  sitam  existere  custusque  expensas  et  onera  multiplicia 
quae  diPti  nobis  nunc  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predlctae 
circa  fortincac'o^m  et  defensionem  eiusdem  ac  patriae  adiacent18, 
necnon  pro  resistentia  inimicorum  predlctorum  ante  haec  tempora 
exposuerunt  ipsosque  et  successores  suos  exnunc  exponere 
oportebit  considerantes  fideliaque  et  laudabilia  obsequia  Maioris, 
Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  predictorum  quibus  se  nobis  inclitaeque 
recordacWs  atque  memoriae  progenitoribus  nostris  nuper  Regibus 
Angliae  hucusque  gratos  in  omnibus  exhibuerunt  et  paratos 
presertim  nobis  nuperrime  ad  sumptus,  custus,  labores,  onera  et 
pericula  sua  non  modica  merito  contemplantes  sperantesque  quod 
quanto  predlcti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predictae  haeredes 
et  successores  sui  amplioribus  ex  concessione  nostra  gaudeant 
libertatibus  et  privilegiis  fuerint  coniuncti  eos  tanto  fortius  et 
effectualius  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  ad  consimilia  imposterum 
impendenda  credimus  obligari  et  promtiores  se  pro  viribus  suis 
exhibere.  De  gratia  nostra  speciali  et  ex  certa  scientia  et  mero 
motu  n°9tris  cartas,  litteras  et  omnes  concessiones  et  confirmac1ones 
predictas  ac  omnia  et  singula  contenta  in  eisdem  rata  habentes 
et  grata  ea  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  n°9tris  quantum  in  nobis  est 
acceptamus,  approbamus  et  ratificamus  ac  prefatis  nunc  Maiori, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  concedimus  et 
confirmamus  habenda  et  tenenda  sibi  et  successoribus  suis  imper- 
The  Mayor,  petuum.  Et  ulterius  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
cognizuuiie6  g1*"3-111  exhibere  volentes  ampliorem  ex  certa  scientia  et  mero 
of  all  pleas,  motu  nostris  concessimus  ac  tenore  presentium  pro  nobis  et 
haeredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est  concedimus  prefatis 


CHARTERS  OF  SOUTHAMPTON.  IOI 

We  have  inspected  also  the  charter  which  Lord  John  of  good 
memory,  formerly  King  of  England,  our  greatgrandfather,  made 
to  the  burgesses  of  Southampton  in  these  words:  John,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  etc. 

[Charter  of  John,  see  p.  3.] 

We  have  inspected  also  the  charter  which  Lord  Henry  of  good 
memory,  formerly  King  of  England,  our  grandfather,  made  to 
the  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southampton  in  these  words  : 
Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  etc. 

[Charter  of  Henry  III,  see  p.  15.] 

We,  considering  not  only  the  premises  but  also  that  the  said 
town  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  towns  of  our  realm  of  England, 
situated  on  the  sea  coast  for  resisting  our  enemies  wishing  to 
invade  our  same  realm,  and  the  costs,  expenses  and  manifold 
burdens  which  our  well  beloved  present  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  said  town  have  expended  upon  the  fortification 
and  defence  of  the  same  and  the  adjacent  country,  also  for  the 
resistance  of  the  said  enemies  heretofore  and  which  they  will 
have  to  expend  henceforth,  and  considering  the  faithful  and 
laudable  submission  with  which  they  have  shewn  themselves 
hitherto  grateful  in  all  things  to  us  and  to  our  ancestors  of 
famous  recollection  and  memory,  lately  kings  of  England,  and 
especially  ready  in  late  years  for  the  expenses,  costs,  labours, 
burdens  and  perils,  and  these  not  small,  rightly  contemplating 
and  hoping  that  as  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
said  town,  their  heirs  and  successors  enjoy  and  have  been  united 
by  the  fuller  liberties  and  privileges  from  our  grant,  so  we  think 
that  they  will  be  more  strongly  and  effectually  bound  to  pay  to 
us  and  our  heirs  similar  gratitude  for  the  future,  and  will  show 
themselves  the  more  ready  to  serve  us  according  to  their  means ; 
of  our  special  grace  and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere 
motion,  having  ratified  the  charters,  letters,  and  all  the  con- 
cessions and  confirmations  aforesaid  and  each  and  every  thing 
contained  in  them,  and  having  secured  them  for  us  and  our  heirs 
as  far  as  in  us  lies,  accept,  approve  and  ratify  and  grant  and 
confirm  to  the  said  present  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and 
their  successors,  these  to  be  held  and  kept  by  them  and  their 
successors  for  ever.  And  further,  we,  being  willing  to  shew  our 
more  ample  grace  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses, 
from  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  have  granted 
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And  hold 
all  such 
pleas  in  the 
Guildhall. 


Such  court 
to  be  held 
every 

Tuesday,  to 
hear  pleas 
personal. 


And  every 
alternate 
Tuesday 
to  hear 
pleas  of 
Land.  etc. 


Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  quod  Maior 
et  Ballivi  villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes  habeant  exnunc 
imperpetuum  cogniciones  omnium  placitorum  tarn  realium  quam 
personalium  et  mixtorum  ac  aliorum  placitorum  quorumcumque 
terrarum  et  tenementorum  infra  villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum 
predicta  existentium.  Ac  etiam  placitorum  assizarum  novae 
disse-sia'e,1  mortis  antecessoris,  redisseisinarum,  attinctorum2 
necnon  placitorum,  debiti,  convenc'o^s,  detencionis,  compoti 
transgressors  et  contractus  cuiuscumque  et  aliorum  pPitorum 
quorumcumque  infra  villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum  predicta 


emen 


jntium 


et    emergendorum    in    quibuscumque    cur 


iis 


nostris 


videlicet  coram  nobis  et  haeredibus  n°9tris  ac  coram  nobis  et 
haeredibus  nostris  in  cancellaria  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum 
necnon  coram  thesaurario  et  Baronibus  de  scaccario  nostro  et  haeredum 
n°8trorum,  iusticiariis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  de  communi  Banco 
iustitiariis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  quascumque  assisas, 
iuratas  et  certificaciones  capiendas  assignatas  et  assignandas  ac  aliis 
iusticiariis  et  officiariis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  quibuscumque 
motorum  et  movendorum.  Et  quod  predicti  Maior  et  Ballivi  pro 
tempore  existentes  omnia  huiusmodi  placita  coram  eis  in  Guihald  3 
villae  predictae  de  tempore  in  tempus  teneant  et  terminent  et 
iudicia  inde  reddenda  debite  exequantur  seu  executa  fieri  faceret 
et  quod  iidem  Maior  et  Ballivi  pro  tempore  existent68  exnunc 
imperpetmnn  habeant  et  teneant  curiam  nostram  et  haeredum  nostro- 
rum  in  Guihald  predicta  coram  eisdem  Maiore  et  Ballivis  qualibet 
septimana  die  Martis  et  omnia  huiusmodi  placita  videlicet  person- 
alia  in  curia  predicta  coram  prefatis  Maiore  et  Ballivis  in  curla  ilia 
levanda  et  affirmanda  tenere  ac  personas  versus  quas  huiusmodi 
querelas  in  dicta  curia  prosequi  vel  moveri  contigerit  legis 
processu  per  eorum  corpora  ac  bona  et  catalla  infra  villam, 
libertatem  et  procinctum  predlcta  arrestari  et  attachiari  et  corpora 
prisonae  committi  facere  ac  omnia  alia  placita  terrarum  et 


ten 


ementorum 


cur 


de  quindena  in  quindenam 


1  Formerly  there  were  several  real  actions  (now  abolished  by  3  &  4  William  IV)  to  recover  rent  in 
arrears,  among  which  were  the  assize  of  novel  disseisin  and  mort  d'ancestre. 

2  In  ancient  times  the  principal  remedy  for  reversal  of  a  verdict  unduly  given  was  by  writ  of 
attaint,  which  was  a  proceeding  for  setting  aside,  by  a  jury  of  twenty-four,  the  verdict  of  a  jury  of 
twelve ;  the  effect  of  which  was  that  if  the  first  jury  were  found  to  have  given  a  false  verdict,  they 
incurred  infamy,  with  imprisonment  and  forfeiture  of  their  goods ;  which  two  latter  punishments  were 
in  course  of  time  commuted  into  a  pecuniary  penalty ;  and  this  writ  of  attaint  was  as  old  as  the  reign 
of  Henry  II,  and  remained  in  force  until  6  George  IV. 
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and  by  tenor  of  these  presents,  for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us 
lies,  we  do  grant  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and 
their  successors  that  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  said  town  for 
the  time  existing  shall  have  henceforth  and  for  ever  cognizance 
of  all  pleas,  both  real  and  personal  and  mixed,  and  of  any  other 
pleas  soever  of  lands  and  tenements  existing  within  the  town, 
liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid.  And  also  pleas  of  the  assizes 
of  novel  disseisin,  of  mort  d'ancestre,  redisseisin,  and  attainders, 
also  of  pleas  of  any  debt,  covenant,  detention,  account,  trans- 
gression, and  contract  whatsoever,  and  of  any  other  pleas  soever 
arising  and  to  arise  within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  afore- 
said in  any  of  our  courts,  moved  or  to  be  moved,  both  before  us 
and  our  heirs  and  before  us  and  our  heirs  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  of  us  and  our  heirs,  also  before  the  Court  of  Treasury 
and  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  of  us  and  our  heirs,  before 
the  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  of  the  Common  Bench,  before  the 
justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  at  whatever  assizes,  juries  and 
certifications  to  be  held,  assigned  and  to  be  assigned,  and  before 
any  other  justice  and  officer  of  us  and  our  heirs  whatsoever. 
And  that  the  said  mayor  and  bailiffs  for  the  time  existing  shall 
hold  and  terminate  all  such  pleas  before  them  in  the  Guildhall 
of  the  said  town  from  time  to  time,  and  shall  duly  execute  the 
judgments  thence  delivered  or  shall  cause  them  to  be  executed, 
and  that  the  same  mayor  and  bailiffs  for  the  time  existing 
henceforth  and  for  ever  shall  have  and  hold  the  court  of  us  and 
our  heirs  in  the  said  Guildhall  before  the  same  mayor  and 
bailiffs  in  every  week  on  Tuesday,  and  may  hold  all  such  pleas 
personal  in  the  said  court  before  the  said  mayor  and  bailiffs  in 
that  court  to  be  levied  and  confirmed,  and  may  prosecute  persons 
against  whom  such  complaints  shall  happen  or  cause  them  to  be 
moved  to  be  arrested  and  attached  by  process  of  law  by  their 
bodies  and  goods  and  chattels  within  the  town,  liberty  and 
precincts  aforesaid,  and  may  have  their  bodies  committed  to 
prison,  and  may  hold  all  other  pleas  of  lands  and  tenements 
in  the  said  court  on  every  alternate  Tuesday,  and  hear  and 


3  The  North  or  Bargate  was  probably  altered  in  the  first  half  of  the  fourteenth  century  to  provide 
a  fixed  Guildhall.  The  Ordinances  of  the  Guild-merchant  (a  curious  book  tn  oak  covers,  probably 
written  in  the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century)  contains  no  reference  to  a  Guildhall.  In  the 
Steward's  Book  of  1441,  under  the  heading  of  "  Bargatte,"  is  the  first  notice  of  a  'town  ball.'  A  few 
years  later  we  find  the  hall  made  a  receptacle  for  guns.  "  Fyrst,  In  ye  Guyld  balle  over  ye  Bargate 
i  gonne  of  Bras  chawmbred  of  himself " 
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Such  court 
to  hold  the 
Assize  of 
Bread  and 
Wine,  etc. 


It  shall  be 
lawful  to 
resist  the 
King's 
officers 
within  the 
town. 


tenere  et  omuia  placita  supradicta  ac  placita  curiae  n°Ve  pedis 
pulverisati1  ibidem  audire  et  terminare  et  iudicia  inde  reddere 
execuc^esque  inde  fieri  facere  possint  impcrpetuum  eisdem  modo 
et  forma  et  processu  prout  in  eadem  villa  ante  haec  tempora 
audiri  terminari  et  exequi  consueverunt,  et  quod  Maior  et  Ballivi 
villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes  faciant  et  habeant  imperpetuum 
tam  in  presentia  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  quam  in  absentia 
nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  assisam  assaiam  emendac1onem  et 
correcc5onem  panis,  vini,  cervisiae  et  omnimodorum  aliorum 
victualium  ac  mensurarum,  ponderum  et  aliorum  quorumcumque 
ad  ofricium  clerici  mercati  hospitii  nostri  et  haeredum  nostrorum 
pertinens  sive  spectans  infra  villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum 
predicta  et  totum  et  quicquid  quod  ad  ofricium  huiusmodi  clerici 
mercati  pertinet  seu  poterit  pertinere  faciendum  et  exercend™ 
faciant,  exerceant  et  exequantur  quotiens  et  quando  opus  fuit  et 
necesse  adeo  plene  et  integre  sicut  aliquis  clericus  mercati  hospitii 
nostri  et  haeredum  nostrorum  faceret  et  haberet  aut  facere  et  habere 
deberet  si  presens  concessio  nostra  facta  non  fuisset,  ita  quod 
nullus  clericus  mercati  hospitii  nostri  vel  haeredum  nostrorum  nee 
admirallus  noster  vel  haeredum  nostrorum  Angliae  vel  eius  locum- 
tenens  commissarius  ofriciarius  vel  deputati  nee  senescallus  sive 
marescallus  hospitii  nostri  seu  haeredum  nostrorum  seu  eorum 
servientes  nee  eorum  aliquis  villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum 
predict81  per  terram  seu  per  aquam  exnunc  ad  aliquod  ad  huius- 
modi ofricium  suum  seu  eorum  alicuius  ibidem  pertinet  seu 
pertinere  poterit  faciendum  exercendum  seu  exequendum  ingrediatur 
quovis  modo.  Et  licebit  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentibus  et  cuilibet  eorum  cuiP't 
huiusmodi  clerico  mercati  ac  admirallo  eiusque  locumtenenti 
commissar10,  ofrlciario  et  deputato  atque  senescall0  et  marescall0 
hospitii  nostri  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ac  eorum  et  cuiusllb€t  eorum 
servientibus  et  eorum  cuilibet  infra  villam,  libertatem  et  pro- 
cinctum predict3  per  aquam  sive  per  terram  aliquod  quod  ad 
ofricium  suum  pertinet  seu  pertinere  poterit  faciendum  exequi  vel 
exercere  volenti  seu  volentibus  resistere  et  ipsllm  sive  ipsos  ali- 
quod ofricium  suum  inibi(?)  facere  seu  quomodo  libet  exercere 
nullatenus  permittere  absque  impeticione  nostri  vel  haeredum 
nostrorum  aut  aliorum  quorumcumque.  Et  ulterius  d'e  gratla 


1  The  Court  of  Piedpoudre  (curia  pedis  pulverisati),  so  called  from  the  dusty  feet  of  the  suiters 
frequenting  the  same,  is  a  court  of  record  incident  to  every  fair  and  market.  Of  this  court  the  steward 
of  the  owner  of  the  market  is  the  judge,  with  power  to  administer  justice  for  all  commercial  injuries  in 
that  fair  or  market.  This  court  punished  civil  matters,  just  as  the  Court  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Market 
punished  misdemeanours  therein. 
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terminate  all  the  above-mentioned  pleas  and  the  pleas  of  our 
court  of  Pie  Powder  in  the  same  place,  and  thence  return  the 
judgments  and  cause  the  executions  to  be  carried  out,  for  ever 
in  the  same  manner,  form  and  process  as  they  have  been  used  to 
be  heard,  terminated  and  executed  in  the  same  town  heretofore  ; 
and  that  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  said  town  for  the  time 
existing  shall  make  and  have  for  ever  both  in  the  presence  of  us 
and  our  heirs,  and  in  the  absence  of  us  and  our  heirs,  the  assize, 
assay,  emending  and  correction  of  bread,  wine,  beer,  and  of  all 
other  kinds  of  victuals  and  measures,  weights,  and  of  anything 
else  which  should  pertain  to  or  regard  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
market  of  the  household  of  us  and  our  heirs  within  the  town, 
liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  and  all  and  everything  which 
pertains  or  may  pertain  to  performing  and  exercising  the  office 
of  such  clerk  of  the  market  they  shall  do,  exercise  and  execute 
as  often  as  and  whenever  there  shall  be  need  and  necessity  as 
fully  and  wholly  as  any  clerk  of  the  market  of  us  and  our  heirs 
should  do  and  have  and  ought  to  have,  if  our  present  grant 
had  not  been  made,  so  that  no  clerk  of  the  household  of  us 
or  our  heirs,  and  no  admiral  of  England  of  us  or  our  heirs 
or  his  lieutenant,  commissioner,  officer,  or  deputies,  and  no 
seneschal  or  marshal  of  the  household  of  us  or  our  heirs  or  their 
servants  or  any  of  them  shall  in  any  way  enter  the  town,  liberty 
and  precincts  aforesaid  by  land  or  by  sea  henceforth  to  do, 
exercise  or  execute  anything  which  pertains  or  may  pertain  to 
any  such  office  of  them  or  any  of  them.  And  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  arid  burgesses  of  the  said  town  for  the 
time  existing,  and  for  any  of  them,  to  resist  any  such  clerk  of 
the  market  or  admiral  and  his  lieutenant,  commissioner,  officer 
and  deputy,  and  seneschal  and  marshal  of  the  household  of  us 
and  our  heirs,  and  their  servants  and  the  servants  of  any  of 
them,  and  any  of  them  willing  to  execute  or  exercise,  within 
the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  by  land  or  by  water, 
anything  which  pertains  or  may  pertain  to  performing  their 
office,  and  in  no  wise  is  it  lawful  that  he  or  they  should  be  in 
any  way  permitted  to  do  or  exercise  any  office  there  without 
permission  of  us  or  our  heirs  or  any  others  whatsoever.  And, 
furthermore,  of  our  said  grace  and  from  our  said  knowledge  and 


106  CHARTERS  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 

^^  P™^21  et  ex  scientia  et  motu  n°Stris  predictis  concessimus 
four  Alder-'  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  prefatis  nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
four  Bur-  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  quod  Maior  villae  predictae  pro 
gesses  to  be  tempore  existens  ac  quidam  legis  peritus1  necnon  quatuor  Alder- 
the*  Pea8ce?  manni  villae  predictae  et  quatuor  alii  Burgenses  de  probioribus  et 
discretioribus  personis  Burgensium  villae  predictae  quolibet  anno 
predicto  die  Veneris  modo  ibidem  solito  eligendi  et  nominandi 
de  cetero  imperpetmim  sint  coniunctim  et  divisim  custodes  pacis2 
nostrae  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ac  potestatem  et  auctoritatem 
habeant  ad  pacem  nostram  et  haeredum  nostrorum  necnon  ad 
statuta  et  ordinac^es  apud  Wynton,3  Norhampton,4  et  West- 
monasterium,5  pro  conservacione  pacis  eiusdem  ac  ad  statuta  et 
ordinacV'es  ibidem  et  apud  Cantebriggam  de  venatoribus, 
operariis,  artificibus,  servitoribus,  hostellariis,  mendicantibus  et 
vagabundis  ac  aliis  hominibus  mendicantibus  qui  se  nominant 
travelyngmen6  et  similiter  ad  statuta  et  ordinac^es  apud  West- 
monasterlum,  anno  regni  Henrici  quart1  nuper  de  P°to  et  non  de  iure 
Regis7  Anglitte  primo  et  secundo  de  liberatis  signorum  societatis 
militibus  armigeris  seu  valectis  et  aliis  liberatis  pannorum8 
minime  dandis  nee  eisdem  liberatis  aliqualiter  utendls ;  ac  etiam 
ad  quoddam  statutum  contra  Lollardos9  in  parliamento  Henrici 
quinti  nuper  de  facto  et  non  de  iure  Regis  Angliae  apud  Leycester 
editum,  necnon  ad  quoddam  aliud  statutum10  in  parliamento 

1  "It  is  probable  that  they  (the  mayor,  etc.) always  had  the  assistance  of  a  lawyer  In  their  business, 
by  whatever  title  they  called  him  ;  perhaps  the  same  person  executed  the  offices  of  recorder  and  town 
clerk  before  their  charters  distinguished  those  offices.    The  '  person  skilled  in  the  law '  appointed  in  a 
judicial  capacity  by  this  charter  was  certainly  a  recorder  in  the  same  sense  as  we  now  use  that  term, 
though  not  called  by  that  name  ;  but  the  office  appears  by  this  charter  to  have  been  annual."— Speed's 
History  of  Southampton. 

In  1457  the  recorder's  wages  were  £5  per  annum ;  he  has  also,  as  was  usual,  his  livery  gown  at 
Christmas,  made  of  five  yards  of  '  muster -dyvelyg*  at  3/4  the  yard.  In  1643  the  salary  was  raised 
another  £20  a  year  for  house  rent,  so  long  as  he  should  live  in  the  town. 

"  There  are  frequent  instances  mentioned  in  the  Journals  of  presents  of  wine  being  made  to  the 
recorders  on  account  of  their  trouble  in  attending  the  lawsuits  of  the  town.  They  formerly  had 
constantly  a  new  year's  gift  sent  them  of  sugar,  spice,  wine,  or  olives." — Speed. 

2  Under  Henry  III  the  Justiciarshlp  was  not  again  committed  to  a  great  baron.    Edward  I  allotted 
to  special  judges  special  cases  held  in  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  King's  Bench.    Edward  II 
appointed  the  Chief  Barons  of  the  Exchequer.   The  Justices  in  Eyre,  or  itinerant  justices,  first  appointed 
by  Henry  II,  had  become  very  unpopular  under  Henry  III,  as  their  exertions  brought  in  a  large  revenue 
to  the  crown,  thereby  enabling  the  King  to  resist  the  demands  for  reform.    Their  circuits  had  been  at 
very  irregular  intervals,  and  Edward  I  substituted  regular  visitations  of  judges  of  assize.    Under 
Edward  II  two  justices  were  appointed  to  each  county,  who  together  with  two  knights  tried  certain 
cases  such  as  mort  d'ancestre,  novel  disseisin,  and  attaints.     Meanwhile,  certain  knights  had  been 
appointed  as  far  back  as  John  to  enforce  the  oath  of  peace,  and  the  hue  and  cry,  and  Henry  III  had 
appointed  two  knights  in  each  county  to  enforce  the  assize  of  arms,  and  constables  of  hundreds  and 
townships  to  secure  the  conservation  of  the  peace.    The  same  king  later  appointed  a  single  custos  pacis 
to  each  shire  to  conserve  the  peace  and  possibly  to  watch  the  sheriff.    Under  Edward  I  this  custos 
pacis  became  an  elective  officer.    This  is  the  origin  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

s  "  The  Statute  of  Winchester  (1285)  carries  us  back  to  the  earliest  institutions  of  the  race ;  it  revives 
and  refines  the  action  of  the  hundred,  hue  and  cry,  watch  and  ward,  the  fyrd  and  the  assize  of  arms 
....  It  shows  the  permanence  and  adaptability  of  the  ancient  popular  law."— Stubbs. 
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motion  we  have  granted  for  us  and  our  heirs,  to  the  said  present 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors,  that  the  mayor 
of  the  said  town  for  the  time  existing  and  a  certain  man  skilled 
in  the  law,  also  four  aldermen  of  the  said  town  and  four  other 
burgesses  of  the  more  upright  and  discreet  persons  of  the  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  town,  in  any  year  on  the  aforesaid  Friday,  in 
the  manner  usual  there,  are  to  be  elected  and  nominated  for  the 
future  for  ever,  conjointly  and  separately,  as  guardians  of  the 
peace  of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  shall  have  power  and  authority 
for  the  peace  of  us  and  our  heirs,  also  for  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  at  Winchester,  Northampton  and  Westminster,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  same  peace,  and  for  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  there  and  at  Canterbury  concerning  huntsmen,  work- 
men, artificers,  servitors,  innkeepers,  beggars  and  vagabonds, 
and  other  mendicant  men  which  are  called  travellingmen,  and 
likewise  for  the  statutes  and  ordinances  at  Westminster  in  the 
first  and  second  years  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV,  lately  de  facto 
and  not  de  jure  king  of  England,  concerning  the  refusal  to 
grant  liveries  to  knights,  squires,  or  grooms  and  other  liveries 
of  cloth  and  concerning  equally  the  use  of  the  same  liveries ; 
and  also  for  a  certain  statute  against  Lollards  passed  in  the 
parliament,  at  Leicester,  of  Henry  V,  lately  de  jacto  and  .not 
de  jure  king  of  England,  also  for  a  certain  other  statute  likewise 


4  The  Assize  of  Northampton  (1175-6)  renewed  and  amplified  the  Assize  of  Clarendon,  which  re- 
modelled the  provincial  administration  of  justice. 

6  The  main  provisions  of  the  Statute  of  Westminster  (1259)  were  (1)  Four  knights  appointed  in  each 
shire  to  watch  the  sheriff.   (2)  Appointment  of  sheriffs.   (3)  Four  good  men  to  be  chosen  in  the  county 
court.    "  Other  articles  provided  for  the  redress  of  forest  abuses  and  for  the  legal  observance  of  the 
courts."— Stubbs. 

e  Travelyngmen=tramps. 

7  Edward  IV  naturally  regarded  the  Lancastrian  kings  as  usurpers. 

8  Livery  was  originally  the  allowance  in  provisions  and  clothing  made  for  the  servants  of  great 
households.   It  was  a  proof  of  power  to  have  large  bodies  of  servants,  and  the  lords  granted  their  livery, 
and  hence  their  protection  (especially  in  the  law  courts),  to  all  who  wished  to  wear  it.    The  practice 
was  grossly  abused  and  the  law  courts  terrorized.    In  1389  the  granting  of  liveries  was  confined  to 
dukes,  earls  and  barons.    In  1411  guilds  were  allowed  liveries,  and  in  1422  the  lord  mayor  and  the 
sheriffs  of  London  and  the  Universities  were  accorded  the  same  privileges.    These  were  the  Statutes  of 
Liveries. 

»  In  1399  the  convocation  of  Canterbury  (mentioned  above)  first  drew  up  articles  directed  against 
the  Lollards.  It  was  in  1401,  however,  that  the  statute  de  heretico  comburendo  was  enacted,  by 
which  the  impenitent  heretic  was  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  officers  of  the  secular  law  to  be  burnt,  and 
all  heretical  books  were  to  be  destroyed.  William  Sawtre  was  the  first  Lollard  to  suffer. 

10  No  mention  of  this  statute  is  made  in  Stubbs'  Constitutional  History.  In  fact,  Stubbs 
specifically  mentions  (II,  c.  17,  p.  545a)  that  the  abuses  are  owing  to  the  currency  of  foreign  coins,  or 
the  want  of  a  new  issue  of  English  silver ;  the  old  money  was  clipped,  not  debased.  But  here  we  have 
mentioned,  besides  clipping,  counterfeiting  and  washing  (sweating  ?)  It  would  be  Interesting  to  find 
if  there  is  any  other  record  of  this  statute  of  Henry  V. 
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eiusdem  Henrlcl  quinti  apud  Westmona8terlTim  tento  de  controfactura 
tonsura  lotura  et  alia  falsitate  monetae  terrae  nostrae  similiter 
editum,  necnon  ad  omnia  alia  ordinacIones  et  statuta  facta  et 
fienda  pro  bono  pacis  nostrae  et  haeredum  noslrorum  ac  quiete 
regimine  et  gubernac^e  populi  nostri  et  haeredum  nostrorum  in 
omnibus  et  singulis  suis  articulis  infra  villa  m,  libertatem  et 
procinctum  predlcta  iuxta  vim  formam  et  effectum  eorundem 
custodienda  et  custodiri  facienda  et  omnes  illos  quos  contra 
formam  ordinac^um  et  statutorum  predictorum  delinquentes 
invenerint  castigand08  et  puniend08  prout  secundum  formam 
ordinac^um  et  statutorum  eorundem  fuerit  faciendum  et  ad 
omnes  illos  qui  aliquibus  de  p°pulo  n°8tro  vel  haeredum  nostrorum 
de  corporibus  suis  vel  de  incendio  domorum  suarum  minas 
fecerint  ad  sufficientem  securitatem  de  pace  et  bono  gestu  suo 
erga  nos  et  p°pulum  nostrum  et  haeredum  nostrorum  coram  eis 
venire  et  si  huiusmodi  securitatem  invenire  recusaverint  tune 
eos  in  prisona  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  villae  predictae  quous- 
que  huiusmodi  securitatem  invenerint  salvo  custodiri  faciendum. 
Et  ulterius  (]uod  ipsi  novem  octo  septem  sex  quinque  quatuor 
tres  vel  duo  eorum  exnunc  imperpetuum  sint  iusticiarii  nostri  et 
felonies.  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  inquirend™  per  sacramentum  proborum  et 
legalium  hominum  de  villa,  libertate  et  procinctu  predlctis  per  quos 
rei  veritas  melius  sciri  poterit  de  omnimodis  feloniis,  trans- 
gressWbus,  fo^stallar^s,1  regratariis  2  et  extortWbus  infra  villam, 
libertatem  et  procinctum  predict18  per  quoscumque  et  qualitercum- 
que  facfcis  sive  perpetratis  et  quae  exnunc  ibidem  fieri  continget 
et  etiam  de  omnibus  aliis  et  singulis  infra  villam,  libertatem 
et  procinctum  predicta  qualitercumque  factis  attemptatis  sive 
perpetratis  et  quae  exnunc  ibidem  fieri  attemptari  sive  perpetrari 
contingent  unde  per  custodes  pacis  nostrae  et  haeredum  nostrorum 
et  iusticiarios  nostros  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  inquirendnm  de 
huiusmodi  feloniis,  transgressionibus  et  malefactis  in  aliquo 
comitata  regnj  n<>str-  Angliae  virtute  ordinac^um  et  statutorum 
predlctorum  aut  aliorum  ordinacionum  et  statutorum  ante  haec 
tempora  factorum  et  exnunc  fiendorum  assignatorum  et  assignandornm 
iuxta  vim  et  effectum  litterarum  nostrarum  et  haeredum  nostrorum 
eis  inde  factarum  et  fiendarum  inquiri  debet  et  solet  ac  debebit 
et  ad  premissa  omnia  et  singula  ac  alia  quaecumque  inP  villam, 


A  quorum 


i  Forestalling  was  the  name  applied  to  the  oflences  of  buying  merchandize  on  its  way  to  market, 
or  dissuading  persons  to  bring  their  goods  there,  or  persuading  them  to  enhance  the  price  when  there. 
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passed  in  the  parliament,  held  at  Westminster,  of  the  same 
Henry  V  concerning  the  counterfeiting,  clipping,  sweating  and 
other  depreciation  of  the  money  of  our  realm,  also  for  all  other 
ordinations  and  statutes  made  or  to  be  made  for  the  good  of  the 
peace  of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  for  the  keeping  and  causing  to  be 
kept  the  peace,  ruling  and  governance  of  the  people  of  us  and 
our  heirs  in  all  and  singular  their  articles,  within  the  town, 
liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid  in  accordance  with  the  power, 
form  and  effect  of  the  same,  and  all  those  whom  contrary  to  the 
form  of  the  ordinances  and  statutes  aforesaid  they  have  found  to 
be  delinquents,  for  chastising  and  punishing  them,  as  should  be 
done  in  accordance  with  the  form  of  the  same  ordinances  and 
statutes,  and  for  causing  to  appear  before  them  all  those  who 
shall  make  against  any  of  the  people  of  us  and  our  heirs,  threats 
against  their  persons  or  of  burning  their  houses,  for  finding 
sufficient  security  of  the  peace  and  of  their  good  conduct  towards 
us  and  the  subjects  of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  if  they  shall  refuse 
to  find  such  security,  then  they  shall  be  safely  guarded  in  the 
prison  of  the  said  town  of  us  and  our  heirs  until  they  shall  find 
such  security.  And.  moreover,  that  they  or  nine,  eight,  seven, 
six,  five,  four,  three  or  two  of  them  henceforth  for  ever  shall  be 
the  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  for  enquiring,  by  the  oath  of 
upright  and  loyal  men  of  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  afore- 
said, by  whom  the  truth  of  the  matter  may  be  known,  of  all 
kinds  of  felonies,  transgressions,  forestallings,  regratings,  and 
extortions  within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  done 
or  perpetrated  by  anyone  and  in  any  way,  and  which  may 
happen  to  be  done  in  any  manner  there,  and  also  of  all  other 
and  singular  done,  attempted,  or  perpetrated  within  the  town, 
liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  and  which  henceforth  shall 
happen  to  be  done,  attempted  or  perpetrated  there,  whence  by 
the  guardians  of  the  peace  of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  by  the 
justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  for  inquiring  into  such  felonies, 
transgressions,  or  misdoings  in  any  county  of  our  realm  of 
England  by  virtue  of  the  ordinances  and  statutes  aforesaid,  or 
of  any  other  ordinances  and  statutes  heretofore  made  or  hence- 
forth to  be  made  or  assigned,  in  accordance  with  the  power  and 
effect  of  the  letters  of  us  and  our  heirs  to  them  thence  granted 
and  to  be  granted,  has  and  is  wont  or  shall  have  to  be  inquired, 
and  for  all  and  singular  the  premises  and  other  things  whatever 


Regrating  was  the  offence  of  buyiug  corn,  etc.,  in  any  market,  and  selling  It  again  in  or  near  the 
market. 


no 
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Such 

Barrister- 
at-Law  to 
be  of  the 
quorum. 


That  they 
have  a 
Court  Leet 
within  the 
town. 


libertatem  et  procinctum  predict*  fact8  attemptata  sive  perpetrata 
ac  exnunc  fiend8  attemptanda  sive  perpetranda  quae  per  huiusmodi 
custodes  pacis  nostrae  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ac  iusticlarios  nostros 
et  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  huiusmodi  felonias  transgressiones  et 
malefacta  in  aliquo  comltatu  predlcto  audienda  et  terminanda 
assignata  et  assignanda  virtute  ordinac^um  et  statutorum  ac 
litterarum  predictarum  discuti  et  terminari  debent  et  solent  ac 
debebunt  per  ipsos  Maiorem  legis  peritum  quatuor  aldermannos 
et  quatuor  Burgenses  sic  eligend09  et  nominandos  novem  octo 
septem  sex  quinque  quatuor  tres  et  duos  eorum  quorum  huius- 
modi legis  peritum  de  tempore  in  tempus  unum  esse  volumus 
audiend0  et  terminand0  secundum  legem  et  consuetudinem  regni 
nostri  Angllae  ac  formam  ordinac^um  et  statutorum  predictorum, 
ita  quod  custodes  pacis  n°8trae  et  haeredum  nostrorum  et  iusticiarli 
nostri  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  huiusmodi  felonias  transgressiones 
et  malefacta  in  comitatu  Suthampton  facta  sive  perpetrata  aut  fiend8 
sive  perpetranda  audienda  et  terminand8  assignata  et  assignand8 
intra  villam  libertatem  et  procinctum  predict8  ad  aliquod  quod 
ad  custodes  pacis  seu  iusticiarl08  huiusmodi  pertinet  faciendum  non 
ingrediantur  nee  eorum  aliquis  ingrediatur  nee  se  inde  in  aliquo 
intromittant  nee  eorum  aliquis  intromittat  quovis  modo.  Volumus 
insuper  et  de  gratia  nostra  predicta  ac  ex  scientia  et  motu  nostris 
predictis  concessimus  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  predietis 
prefatis  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  quod 
ipsi  imperpetunm  habeant  in  supportac1onem  solucionis  feodi  firmae 
villae  predictae  libertatem  de  infangenethef  et  outefangenethef  ac 
visum  franciplegg"  et  omnia  quae  ad  huiusmodi  visum  pertinent 
infra  villam  libertatem  et  procinctum  predict8  necnon  omnes  et 
omnimodos  fines  pro  licentia  concordandi  ac  omnimoda  alia  fines 
exitus  redempc^es  amerciamenta  forisfacturas  et  deperdita  tarn 
coram  prefatis  Maiore  et  Ballivis  in  curia  n°8tra  predicta  quam 
coram  prefatis  custodibus  pacis  nostrae  et  haeredum  nostrorum  et 
iusticiarii8  nostris  et  haeredum  n°9trorum  ad  felonias  transgressiones  et 
malefacta  predicta  infra  villam  libertatem  et  procinctum  predict8 
audienda  et  terminanda  qualitercumque  forisfact8  et  forisfiend8  ac 
omnes  fines  exitus  redempc^es  amerciamenta  forisfacturas  et 
deperdita  omnium  et  singulorum  pro  transgressionibus  oppressjon- 
ibus  extorcWbus  decepcionibus  conspiracWbus  contemptibus 
concelamentis  regratariis  foristallariis  manutenentiis1  ambi- 


i  "Maintenance"  is  an  officious  intermeddling  in  an  action  that  in  no  way  belongs  to  one,  by  main- 
taining or  assisting  either  party,  with  money  or  otherwise,  to  prosecute  or  defend  it.  (The  shareholders 
of  the  Druce-Portland  Company  are  said  to  be  guilty  of  maintenance,) 
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within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  are  done, 
attempted  or  perpetrated,  and  henceforth  should  be  done, 
attempted  or  perpetrated  which  by  such  guardians  of  the  peace 
of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  by  the  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs,  have 
and  are  wont  and  shall  have  to  be  discussed  and  terminated  by 
virtue  of  the  said  ordinances  and  statutes  and  letters  for  hearing 
and  terminating  such  felonies,  transgressions  and  misdoings  in 
any  county  aforesaid  which  have  been  or  are  to  be  assigned  by 
the  same  mayor,  recorder,  four  aldermen,  and  four  burgesses 
thus  elected  and  nominated,  or  nine,  eight,  seven,  six,  five,  four, 
three  and  two  of  them,  of  whom  we  will  that  such  recorder 
from  time  to  time  shall  be  one,  for  hearing  and  terminating 
pleas  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  custom  of  our  realm  of 
England,  and  the  form  of  the  ordinance  and  statutes  aforesaid, 
so  that  the  guardians  of  the  peace  of  us  and  our  heirs  and  the 
justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  shall  not  enter,  nor  shall  any  of  them 
enter,  nor  shall  they  interfere,  nor  shall  any  of  them  in  any  way 
interfere  within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid  to  do 
anything  which  pertains  to  such  guardians  of  the  peace  or 
justices,  in  any  such  felonies,  transgressions  and  misdeeds  done  or 
perpetrated  or  to  be  done  or  perpetrated,  heard  and  terminated, 
assigned  or  to  be  assigned  in  the  county  of  Southampton. 
Moreover,  we  will  and  of  our  grace  aforesaid,  and  from  our  said 
knowledge  and  motion,  we  have  granted  for  us  and  our  heirs 
aforesaid  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their 
successors,  that  they  for  ever  shall  have  in  support  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fee  farm  of  the  said  town,  liberty  of  infangthef  and 
outfangthef  and  view  of  frankpledge  and  all  things  which 
belong  to  such  view  within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts 
aforesaid,  also  all  and  every  kind  of  fine  pro  licentia  concordandi, 
and  all  other  fines,  issues,  redemptions,  amercements,  forfeits 
and  mulcts,  both  before  the  said  mayor  and  bailiffs  in  our  said 
court,  and  before  the  said  guardians  of  the  peace  of  us  and  our 
heirs,  and  before  the  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  for  hearing  and 
terminating  the  felonies,  transgressions,  and  misdeeds  aforesaid 
within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  and  likewise 
money  forfeited  and  to  be  forfeited,  and  all  fines,  issues,  redemp- 
tions, amercements,  forfeits  and  mulcts  of  all  and  singular 
for  transgressions,  oppressions,  extortions,  frauds,  conspiracies, 
contempts,  concealments,  regratings,  forestallings,  maintenances, 
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dextris  mesprisWHbus1  et  aliis  falsitatibus  et  delictis  quibus- 
cumque  in  quibuscumque  curiis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  et 
coram  quibuscumque  iusticiariis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum 
forisfact18  et  forisfiend19,  necnon  omnia  bona  et  catalla  omnium  et 
singulorum  pro  prodic!one  felonia  contemptu  transgressione 
debito  compoto  vel  alia  acc^e  quacumque  ad  sectam  nostram 
vel  haeredum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  quorumcumque  qualiter- 
cumque  utlagata  et  waiviata2  et  utlaganda  et  waiviand*  infra 
villam  libertatem  et  procinctum  predicta  levanda  vel  invenienda. 
Ac  etiam  omnia  bona  et  catalla  omnium  et  singulorum  felonum 
de  seipsis  et  aliorum  felonum  quorumcumque  fugativorum  et 
dampnatorum  ac  dampnandorum  et  omnia  bona  et  catalla  omnium 
aliorum  quorumcumque  infra  :villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum 
predict11  qualitercumque  confiscanda,  necnon  omnimoda  bona  et 
catalla  waif  nuncupata  ac  annum,  diem  vastum  et  streppum  et 
omnia  quae  ad  nos  et  haeredes  nostros  pertinere  poter^nt  de  huius- 
modi  anno,  die,  vasto  et  streppo  infa  villam,  libertatem  et 
procinctum  predicta,  ita  quod  si  aliquis  pro  quacumque  prodicV'e 
felonia  vel  alia  accione  quacumque  vitam  vel  membrum  debeat 
amittere  vel  fugerit  et  iudicio  stare  noluerit  sive  utlagatus  fuerit 
vel  aliquod  aliud  delictum  vel  forisfactum  sive  aliquod  aliud 
fecerit  seu  de  eo  contingat  pro  quo  bona  et  catalla  sua  perdere 
debeat  ubicumque  iusticiam  inde  fieri  seu  annum,  diem,  vastum 
et  streppum  adiudicari  contingat  sive  sit  coram  nobis  vel 
haeredibus  nostris  aut  coram  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  in  cancel- 
laria  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  iusticiariis  nostris  et  haeredum 
nostrorum  de  communi  banco  thesaurariae  et  Baronibus  nostris  et 
haeredum  nostrorum  de  sc'Vio,  senescallo,  marescallo  vel  clerico 
mercati  hospitii  nostri  vel  haeredum  nostrorum  iusticiarlis  nostris  vel 
haeredum  nostrorum  itinerantibus  ad  commnnia  placita  et  placita 
coronae  ac  ad  placita  forestae3  iusticiariis  nostris  et  haeredum  n°9tro- 
rum  ad  assisas  iuratas  et  certificacVes  aut  quascumque  alias 
inquisic^es  capiendas  vel  gaolas  deliberandas  assignatas  et 
assignandas  iusticlariis  n°9tris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  prodiciones 
felonias,  transgressiones  vel  alias  res  quascumque  tarn  ad  sectam 
nostram  aut  haeredum  nostrorum  quam  aliorum  quorumcumque 
audiend89  et  terminandas  assignatas  et  assignandas  vel  coram 
custodibus  pacis  nostrae  vel  haeredum  n°9trorum  et  iustitiarii9  nostris 
vel  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  felonias,  transgressiones  et  malefacta 

i  Misprislon  is  the  concealment  of  a  felony. 

8  Goods  found  of  which  the  owner  is  not  known, 
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double-dealing,  misprision,  and  other  felonies  and  crimes  what- 
soever, forfeited  and  to  be  forfeited,  in  any  courts  of  us  and  our 
heirs  and  before  any  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs,  also  all  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  all  and  singular  for  treason,  felony,  con- 
tempt, transgression,  debt,  account  or  other  action  whatsoever 
levied  or  found  at  the  suit  of  us  or  our  heirs  or  of  any  others 
soever,  and  likewise  outlawed  and  waived  and  to  be  outlawed 
and  waived  within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid. 
And  also  all  goods  and  chattels  of  all  and  singular  felons  of 
their  own  body  and  of  any  other  felons  whatsoever,  fugitives 
and  condemned  and  to  be  condemned,  and  all  goods  and  chattels 
of  all  others  whatsoever  within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts 
aforesaid  in  any  wise  confiscated,  also  all  goods  and  chattels 
called  waif,  and  year,  day  arid  waste,  and  everything  which  may 
belong  to  us  and  our  heirs  from  such  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp, 
within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  so  that  if 
anyone  for  any  treason,  felony  or  any  other  action  whatsoever 
ought  to  love  life  or  limb,  or  shall  flee  and  refuse  to  stand  trial, 
or  shall  be  outlawed  or  shall  do  any  other  fault  or  forfeit  or 
anything  else,  or  from  this  it  shall  happen  that  he  ought  to  lose 
his  goods  and  chattels,  wherever  it  shall  happen  that  thereby 
justice  should  be  done,  or  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp  should  be 
adjudicated,  either  before  us  or  our  heirs,  or  before  us  and  our 
heirs  in  the  chancellory  of  us  and  our  heirs,  before  the  justices 
of  us  and  our  heirs  of  the  common  bench  of  the  treasury,  and 
before  the  barons  of  us  and  our  heirs  of  our  exchequer,  before 
the  seneschal,  marshal  or  clerk  of  the  market  of  us  or  our  heirs, 
before  the  justices  in  eyre  of  us  or  our  heirs  for  taking  the 
common  pleas  and  the  pleas  of  the  crown  and  for  the  pleas  of 
the  forest,  before  the  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  for  taking 
assizes,  juries  and  certifications,  or  any  other  inquests  what- 
soever, or  gaols  deliveries  appointed  by  the  justices  of  us  and 
our  heirs,  for  hearing  and  determining  and  assigning  treasons, 
felonies,  transgressions,  or  any  other  thing  whatsoever  both  at 
the  suit  of  us  or  our  heirs  and  of  any  others  soever,  either  before 
the  guardians  of  the  peace  of  us  or  our  heirs  or  before  the  justices 
of  us  or  our  heirs  for  hearing  and  determining  felonies,  trans- 
gressions, and  misdeeds  assigned  or  to  be  assigned  in  any  county 


3  The  forest  courts  were  distinct  from  the  courts  of  the  shire,  although  in  the  shires  in  which  there 
were  royal  forests  the  same  persons  who  were  hound  to  attend  the  shire-moot  were  forced  to  do  suit  at 
the  forest  courts.  (See  Assize  of  Woodttock.) 

H 
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in  quocumque  comitatu  regni  n°8tri  Angliae  aut  aliis  locis  quibus- 
curnque  audienda  et  terminanda  assignata  et  assignanda  aut  coram 
quibuscumque  aliis  official115  vel  ministris  nostris  aut  haeredum 
n°8trorum  tarn  in  presentia  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  quam  in 
absentia  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  aut  in  quibuscumque  aliis 
curlls,  locis  et  placeis  sint  ip8a  fines  exitus  redempc'ones  amercia- 
menta  forisfacturae  deperdita  bona  et  catalla  annus  dies  vastum 
et  streppum  et  omnia  alia  quae  ad  huiusmodi  annum,  diem, 
vastum  et  streppum  pertinent  et  pertinere  poterint  ubicumque 
infra  villam  libertatem  et  procinctum  predict8  inveniri  poterunt 
ipsorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  in  supportac^em 
soluc^is  foedi  firmae  predictae.  Ac  bene  licebit  prefatis  Maiori, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  ponere  in  se  in 
seisinam  de  dictis  finibus,  exitibus,  redempcVibus,  amerciamentis, 
forisfacturis,  deperditis,  bonis  et  catallis  ac  anno,  die,  vasto  et 
streppo  huiusmodi  infra  villam  libertatem  et  procinctum  predict* 
inveniend18  eademque  ad  opus  et  proficuum  predictorum  Maioris, 
Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  et  successorum  suorum  ex  causa 
predicta  per  se  aut  officiarios  seu  ministros  suos  levare  recipere 
et  retincre  absque  aliquo  nob18  aut  haeredibus  n°8tris  inde  reddendo 
et  absque  impetic^e,  molestacVe  seu  impedimento  n0:!tri  vel 
haeredum  nostrorum  iusticiariornm  escaetorum  vicecomitum  aut 
aliorum  officiariorum  seu  ministrorum  nostrorum  aut  haeredum 
n"strorum  quorumcumque,  ita  quod  nullus  alius  vicecomes, 
escaetor  aut  quivis  alius  officiarius  noster  intra  villam 
libertatem  et  procinctum  predict8  preterquam  predicti  Maior  et 
Ballivi  villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes  ad  huiusmodi  fines 
exitus  redempciones  amerciamenta  forisfactura  deperdita  bona  et 
catalla  aut  annum  diem  vastum  et  streppum  seu  aliquod  quod 
ad  huiusmodi  annum,  diem,  vastum,  et  streppum  pertinet  seu 
potent  pertinere  ibidem  seisienda  levanda  attachiand8  seu 
recipiend8  ingrediatnr  nee  se  inde  in  aliquo  intromittat  quovis- 
modo.  Volumus  insuper  et  per  presentes  concedimus  prefatis 
Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  quod  ipsi 
se  appruare  et  commodum  suum  facere  possint  de  omnibus  pur- 
presturis  tam  in  terris  quam  in  aquis  faciend16  in  et  de  omnibus 
vastis  infra  limites  et  bundas  libertatis  villae  predictae  in  auxilium 
et  subvent1onem  tam  soluc1onis  foedi  firmae  villae  predictae  quam 
Mayor,  etc.,  supportacionis  onerum  eidem  villae  de  tempore  in  tempus 
not  to  be  incumbentium  salvo  semper  iure  cuiuslibet.  Et  ulterius  de 
on%uieied  gratia  n°8tra  predlcta  et  ex  scientia  et  motu  n°8tris  predictis  con- 
thc  cessimus  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  predlctis  prefatis  Maiori, 
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of  our  realm  of  England  or  in  any  other  places  whatsoever,  or 
before  any  other  officers  or  servants  of  us  or  our  heirs,  both  in 
the  presence  of  us  and  our  heirs  and  in  the  absence  of  us  and 
our  heirs,  or  in  any  other  courts,  localities  and  places  what- 
soever, there  be  the  same  fines,  issues,  redemptions,  amercements, 
forfeitures,  mulcted  goods  and  chattels,  year,  day,  waste  and 
strepp,  and  all  others  which  pertain  or  may  pertain  to  such  year, 
day,  waste  and  strepp,  wherever  they  may  be  found  within  the 
town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  in  support  of  the  payment 
of  the  fee  farm  of  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses.  And 
it  shall  be  quite  lawful  for  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
and  their  successors  to  put  themselves  in  possession  of  the  said 
fines,  issues,  redemptions,  amercements,  forfeitures,  goods  and 
chattels  distrained,  and  such  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp  found 
within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  and  to  levy, 
receive  and  retain  the  same  for  the  need  and  profit  of  the  said 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  from  the  cause 
aforesaid  by  themselves  or  their  officers  or  servants,  without 
rendering  thence  anything  to  us  or  our  heirs  and  without  let, 
molestation  or  hindrance  of  us  or  our  heirs,  of  the  justices, 
escheators,  sheriffs  or  other  officers  or  servants  of  us  or  our  heirs 
whatsoever,  so  that  no  other  sheriff,  escheator  or  any  other 
officer  of  us  shall  enter  or  in  any  way  whatever  interfere  within 
the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  except  the  said  mayor 
and  bailiffs  of  the  said  town  for  the  time  existing,  in  seizing, 
levying,  attaching  or  recovering  such  fines,  issues,  redemptions, 
amercements,  goods  and  chattels  distrained,  or  year,  day,  waste 
and  strepp,  or  whatever  pertains  or  may  pertain  to  such  year, 
day,  waste  or  strepp.  Moreover,  we  will  and  by  these  presents 
grant  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  suc- 
cessors that  they  may  approve  themselves  and  make  their  own 
valuation  for  all  purprestures  made  both  on  land  and  water,  in 
and  concerning  all  wastes  within  the  limits  and  bounds  of  the 
liberty  of  the  said  town  in  help  and  aid  both  of  the  payment  of 
the  fee  farm  of  the  said  town,  and  of  the  support  of  the  burdens 
falling  upon  the  same  town  from  time  to  time,  save  always  the 
right  of  anyone.  And,  further,  of  our  said  grace  and  of  our  said 
knowledge  and  motion  we  have  granted  for  us  and  our  heirs  to 
the  said  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  sue- 
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Ballivis,  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  q"°d  nullus  eorum 
infa  villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum  predicta  pro-  tempore 
commorans  et  residens  exnunc  extra  villam  libertatem  et 
procinctum  predict*  contra  voluntatem  suam  ponatur  aut 
impanelletur  in  aliquibus  assisis,  iuratis,  inquisit^ibus  attinctis 
seu  recognic]onibus  quibuscumque  nos  vel  haeredes  nostros  aut 
alios  quoscumque  tangendis  nee  fiat  assessor,  taxator,  seu 
collector  decimarum  quintarum  decimarum  aut  aliorum  tallagi- 
orum  imposic'o1^!131  seu  subsidiorum  quorumcumque  nobis  aut 
haeredibus  nostris  qualitercumque  concessorum  vel  concedendorum 
seu  alicuius  partis  sive  parcellae  eorundem  seu  eorum  alicuius 
collector  rationabilis  auxilii1  ad  primogenitum  filium  nostrum  et 
haeredum  nostrorum  militem  faciendum  seu  ad  primogenitam 
filiam  nostram  et  haeredum  nostrorum  maritandam  extra  villam, 
libertatem  et  procinctum  predict"1  nee  ordinetlir  sive  assignet111' 
constabularius,  ballivus  sive  quivis  alius  ofriciarius  vel  minister 
noster  aut  haeredum  nostrorum  extra  eandem  villam,  libertatem  et 
procinctum  nee  ad  aliquod  ofricium  sive  onus  superius  recitatum 
nee  aliquod  aliud  ofncium  faciendum,  recipiend1""  aut  occupandum 
contra  voluntatem  suam  extra  villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum 
predict3  vocetnr,  compellaf"'  sive  arcetlir  quovis  niodo.  Et  quod 
licet  aliquis  predictorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  seu 
successorum  suorum  infra  villam,  libcrtatem  et  procinctum 
predict*1  commorans  et  residens  extra  villam,  libertatem  et 
procinctum  ilia  in  aliquibus  huiusmodi  assisis,  iuratis,  inquis- 
icjonibus  attinctis  seu  aliis  recognicio11ibus  quibuscumque  contra 
voluntatem  suam  positus,  impanellatus  sive  retornatus  fuerit 
seu  ad  aliqua  officia  sive  onera  supradicta  vel  aliquod  aliud 
ofncium  extra  villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum  predicta  eligatur 
ipseque  coram  iusticiariis  nostris  seu  aliis  commissionariis  aut 
officiariis  nostris  seu  haeredum  nostrorum  coram  quibus  huiusmodi 
assisas,  iuratas,  inquisitors  attinctas  seu  recognic^es  summoned 
vel  retornari  contigerit  venire  seu  comparere  et  in  eisdem 
assis's,  iuratis,  inquisicionibus  attinctis  seu  recognic^ibus 
iurari  seu  triari  aut  ofncia  seu  onera  predicta  facere,  recipere  aut 
occupare  recusaverit,  ipse  tamen  sic  recusans  contemptum 
amerciamentum,  p°enam,  forisfacturam  seu  deperditum  aliquod 
occasWbus  illis  seu  earum  aliqua  erga  nos  aut  haeredes  nostros 
non  incurrat  quovis  modo,  sed  inde  tarn  coram  quibuscumque 


i  The  Feudal  System  had  five  legal  qualities  :  (a)  The  Hereditability  of  the  grant  of  land  ;  (6)  the 
Relief,  or  handing  over  arms  when  the  land  was  handed  to  another  person  ;  (c)  the  Wardship,  which 
enabled  the  king  to  use  the  revenues  during  minority  ;  (d)  the  Escheat,  or  forfeiture  of  land  if  the 
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cessors,  that  none  of  them  for  the  time  tarrying  and  dwelling 
within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid  shall  henceforth, 
without  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  be  placed  or 
impanelled  against  their  will  on  any  assizes,  juries,  inquests, 
attaints  or  recognitions  whatsoever  touching  us  or  our  heirs  or 
any  others  whatsoever,  nor  be  made  assessor,  taxer  or  collector 
of  the  tenth,  fifteenth  or  any  other  talliage,  imposition  or  subsidy 
whatsoever  granted  or  to  be  granted  to  us  or  our  heirs  in  any 
wise,  or  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  same  or  of  any  of  them,  or 
collector  of  the  reasonable  aid  for  the  knighthood  of  the  eldest 
son  of  us  and  our  heirs  or  for  marrying  the  eldest  daughter  of  us 
and  our  heirs  without  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid, 
nor  shall  he  be  ordained  or  appointed  constable,  bailiff  or  any 
other  officer  or  servant  of  us  or  our  heirs  without  the  same  town, 
liberty  and  precincts,  nor  shall  he  be  called,  compelled,  or  forced 
in  any  way  to  do,  receive  or  occupy  any  other  office  or  burden 
above  mentioned  or  any  other  office  against  his  will,  without 
the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid.  And  that,  although 
any  of  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  or  their  successors 
tarrying  and  residing  within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts 
aforesaid  shall  have  been  placed,  impanelled  or  returned  with- 
out that  town,  liberty  and  precincts  on  any  such  assizes,  juries, 
inquests,  attaints  or  other  recognitions  whatsoever  contrary  to 
their  will,  or  shall  be  elected  to  any  offices  or  burdens  above 
mentioned  or  any  other  office  without  the  town,  liberty  and 
precincts  aforesaid,  and  although  he  shall  refuse  to  come  or 
appear  before  our  justices  or  other  commissioners  or  officers  of 
us  or  our  heirs,  before  whom  it  shall  happen  that  such  assizes, 
juries,  inquests,  attaints  or  recognitions  are  summoned  or  re- 
turned, and  to  be  sworn  or  tried  at  the  same  assizes,  juries, 
inquests,  attaints  or  recognitions  or  to  undertake  the  offices  or 
burdens  aforesaid,  nevertheless  he  so  refusing  shall  not  in  any 
way  incur  any  contempt,  amercement,  penalty,  forfeit  or  loss  on 
those  occasions  or  any  of  them  towards  us  or  our  heirs,  but  both 
before  any  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  and  before  the  treasurer 
and  barons  of  us  and  our  heirs  of  the  exchequer,  and  in  any 


Holder  died  without  heirs  or  committed  felony ;  (e)  Aids.  These  were  paid  by  the  holder  of  land 
(i)  for  his  over-lord  when  taken  prisoner,  (ii)  to  his  over-lord  when  his  eldest  daughter  was  married, 
liii)  and  when  his  eldest  son  was  knighted. 
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iusticlarlis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  quam  coram  thesaurarl° 
et  Baronibus  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  de  scaccario  et  in 
quocumque  alio  loco  de  recordo  ac  aliis  commissionariis  et 
officiariis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  per  to  turn  regnum  nostrum 
Angliae  quietus  sit  imperpetuum  et  exoneratus,  eo  quod  expressa 
mentio  de  vero  valore  annuo  aut  quovis  alio  valore  premissorum 
seu  eorum  alicuius  aut  de  aliis  don  is  et  concessWbus  prefatis 
Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  aut  Burgensibus  villae  predlctae 
seu  predecessoribus  suis  per  nos  aut  aliquem  progenitorum 
nostrorum  ante  haec  tempora  factis  in  presentibus  minime  f^tis 
existit,  aut  aliquo  statuto,  actu,  ordinac^e,  usu,  consuetudine 
vel  provisjone  incontrarium  fact19,  habit18,  usitat18  vel  provis18  aut 
aliqua  alia  re,  causa  vel  materia  quacumque  non  obstante. 
Hiis  Testibus  venerabilibus  patribus  Th.  Cantuarien$I,  totius 
Angliae  Primate  et  Apostolicae  sedis,  legato,  consanguineo  n°9tro 
carissimo,  W.  Ebor,  Angliae  Primate,  Archiepiscopis,  G.  Exon, 
carissimo  consanguineo  nostro  et  cancellario,  W.  Elien,  Episcopo, 
Georgio  Claren,  Ricardo  Gloucestr,  ducibus,  fratribus  n°9tris 
praecarissimis,  Ricardo  Warr,  Angliae  Senescallo,  Henr.  Essex, 
Thesanrario  nostro,  comitibus,  consanguineis  nostris  carissimis  ac 
dilectis  et  fidelibus  nostris,  Johanne  de  Mountague  et  Willelmo 
Hastynges,  Camerar10  nostro,  militibus,  ac  dilecto  clerico  nostro, 
Roberto  Stillyngton,  custode  privati  sigilli  nostri,  et  aliis. 
Datum  per  manum  nostram  apud  Westmonasterium  sexto  decimo 
die  Decembris,  anno  regni  nostri  primo. 

Per  ipsum  regem  et  de  data  predlcta  auctoritate  parliamenti. 
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place  of  record  and  before  other  commissioners  and  officers  of  us 
and  our  heirs  throughout  our  whole  realm  of  England  he  shall 
be  quit  for  ever  and  exonerated,  provided  that  express  mention 
appears  of  the  true  annual  value  or  any  other  value  of  the 
premises  or  any  of  them,  or  of  other  gifts  and  concessions  to 
the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  or  to  their 
predecessors  made  by  us  or  any  of  our  predecessors  heretofore, 
not  made  in  these  premises,  or  on  the  contrary  made,  had,  used 
or  provided  by  any  statute,  act,  ordinance,  use,  custom  or 
provision,  or  by  any  other  thing,  cause  or  matter  whatsoever 
notwithstanding.  Witnessed  by  the  venerable  fathers,  Thomas, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England  and  legate  of 
the  Apostolic  See,  our  very  dear  cousin,  William,  Archbishop  of 
York,  primate,  George,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  our  very  dear  cousin  and 
Chancellor,  William,  Bishop  of  Ely,  George,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  our  very  dear  brothers,  Richard, 
Earl  Warrenne,  Seneschal  of  England,  Henry,  Earl  of  Essex, 
our  Treasurer,  our  dear  cousins,  and  our  beloved  and  faithful 
Sir  John  de  Montague,  and  Sir  William  Hastynges,  our  Chamber- 
lain, and  our  beloved  clerk,  Robert  Stillyngton,  keeper  of  our 
private  seal,  and  others.  Given  by  our  hand  at  Westminster,  on 
the  1 6th  day  of  December,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign. 

By  the  same  king  of  the  date  aforesaid  by  the  authority  of 
Parliament.     [A.D.  1461^] 
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XIV. 
8    EDWARD    IY,    1568. 


EDWARDUS  del  gratla  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae  omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  salutem. 
Inspeximus  litteras  patentes  Henrici  sexti  nuper  de  facto  et  non 
de  iure  regis  Angliae  factae  in  haec  verba. 

[Here  follows  verbatim  Charter  No.  X,  23  Henry  VI, 
see  p.  54.] 

Nos  autem  litteras  predictas  sic  omnia  et  singula  in  eisdem 
contenta  rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris 
quantum  in  nobis  est  acceptamus  et  approbamus  ac  nunc  Maiori 
et  Burgensibus  villae  predictae  et  eorum  successoribus  ratificamus 
et  confirmamus  prout  litterae  predictae  ratlonabiliter  testantur.  In 
cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes. 
Teste  meipso  apud  Westmonasterinm  duodecimo  die  Junii  anno  regni 
nostri  octavo. 
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[TRANSLATION.: 


Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
greeting.  We  have  inspected  the  letters  patent  of  Henry  VI, 
lately  de  facto  and  not  de  jure  King  of  England,  done  in  these 
words : 

[Here  follows  verbatim  Charter  No.  X,  23  Henry  VI, 
see  p.  55.] 

We,  however,  accept  and  approve  of  the  said  letters,  having 
ratified  all  and  singular  the  articles  contained  in  the  same,  and 
having  given  security  for  them  for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in 
us  lies ;  and  now  we  ratify  and  confirm  them  to  the  present 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  and  their  successors,  as 
the  aforesaid  letters  reasonably  testify.  In  testimony  of  which  we 
have  caused  these  our  letters  patent  to  be  granted.  Witnessed 
by  myself  at  Westminster  on  the  i2th  day  of  June,  in  the  eighth 
year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1468.] 
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XV. 
20    EDWARD    IV,    1480. 

EDWARDUS  dei  gratia,  Rex  Angliae  et  Franci8e  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae,  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Duc- 
ibus,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis,  Vicecomitibus,  prepositis, 
Recites  part  ministris  et  omnibus  ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis,  salutem.     Sciatis 
lEdiriuFdIY.  Qu°d  culn  nos  P*  litteras  nostras  patcntes   quorum  data  est  sexto- 
decimo die  Decembris,  anno  regni  nostri  primo,  de  gratia  nostra 
sp^iali    ac   ex    ccrta    scientia   et   mero    motu    nostris   inter  alia 
concessimus  pro  nobis   et   haeredibus  nostris  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  villae  Suthampton  et   successoribus  suis  inter  alia 
quod  ipsi  imperpetuum  haberent  in  supportac1onem  soluc'o'Ms  feodi 
firmae  villae  predietae  omnes  et  omnimod°  fines  pro  licentia  con- 
cordandi,1    prout    in    concessione   ilia    inde    plenius   continetnr. 
As  the  said    lamque  ex   parte    Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  eiusdem 
not'go™     villae  accepimus  q™d  concessio  ilia  quoad  diversa  de  premissis  in 
in  law.          concessVe   ilia   specificata   eis   minus  valide  existunt  in  lege, 
nosque   volentes  pro   maiori    securitate  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et 
For  the         Burgensium  villae  Suthampton  predictae  in  hac  parte  providcre, 
securit*  of    de  gfatia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  certa  scientia  et  mero  motu  nostris 
the  Mayor,    concedimus  et  confirmamus  nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
villae    Suthampton     predictae    et     successoribus    suis    quod    ipsi 
imperpetuum    habeant    infra    villam,   libertatem   et   procinctum 
predicta  in  supportac^em   solucionis  feodi  firmae  eiusdem  villae 

All  fines        omnes  et  omnimodos  fines  pro   licentia   concordandi  ac  omnimoda 
pro  licentia  _  . .  .,  ._   .  r     .   PaCA     as 

concordandi,  alia    fines,   exitus,    redempc  o  es,   am  ciamenta,    lorisr  tur      et 

etc*  deperdita  omuium  residentium  et  omniu1"  integre  tenentium   et 

non  integre  tenentium  infra  villam  Suthampton  predict116  ac  infra 
libertatem  et  procinctum  eiusdem  villae  tarn  coram  prefatis 
Maiore  et  Ballivis  et  successoribus  suis  in  curia  nostra  et  haeredum 
nostrorum  q^m  coram  custodibus  pacis  nostrae  et  haeredum  nostro- 
rum  et  iusticiariis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  felonias, 
transgressiones  et  malefacta  infra  eandem  villain,  libertatem  et 
procinctum  audienda  et  terminanda  qualitercumque  forisfact11  et 
forisfienda  ac  omnia  fines,  exitus,  redempc1ones,  amerciamenta, 
forisfacturas  et  deperdita  o^iu1"  et  singulorum  residentium  et  non 
residentium  ad  villam  Suthampton  predlctam  confluentium  ac 
omnium  inhabitantium  necnon  omniu!"  integre  tenentium  et  non 


Here  follows  an  extract  from  Charter  No.  XIII,  1  Edward  IV. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  his  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors, 
dukes,  earls,  barons,  justices,  sheriffs,  reeves,  servants,  and  all  his 
bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects,  greeting.  Know  ye  that  when  we 
by  our  letters  patent,  of  which  the  date  is  the  i6th  day  of 
December,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign,  of  our  special  grace  and 
from  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  amongst  other 
things  granted  for  us  and  our  heirs  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southampton  and  their  successors, 
among  other  things  that  they  for  ever  should  have  in  support 
of  the  payment  of  the  fee  farm  of  the  said  town  all  and  every 
kind  of  fine  pro  licentia  concordandi,  etc.,  as  is  contained  more 
fully  thereof  in  that  grant.  And  now,  on  behalf  of  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  \ve  have  heard  that  that 
grant,  as  far  as  divers  of  the  premises  specified  in  that  grant,  is 
riot  good  in  law,  and  we,  wishing  herewith  to  provide  for  the 
greater  security  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
said  town  of  Southampton,  of  our  special  grace  and  of  our 
certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  grant  and  confirm  to  the 
present  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  of  South- 
ampton and  to  their  successors,  that  they  for  ever  shall  have 
within  the  town,  liberty  and  precincts  aforesaid,  in  support  of  the 
payment  of  the  fee  farm  of  the  same  town,  all  and  every  kind 
of  fine  pro  licentia  concordandi,  and  all  other  fines,  issues,  redemp- 
tions, amercements,  forfeits  and  distraints  of  all  the  residents 
and  tenants,  whether  wholly  or  in  part  within  the  said  town  of 
Southampton  and  within  the  liberty  and  precincts  of  the  same 
town,  both  before  the  said  mayor  and  bailiffs  and  their  suc- 
cessors in  the  court  of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  before  the  guardians 
of  the  peace  of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  the  justices  of  us  and  our 
heirs,  for  felonies,  transgressions,  and  evildoing  within  the  same 
town,  liberty  and  precincts,  to  be  heard  and  terminated  and 
in  any  way  forfeited  and  to  be  forfeited,  and  all  fines,  issues, 
redemptions,  amercements,  forfeits,  and  distraints  of  all  and 
singular  the  residents  and  non-residents  coming  to  the  said  town 
of  Southampton,  and  of  all  the  inhabitants,  also  of  all  tenants, 
whether  wholly  or  in  part  residing  within  the  same  town, 
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integre  tenentium  infra  ea(n)dem  villam,  libertatem  et  pro- 
For  all  cinctum  pro  quibuscumque  transgressionibus,  oppressionibus,  extor- 
contempts,  cionibus,  decepcV'ibus,  conspiracVHbus,  contemptibus,  concel- 
etCt  amentis,  regratiis,  forstallariis,  manutenentiis,  ambidextriis, 

imbratiariis,1  mesprisionibus  et  aliis  falsitatibus  et  aliis  delictis 
quibuscumque  in  quibuscumque  cur i is  nosfcris  et  haeredum  nostro- 
rum  tam  coram  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris,  iusticiariis  nostris  et 
haeredum  nostrorum  de  banco  Baronibus  de  Scaccario  nostro  et 
haeredum  nostrorum  qaam  quibuscumque  aliis  iusticiariis  sive 
commissionariis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  forisfact19  et 
forisfiend18,  necnon  omnia  bona  et  catalla  omnium  et  singulorum 
huiusmodi  inhabitantium  integre  tenentium  et  non  integre 
tenentium  ac  residentium  infra  eandem  villam,  libertatem  et 
procinctum  pro  prodicW'e,  felonia,  contemptu,  transgressV'e 
debito,  compoto  vel  aliqua  alia  acc'o1^  sive  occas'o1^  qua- 
cumque  ad  sectam  nostram  vel  haeredum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum 
quorumcumque  qualitercumque  utlagatorum  et  waiviatorum  ac 
utlagandorum  et  waiviandorum  infra  eandem  villam,  libertatem 
All  goods  et  procinctum  existentium  inventa  vel  invenienda.  Ac  etiam 
of  felons  °mnia  bona  et  catalla  omnium  et  singulorum  huiusmodi  tenentium 
within  the  residentium  et  omnium  felonum  et  inhabitantium  de  seipsis  et 
aliorum  felonum  quorumcumque  fugitivorum  et  dampnatorum 
ac  dampnandorum  et  omuia  bona  et  catalla  onmium  aliorum 
quorumcumque  infra  eandem  villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum 
commorantium  residentium  sive  inhabitantium  qualitercumque 
confiscata  sive  forisfacta,  confiscanda  sive  forisfienda,  necnon 
omnimoda  bona  et  catalla,  wayff  sive  strayff  nuncupata  ac  annum 
diem  vastum  et  streppum  et  omnia  qutte  ad  nos  et  haeredes  nostros 
pertinere  poterint  de  huiusmodi  anno,  die,  vasto  et  streppo  infra 
ea(n)dem  villam,  libertatem  et  procinctum ;  ita  qnod  si  aliquis 
huiusmodi  commorantium  residentium  inhabitantium  sive 
tenentium  integre  tenentium  et  non  integre  tenentium  pro 
quacumque  prodic1one,  felonia  vel  alia  accjone  sive  occas'o^ 
quacumque  vitam  vel  membrum  debeat  amittere  vel  fugeret 
et  iudicio  stare  noluerit  sive  utlagatus  fuerit  vel  aliquod  aliud 
delictum  vel  forisfactum  sive  aliquod  aliud  fecerit  seu  de  eo 
contingat  pro  quo  finem  facere  vel  bona  et  catalla  sua  perdere 
debeat  ubicumque  iustitiam  inde  fieri  seu  annum,  diem,  vastum 
et  streppum  adiucari  contigerit  sive  sit  coram  nobis  vel  haered- 


l  In  one  writer,  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  a  historian  of  the  fourth  century,  there  is  found  a  Late 
Latin  word,  imbractiari,  "to  overlay  with  leaf  metal,"  from  which  we  gather  that  silver  coins  were 
at  this  period  covered  with  gold  leaf  by  certain  sharpers  corresponding  to  our  false-coiners. 
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liberty  and  precincts,  for  whatsoever  transgressions,  oppressions, 
extortions,  deceptions,  conspiracies,  contempts,  concealments, 
regratings,  forestallings,  maintenances,  double-dealings,  false- 
coining,  misprisions  and  other  felonies  and  crimes  whatsoever, 
in  any  courts  whatsoever  of  us  and  our  heirs,  both  before  us  and 
our  heirs,  the  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  of  the  Common  Bench, 
the  barons  of  the  exchequer  of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  before  any 
other  justices  or  commissioners  of  us  and  our  heirs  whatsoever, 
forfeited  and  to  be  forfeited,  also  all  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
all  and  singular  such  inhabitants,  tenants,  whether  wholly  or  in 
part,  and  residents  within  the  same  town,  liberty  and  precincts, 
for  any  betrayal,  felony,  contempt,  transgression,  debt,  account, 
or  any  other  action  or  occasion  whatsoever  at  the  suit  of  us  or 
our  heirs  or  of  any  others  whatsoever,  and  likewise  the  goods 
found  or  to  be  found  belonging  to  persons  outlawed  and  waived 
or  to  be  outlawed  and  waived  existing  within  the  same  town, 
liberty  and  precincts.  And  also  all  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
all  and  singular  such  tenants,  residents  and  all  felons  and  of 
those  inhabiting  the  town  and  of  any  other  felons  whatsoever, 
both  fugitives  and  condemned  and  to  be  condemned,  and  all  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  all  others  whatsoever  lodging,  residing  or 
dwelling  within  the  same  town,  liberty  and  precincts,  and  like- 
wise goods  confiscated  or  forfeited,  to  be  confiscated  or  forfeited, 
also  all  kinds  of  goods  and  chattels  called  waifs  and  strays,  and 
year,  day,  waste  and  strepp,  and  everything  which  may  pertain 
to  us  and  our  heirs  of  such  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp  within 
the  same  town,  liberty  and  precincts  ;  so  that  if  any  such  lodger, 
resident,  inhabitant,  whether  wholly  or  in  part,  for  any  treason, 
felony  or  other  action  or  occasion  whatsoever,  ought  to  lose 
life  or  limb,  or  should  flee  justice  and  be  unwilling  to  stand 
judgment,  or  should  be  outlawed,  or  should  commit  any  other 
crime  or  offence  or  anything  else,  or  if  it  should  happen  that  he 
ought  to  pay  a  fine  or  lose  his  goods  and  chattels,  wherever  it 
may  chance  that  thereby  justice  should  be  executed  or  year,  day, 
waste  and  strepp  adjudicated,  whether  before  us  or  our  heirs,  or 
before  us  and  our  heirs  in  the  chancellory  of  us  and  our  heirs, 
before  the  justices  of  the  bench  of  us  and  our  heirs,  before  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer  of  us  and  our  heirs,  before  a  seneschal, 
marshal,  or  clerk  of  the  market  of  the  household  of  us  or  our 
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lawfulVoJ 
the  Mayor, 

ail  suchtake 
fines. 


ibus  nostris  aut  coram  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  in  cancellaria 
n°8tra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  iusticiariis  n°9tris  et  haeredum  nostro- 
rum  de  banco  Baronibus  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  de  scaccario 
senescallo  marescallo  vel  clerico  mercati  hospitii  nostri  vel 
haeredum  nostrorum  iusticiariis  n°9tris  vel  haeredum  nostrorum 


itinerantibus  ac  ad  communia  placita  et  placita  coronV  ac  ad 
placita  .forestae2  iusticiariis  nostris  et  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  assisas 
iuratas  et  certificates  aut  quascumque  alias  inquisic1ones 
capiendas  vel  gaolas  deliberand69  assignatis  et  assignandis 
iusticiariis  nostris  vel  haeredum  nostrorum  ad  prodic^es  felonias 
transgress^es  vel  alias  res  quascumque  tarn  ad  sectam  nostram 
aut  haeredum  n°9trorum  quam  aliorum  quorumcumque  audiendas 
et  terminandas  assignatis  et  assignand13  vel  custddibus  pacis 
nostrae  vel  haeredum  n°9trorum  et  iusticiariis  n°9tris  vel  haeredum 
nostrorum  ad  felonias  transgress1ones  et  malefacta  in  quocumque 
comitatu  regni  nostri  Angliae  aut  aliis  locis  quibuscumque 
audienda  et  terminand8  assignatis  et  assignand18  aut  coram 
quibuscumque  aliis  officiariis  vel  ministris  nostris  aut  haeredum 
nostrorum  tarn  in  presentia  nostra  et  haeredum  nostrorum  quam  in 
absentia  n°8tra  et  haeredum  n°8trorum  aut  in  quibuscumque  aliis 
curiis  locis  et  placeis  omnia  predicta  fines,  exitus,  redempcjones 
amerciamenta  forisf^tur^  deperdita  bona  et  catalla  annus 
dies  vastum  et  streppum  et  omnia  quae  ad  huiusmodi  annum 
diem  vastum  et  streppum  pertinent  seu  pertinere  poterint 
ubicumque  infra  eandem  villam  libertatem  et  procinctum 
invenire  poterunt  sint  ipsorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Bur- 
gensium  et  successorum  suorum  in  supportac1onem  soluclonis 
feodi  nrmae  predictae.  Ac  bene  licebit  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis 
et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  per  se  et  ministros  suos 
ponere  se  in  seisinam  de  omnibus  et  singulis  dictis  finibus,  exit- 
ibus,  redempc^ibus,  amerciamentis  forisfacturis  deperditis  bonis 
et  catallis  anno  die  vasto  et  streppo  huiusmodi  infra  ea(n)dem 
villam  libertatem  et  procinctum  inveniend18  levandis  seu  habend18 
eademque  ad  opus  et  proficuum  predictorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum 
et  Burgensium  et  successorum  suorum  per  se  aut  officiarios  seu 
ministros  suos  levare  recipere  et  retinere  absque  compoto  de 
aliquo  nobis  aut  haeredibus  n°9tris  reddend0  et  absque  impeticione, 


1  The  "  pleas  of  the  crown  "  (in  reality,  the  code  of  criminal  law)  were  BO  called  because  the 
sovereign,  in  whom  centres  the  majesty  of  the  whole  community,  is  supposed  by  the  law  to  be  the 
person  injured  by  every  wrong  done  to  that  community  ;  and  he  is,  therefore,  in  all  cases,  the  proper 
prosecutor  for  every  such  offence. 

2  Under  the  Norman  kings  whole  counties  had  been  depopulated  for  the  purpose  of  the  King's 
royal  diversion,  and  subjected  "  both  them  and  all  the  antient  forests  of  the  kingdom,  to  the  unreason- 
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heirs,  before  the  justices  in  eyre  of  us  and  our  heirs  and  at  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Pleas  of  the  Crown  and  Forest 
Pleas,  before  the  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs  at  assizes,  juries 
and  certifications  or  any  other  inquests  to  be  held,  or  gaol 
deliveries,  before  the  justices  of  us  or  our  heirs  appointed  or  to 
be  appointed  for  treasons,  felonies,  transgressions,  or  any  other 
things  whatsoever,  both  at  the  suit  of  us  or  our  heirs,  and  of  any 
others  whatsoever  to  be  heard  and  terminated,  or  before  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  us  or  our  heirs  appointed  and  to  be 
appointed,  and  before  the  judges  of  us  and  our  heirs  appointed 
and  to  be  appointed  for  hearing  and  terminating  felonies,  trans- 
gressions and  misdeeds  in  any  county  of  our  realm  of  England 
or  in  any  other  places  whatsoever,  or  before  any  other  officers  or 
servants  of  us  or  our  heirs,  both  in  the  presence  of  us  and  our 
heirs  and  in  the  absence  of  us  and  our  heirs,  or  in  any  other 
soever  courts,  localities  and  places,  all  the  said  fines,  issues, 
redemptions,  amercements,  forfeitures,  forfeited  goods  and 
chattels,  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp  and  everything  which 
belongs  or  may  belong  to  such  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp 
wherever  they  may  be  found  within  the  same  town,  liberty  and 
precincts,  shall  belong  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
and  their  successors  in  support  of  the  payment  of  the  said  fee 
farm.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  and  their  successors  by  themselves  and  their  servants 
to  put  themselves  in  possession  of  all  and  singular  the  said  such 
fines,  issues,  redemptions,  amercements,  forfeitures,  forfeited 
goods  and  chattels,  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp  to  be  found, 
levied  or  had  within  the  same  town,  liberty  and  precincts,  and 
to  levy,  recover  and  retain  the  same  for  the  use  and  profit  of  the 
said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  by  them- 
selves or  their  officers  or  servants  without  account  of  rendering 
any  thing  to  us  or  our  heirs,  and  without  demand,  molestation 
or  impediment  of  us  or  our  heirs,  of  the  justices,  escheators, 
sheriffs,  or  of  any  other  officers  or  servants  of  us  or  our  heirs 
whatsoever,  so  that  no  other  sheriff,  escheator,  or  any  other 


able  severities  of  the  forest  laws  imported  from  the  continent,  whereby  the  slaughter  of  a  beast  was 
made  almost  as  penal  as  the  death  of  a  man  ;  and  though  these  laws  were  mitigated  in  the  time  of 
Henry  III,  and  in  succeeding  retgns,  yet  from  this  root  afterwards  sprung  a  bastard  slip,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  game  laws,"  by  which  none  were  permitted,  in  general,  to  take  or  sell  game,  even  on  their 
own  estates,  unless  qualified  by  the  ownership  of  land  to  the  yearly  value  of  at  least  £100 ;  an  arbitrary 
restraint  under  which  the  subjects  of  this  realm  continued  to  labour  until  it»  tardy  abolition  in  the 
r«ign  of  William  IV. 
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molestac^e  seu  impedimento  nostri  vel  haeredum  nostrorum 
iusticiariorum  escaetorum,  vicecomitum  aut  aliorum  officiari- 
orum  seu  ministrorum  nostrorum  aut  haeredum  nostrorum  quorum- 
cumque,  ita  qtlod  nullus  alius  vicecomes,  escaetor  aut  quivis 
alius  officiarius  noster  sive  haeredum  nostrorum  ea(n)dem  villam 
libertatem  et  procinctum  preterqnam  predict!  Maior,  Ballivi  et 
Burgenses  et  successores  sui  villae  predictae  Suthampton  pro 
tempora  existentes  ad  huiusmodi  fines  exitus  redempciones, 
amerciamenta  forisfacturas  deperdita  bona  et  catalla  ac  annum 
diem  vastum  et  streppum  seu  aliquid  qll°d  ad  huiusmodi  annum 
diem  vastum  et  streppum  pertinet  seu  poterit  pertinere  ibidem 
seisienda  capienda  levanda  attachianda  seu  recipienda  ingrediatur 
nee  se  in  aliquo  intromittat  quovismodo.  Eo  quod  expressa 
mentio  de  vero  valore  annuo  premissorum  sive  eorum  alicuius 
aut  de  aliis  donis  seu  concessionibus  per  nos  aut  per  aliquem 
progenitorum  seu  predecessorum  nostrorum  prefatis  Maior i,  Ballivis 
et  Burgensibus  sive  predecessoribus  suis  sive  eorum  alicui  ante 
haec  tempora  fact19  in  presentibus  facta  non  existit  aut  aliquo 
statute,  actu,  ordinacione  sive  restricc^e  quacumque  ante  haec 
tempora  fact18  edit18  seu  provis18  non  obstantibus ;  et  hoc  absque 
fine  seu  feodo  in  hac  parte  ad  opus  nostrum  capiend11111  habend"m 
seu  fiendum.  Hi  is  testibus  venerabilibus  in  Christo  patribus,  Th. 
Cardinale  totius  Angliae  Primate  et  Apostolicae  sedis  legato,  et 
Th.  Eboracen81,  Cancellario  Angliae  Archiepiscopis,  precarissimis 
filio  nostro  Ricardo  Ebor,  et  Ricarclo  Gloucester,  fratre  nostro, 
constabulario  Angliae,  ducibus,  carissimo  consanguineo  nostro, 
Henrico  Essex  Thesaurar10  Angliae  et  Antonio  Ryvers,  comitibus, 
Thoma  Lincoln  Episcopo,  custode  privati  sigilli  nostri,  dilec- 
tisque  et  fidelibus  nostris,  Thoma  Stanley  de  Stanley  milite, 
senescallo  hospitii  nostri,  et  Willelmo  Hastynges  de  Hastynges 
milite,  camerario  nostro,  et  aliis.  Datnm  per  manum  nostram  apud 
Westmonasterium,  vicesimo  die  Augusti,  anno  regni  nostri 
vicessimo. 

Per  breve  de  privato  sigillo  et  de   data   predict8   auctoritate 
Parliamenti. 


END    OF    VOL.     I. 


CHARTERS  OF  SOUTHAMPTON.  I2Q 

officer  of  us  or  our  heirs  shall  enter  or  introduce  himself  in  any 
way  into  the  same  town,  liberty  and  precincts  except  the  said 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  of  the  said  town 
of  Southampton  for  the  time  existing,  for  the  purpose  of  possess- 
ing, taking,  levying,  attaching  or  recovering  there  such  fines, 
issues,  redemptions,  amercements,  forfeitures,  forfeited  goods 
and  chattels,  and  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp  or  anything  which 
pertains  or  may  pertain  to  such  year,  day,  waste  and  strepp. 
Provided  that  express  mention  of  the  true  annual  value  of  the 
premises  or  of  any  of  them  or  of  other  gifts  or  concessions  here- 
tofore granted  by  us  or  by  any  progenitor  or  predecessor  of  us 
to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  or  their  pre- 
decessors or  any  of  them  does  not  appear  set  forth  in  these 
presents  or  any  statute,  act,  ordinance  or  restriction  whatsoever 
heretofore  made,  set  forth  or  provided  notwithstanding ;  and 
this  without  fine  or  fee  herewith  for  taking,  having  or  doing  our 
work.  Witnessed  by  the  venerable  fathers  in  Christ,  Thomas, 
Archbishop- Cardinal,  primate  of  all  England  and  legate  of  the 
Apostolic  See,  and  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  York,  Chancellor  of 
England,  our  well-beloved  son,  Richard,  Duke  of  York,  and  our 
well-beloved  brother,  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  Constable  of 
England,  our  dear  cousin,  Henry,  Earl  of  Essex,  Treasurer 
of  England,  and  Anthony,  Earl  Ryvers,  Thomas,  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  keeper  of  our  private  seal,  and  our  beloved  and  faith- 
ful subject,  Sir  Thomas  Stanley,  of  Stanley,  the  seneschal  of 
our  household,  and  Sir  William  Hastyngs,  of  Hastyngs,  our 
Chamberlain,  and  others.  Dated  by  our  hand  at  Westminster, 
on  the  2oth  day  of  August,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  writ   of  private  seal  and  of  the  date  aforesaid,  by  the 
authority  of  Parliament.     [A.D.  1480.] 
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